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ITH the history of Palmer this book has little to do. 
It will, rather, be its aim to give the reader, with 
the aid of illustrations, some fair idea of the Palmer 
of to-day. It may safely be said that few towns in 
the commonwealth, or in New England, have been 
more blessed with natural advantages, or are better 
situated to keep in touch with the outside world. 
Palmer has been called the metropolis of Eastern 
Hampden, and it seems that it may fairly lay claim to the title. From its 
situation it is the natural center of the numerous small towns in the eastern 
part of the county, and is the principal railroad center. Being divided 
into four villages, Palmer is difficult to describe as one town. Each vil¬ 
lage has its own industries and its own interests. All, however, must be 
grouped under one head if we are to consider Palmer as a town. 

Five lines of railroad connect Palmer with the outside world. Three of 
them center in the Depot village, which is commonly known as Palmer. 
Of these the Boston and Albany is the most important. To its system 
belongs the Ware River railroad, a separate line. The New London 
Northern branch of the Central Vermont system finds Palmer one of its 
most important stations, it being about half way between New London and 
Brattleboro, the termini of the line. 

This railroad connection is invaluable from a shipper’s point of view. 
Manufactured products may be shipped to the great markets of the east, 
New York and Boston, without change of line, very few hours being 


required for transit. The door to the great western country is equally 
wide open, either by way of the Boston and Albany or the Central 
Vermont systems. 

Following the line of the New London Northern railroad about three 
miles north, the village of Three Rivers is reached. This village also 
boasts of two railroads, the one already mentioned and the Athol branch 
of the Boston and Albany. Shipping to all points is thus made easy in this 
village, nearly as much so as in the village of Palmer proper. 

The Athol branch runs through Three Rivers to Bondsville, another 
village of the town. This village is also on the line of the Massachusetts 
Central division of the Boston and Maine, and thus the town is connected 
with another great system. Before the latter line was built some incon¬ 
venience was experienced in shipping from Bondsville east, which has now 
been removed. 

Thorndike is connected with Palmer by the Ware River road, the 
distance being something less than three miles. Some three miles further 
north, on the same line of railroad, is Forest Lake, Palmer’s well-known 
pleasure resort. 

As may readily be seen, the shipping facilities in almost any part of the 
town leave little to be desired. It is equally obvious that Palmer is in 
close communion with the traveling public. For their own advantage the 
railroads so arrange their schedules that good connections may be made 
between the various lines, thus making Palmer, for a large number of 
people, a temporary stopping place. 
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PICTORIAL PALMER. 


Let us look for a moment upon the inevitable results of these railroad 
connections upon the town. The commercial traveler is always present, 
and is so well known that the effect of his arrival need not be described. 
Another class, however, are those who travel for health, pleasure or 
necessity, and of these the town sees many. Sometimes they are detained 
because some obscure destination makes a long wait necessary. Many, 
however, make Palmer a stopping place for rest and recuperation. 

Several small adjacent towns find Palmer the nearest railroad center, 
and the visits of their inhabitants are as frequent as journeys are to be 
made. All these causes combine to give Palmer a daily number of visitors 
which is probably much greater than is realized by the average citizen. 
The well-known propensity of the average American for doing business of 
some kind, wherever he may be, is not without its effect. Every merchant 
realizes that he is somewhat benefited in this way, and a distinct effort to 
cater to this portion of the public is noticeable in every store in town. 

Unlike many railroad centers, Palmer has not been disfigured by the 
railroads. In the Depot village a handsome union station has been 
erected, while the depot park is a spot to which every citizen points with 
pride. No private grounds in Palmer are better kept, and in no place is 
there a more noticeable effort to beautify the town. 

In the other villages the volume of business is of course much smaller. 
It naturally follows that the railroad surroundings are not so carefully 
looked after, but they are usually kept neat. The depot of the Central 
Vermont road in Three Rivers is a beautiful little building, which was 
erected about four years ago. 

The small towns lying back from the railroads of a necessity use horses 
as a means of transportation. Many of them are connected with Palmer 
by stage lines, and their freighting is done by heavy teams. There is a 
prospect that in the near future the villages of Palmer may be connected 
by an electric railway. When this object has been attained, it is expected 
that extensions to some of the outlying towns will be made. 

This will be of immense value to Palmer, as well as to the smaller towns. 
Many of the latter have slowly grown until their population is sufficient to 
support one or more stores, so that there is not the same necessity for 
visiting a larger town that formerly existed. 



UNION PASSENGER STATION. 


Palmer has, of course, electric lights, and the Central Massachusetts 
Electric Company, which has its plant at Blanchardville, is likely to play 
an important part in the future of the town. Its lines in Palmer extend 
to all the villages. All their streets are lighted by this means, as are the 
highways running between. The towns of Monson and Warren are also 
lighted by this company, from the Palmer plant, and still further extensions 
are talked of. 

The company’s plant at Blanchardville is an extensive, one, and capable 
of furnishing far greater power than its present business requires. Not 
long ago machinery for furnishing power for mechanical purposes was 
added to the equipment, and is already being used. There is a prospect 
that this branch of the company’s business will rapidly increase. In the 
event of an electric road being built it is possible that power may be 
obtained from this company. 

Water is the principal power used by the company, although steam has 
been added as an auxiliary. This makes it possible for the company to 
furnish almost unlimited power if desired. 
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The stranger visiting Palmer is usually impressed with the activity and 
bustle which characterizes. Main street. From an artistic point of view 
Main street is not imposing, but it is distinctly a business street. One of 
the finest buildings is Holden’s new block on the corner of Central street. 
This was completed but little more than a year ago, and occupies the 
former site of the opera house. 

The west side of the street 
has upon it frame buildings 
only. This condition is not 
likely to be changed in the 
future, as the land must be 
leased from the Boston and 
Albany railroad company. 

Years ago, before the build¬ 
ing of the new depot, this 
land was unoccupied by 
buildings, and formed a 
“ common,” which was of 
little benefit to the town. 

It was originally a part of 
the Knox estate, and was 
deeded to the Boston and 
Albany company with the 
provision that the company 
should always hold it. 

In spite of this fact, how¬ 
ever, some really substantial 
frame buildings have been 
erected upon that side of the 
, street for business purposes. The only unoccupied space is that between 
Holbrook’s and Eager’s buildings. This was formerly occupied by LI. G. 
Loomis’ furniture warerooms, the building being destroyed by fire several 
years ago. On the east side of the street, between Central and Thorndike 
streets, are Strong’s block, the Nassowanno block, the Converse House 
block and Cross’ block, all brick buildings. 


Several frame structures, used for business purposes, also stand upon this 
side of the street, but in the natural course of events they are likely to be 
replaced with more substantial buildings. Nearly every store on Main 
street is occupied, all lines of business being represented. 

There are three hotels in the Depot village, the two largest, the Converse 
House and Nassowanno House, being centrally located on Main street. 

The Weeks Blouse, which is 


MAIN STREET, PALMER, LOOKING WEST FROM CENTRAL. 


much smaller, occupies the 
former site of the Antique 
House, and is just across the 
railroad bridge on South 
Main street. Visitors are 
•thus brought into close con¬ 
tact with the business portion 
of the town. 

The other streets of the 
village are almost entirely 
residential. They have Been 
well laid out, and are wide 
and for the most part straight. 
Care has been taken on al¬ 
most every street in the 
village to plant and preserve 
shade trees, so that, in sum¬ 
mer especially, one finds 
something besides a wilder¬ 
ness of houses on which to 
rest the eye. Many of the 
residential streets are un¬ 
usually attractive. Care is taken by most residents to keep the grounds 
about their property looking neat, and the effect, as a whole, is very satis¬ 
factory. The village lacks a park, the only place of this kind being that 
owned by the Boston and Albany railroad. This is open to the public at 
all times, however, but is not greatly used as a park. Efforts have been 
made to secure a public park, but so far without success. 


















HOLDEN’S BLOCK, MAIN STREET, PALMER. 
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In the way of public improvements Palmer has not been backward. 
As in most towns, a strong effort is made to keep down taxes, and this 
sometimes interferes temporarily with the wishes of the citizens. There 
is a steady effort, however, toward improvement, which becomes more 
noticeable each year. 

One of the most important subjects the town has had to consider is 
sewers. Some years ago plans were drawn for a system, but it was found 
to be too costly for the town 
to adopt at once. Each year 
something in the way of 
building new sewers is accom¬ 
plished, and the plans are 
being gradually carried out. 

It is necessary in this work 
to remember all the villages, 
and each one gets its share 
annually. At the present rate 
but few years will elapse be¬ 
fore Palmer will have a system 
of sewers far better than most 
towns of its size in the com¬ 
monwealth. The highways 
also command considerable 
attention. Palmer seems to 
be alive to the necessity for 
good roads, and an honest 

h. . MAIN STREET, PALMER, LOOKING 

effort is made at each town 

meeting to make an improvement in this direction. 

The town commences this year to build its first strip of macadamized 
road, Thorndike street in the Depot village having been chosen for the 
work. The help which may be expected from the state from time to time 
will also prove of the greatest value. In making the annual repairs an 
attempt is made to harden the road beds, the result being that Palmer is 
given the credit for having better roads than most of the adjacent towns. 

Of late more attention has been paid to minor details, which naturally 


come under the supervision of the town officers. Telephone, telegraph 
and electric light companies are restrained when necessary from disfiguring 
trees, and persons or corporations having occasion to dig up the streets 
are compelled to replace them in as good condition as before they were 
disturbed. 

These small matters have their effect upon the town, and to a visitor it 
is very noticeable. The citizens have become acquainted with the fact 

that people thinking of locat¬ 
ing in town, as residents or 
for business purposes, look out 
for these small details. None 
of the villages are neglected 
in this respect, their residents 
being very quick to notice any 
neglect upon the part of the 
selectmen. This year bridges 
have received unusual atten¬ 
tion, and the result is very 
pleasing. 

Another point which should 
not be lost sight of when con¬ 
sidering the town as a place 
of residence, is the nature of 
the soil. This is such as to 
produce quick drainage. Fogs 
in Palmer are very rare, and 
in few houses is there any 
occasion to complain of dampness. The upper soil is light and covers a 
bed of gravel. This drains the upper soil sufficiently to prevent an un¬ 
pleasant amount of moisture, and the effect is noticeable in the atmosphere. 

The Quaboag River runs near the village, carrying off sewage and 
watering meadow lands on the outskirts. High hills on each side make 
the village singularly exempt from severe storms, especially in the summer 
time, when hail and thunder storms are to be dreaded. Palmer usually 
escapes serious consequences during these storms. 


SOUTH FROM THORNDIKE STREET. 
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The villages of Three Rivers, Thorndike and Bondsville are manufac¬ 
turing villages, and were formerly little else. Of late years, however, they 
have developed considerable business in a commercial line, and in each of 
them are many fine residences. Although parts of Palmer, each is prac¬ 
tically a little town of itself. Each has its stores, its schoolhouses, its post 
office, churches, etc., and is growing larger and more independent of the 
Depot village each year. 

Three Rivers and Thorndike are about the same size, each being larger 
than Bondsville. 

Both villages do a 
considerable busi¬ 
ness with the 
farmers in their 
vicinity, and have 
well-f u r n i s h e d 
stores. The busi¬ 
ness of the latter, 
however, depends 
largely upon the 
mills. When the 
latter are running 
to their full capac¬ 
ity there is plenty 
of life and bustle ; 
a depression in 
ma n uf actu ring 

circles, however, is quickly felt. The largest mill plant in town is that of 
the Palmer Mills in Three Rivers, owned by the Otis Company. Its 
product is cotton goods, and when running full about 800 hands are 
employed. Bliss, Fabyan & Co. are the selling agents, having main offices 
in Boston, New York and Philadelphia, and a branch in Chicago. 

The weekly pay roll of the Palmer Mills is about $5500. The goods 
manufactured are fancy seersuckers, suitings, shirtings, fancy denims, 
checks, art draperies, etc. The mill has been operated under its present 
management about 19 years. In 1877 the output was about 3,700,000 


yards, which in 1895 had grown to 9,620,000 yards. The mill has at 
present 924 looms and 30,000 spindles, and has the latest machinery for 
its equipment. Many of its operatives have been residents of the village 
for many years, and have acquired property, making them fixtures in the 
town. In this connection it may be said that Palmer’s population is far 
from being the floating population of most manufacturing towns. As a 
usual thing the operatives in all the mills are carefully selected, and remain 
in their positions permanently. A large number of the operatives live in 

tenements owned 
by the company. 
There is a consid¬ 
erable number of 
them, and they 
are rented to the 
operatives at very 
reasonable prices. 

Further down 
the river there is 
a valuable water 
power which has 
not been utilized. 
Several parties 
have contem¬ 
plated some new 
industry, but none 
of them have so 

far carried out their plans. It is quite likely, however, that in time some¬ 
thing of the kind will be added to the village. 

Not far above Three Rivers, at Barrett’s Junction, is another mill plant. 
This was formerly used as a soapstone factory and later as a factory for 
the manufacture of paper pulp. For some time the factory has been 
closed, but the water privilege is a valuable one. A part of the property 
is in Belchertown, in Hampshire county, but the mill is in Palmer. It is 
quite likely that before long this mill will be in operation again, as it is 
owned by parties who will not long allow it to remain idle. 





BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF THREE RIVERS. 












REAR VIEW OF PALMER MILL COMPANY’S PLANT AT THREE RIVERS. 
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Another industry in Three Rivers which is of considerable impor¬ 
tance is the box factory operated and owned by Charles P. Haynes. 
This stands on the river bank, and furnishes employment to a number 
of hands. The annual output of the factory in boxes is about 
600,000 feet of lumber, and about 200,000 feet are annually used for 
other purposes. Mr. Haynes started in business with his father about 
15 years ago, and has been operating for himself about 8 years. 

Mr. Haynes’ operations in connection with his factory are quite 
extensive. It is his custom to buy up wood lots which he cuts off, 
thus obtaining his lumber at first cost. He also conducts an ice 
business, keeping in all about a dozen teams employed throughout 
the year. His factory is run by steam, there being no way of secur¬ 
ing water power at its present location. Mr. Haynes has been 
considerably interested in building operations, and is continually 
extending his business. 



C. P. HAYNES’ PLANT. 



VIEW OF HAYNES’ PLANT, FROM WEST BANK OF RIVER. 


In a general way Three Rivers may be said to be growing 
very fast. All its business enterprises show a steady increase 
each year, in spite of the hard times, which have been 
seriously felt the past three years. Its foreign population 
is principally French, although other nationalities are rep¬ 
resented. For some time there has been an increasing 
desire among the French people to become naturalized, 
and a society has been formed for the purpose of educating 
them in the English language with this end in view, which 
is doing good work. 

In town affairs this village plays an important part. Its 
vote is large enough to make a material difference on any 
vital question, and its voters are usually to be found upon 
the side which conserves the best interests of the town. A 
project which was launched some time ago to separate this 
village from the rest of the town did not meet with favor. 
Its residents seemed to realize as a whole that “ in union 
there is strength,” and the matter dropped before it had 
been well started. 
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Thorndike, another bustling village of the town, has two large cotton 
mills, and is a thriving business village. Most of its stores are located on 
Commercial street, which also has a few residences. For several years the 
number of business places has been steadily increasing, and at the present 
time they are sufficient in number and variety of stock to supply most of 
the needs of the residents. 

This village is, by most visitors, very much admired for its beauty. Its 
residents have a strong love for their village, and are to be found working 
as one man when any public improvement is to be made. It, also, shows 
a steady growth of a substantial nature. The principal industry is that 
owned by the Thorndike Company. 

Both mills in Thorndike are owned by the Thorndike Company. Its 
selling agents are also Bliss, Fabyan & Co., and its product is ticking, 
awnings, skirtings and shirtings. The mills are known as No. 1 and No. 2, 
and combined employ about 600 hands. When running full the company 
has 861 looms and 34,760 spindles in operation. The weekly pay roll is 
$4000. 

The present agent, Mr. C. H. Hobbs, has had charge of the business 


COMMERCIAL STREET, THORNDIKE. 


PALMER. 



MAIN STREET, THREE RIVERS, EAST OF RIVER. 

since 1889. Under his management the mills have grown steadily, and 
improvements have been made every year. The equipment is kept up to 
the latest standard, and the output is very large. Every effort is made in 
these mills to keep running, whatever the state of the market. There 
have been some short shut-downs during the past few years, but they have 
been rare. 

The mill operatives fhrnish the merchants with a large share of their 
custom, but in this village also there is a surrounding farming community 
whose trade is not to be despised. The foreign - population, most of which 
is employed in the mills, is mixed, no one class predominating largely. 

Aside from the Thorndike Company’s plant there is no other manu¬ 
facturing enterprise in this village. The company furnishes the village 
with its only protection against fire, and this is also true of the mills in 
Three Rivers and Bondsville. Each of the companies have a considerable 
quantity of hose, which is always at the disposal of the citizens when 
needed. Many times when small fires have occurred the mills have been 
promptly closed and the operatives allowed to render assistance. 
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OVERSEER’S ROW, THORNDIKE, LOOKING NORTH. 


Not far from Thorndike, perhaps a mile in a northeasterly direction, is 
Palmer Center, or as it is often called, Palmer Town. This was the original 
settlement of the town, but is now a little hamlet of no importance from a 
business point of view. A small collection of houses, most of them occu¬ 
pied by farmers, is all that remains of the once lively little settlement; 
All signs of former business have disappeared, and many of the old 
landmarks have gone. 

This village was built upon the old stage road from Springfield to Boston, 
and formed an important stopping place for travelers. Thus from its 
earliest history Palmer has been brought prominently before the traveling 
public. Many old residences have disappeared, and a few new ones have 
been built from time to time. For the most part, however, the place 
continues to exist without progress. 

Thorndike being the nearest village, the residents of the Center do 
their business there to a large extent. Most of them get their mail in 
Thorndike, and the stores in that village receive a large share of their 
trade. There is not much prospect that there will be any future growth in 


this section of the town, as there are no inducements toward this end. 
There is no water power to attract manufacturers, and the land, which is 
all under cultivation, is apparently of no value for any other purpose. 

The almshouse is not far from Palmer Center, and this institution is a 
source of pride to every citizen of the town. It is claimed that it is the 
best appointed institution of its kind in any town in this section of the 
state, and the claim seems to be a just one. Annual improvements have 
been made for several years, until there seems to be little more to be 
desired. 

About a year agb an addition was built to the almshouse. This has 
enabled the overseers to divide the building into wards, keeping the male 
and female inmates secluded from each other. The farm connected with 
the institution is not especially productive, a large part of it being covered 
with wood. This furnishes fuel for heating and other purposes, and for 
some time the town has been selling a portion of the wood cut by the 
inmates. 

Although only a small portion of the farm is fit for cultivation, it has for 
some time been made to pay unusually well. The products of the farm 
are used to supply the inmates so far as necessary, the surplus being sold. 
The money thus received has been a substantial help in decreasing the 
cost of caring for the poor, while at the same time providing them with 
many comforts of which they would otherwise be deprived. 

Gradually the overseers have arranged to care for the town’s charges at 
the town farm rather than at other institutions in the state, as was formerly 
the case. Many of the mildly insane have been taken from insane hos¬ 
pitals to the farm, after all hope of a cure has passed. This is a saving in 
expense which makes quite an important item. 

Under the present management the value of the farm has steadily 
increased. The land is made to produce more and more each year, while 
the value of the stock and utensils is steadily increasing. 

The greatest improvement which has been made for some time is the 
steam heating apparatus, which was greatly needed. The building is a 
frame structure, and it was impossible to heat it comfortably in cold 
weather with stoves. Since the new apparatus has been put in, however, 
there has not been the slightest difficulty. 
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CORNER MAIN STREET AND WARE ROAD, BONDSVILLE. 

The village of Bondsville lies on the northwestern outskirts of the town. 
A small portion of it, in fact, is within the limits of Belchertown, in 
Hampshire county. It is distinctly a manufacturing village, the principal 
enterprise being the works of the Boston Duck Company, and Bondsville 
Bleach and Dye Works. 

The goods manufactured at this plant are principally cotton duck and 
blankets. There are 340 looms and 18,000 spindles, and the mill is 
nearly always running on full time. About 500 hands are employed with a 
weekly pay roll of about $3000. The present annual output of the mill 
is about 72,500 pairs of blankets and 5,000,000 yards of cloth. 

The present agent is Mr. E, G. Childs, and under his management the 
plant has been greatly enlarged and improved. A large addition to the 
bleachery has been built, and considerable work is done for other mills. 
The output from the dye works and bleachery in 1895 was about 
20,000,000 yards. Last year a plant was built and machinery put in by 
the company for generating electricity, which is used in part as the motive 
power of the mill. 


PALMER. 


Many other improvements have been made, especially in machinery, all 
of which is now of the most improved pattern. The output is steadily 
increasing. Further improvements are contemplated which will probably 
further increase the capacity of the mills. This company also operates 
through Bliss, Fabyan & Co. as selling agents, and furnishes employment 
for a large majority of the inhabitants of the village. 

Like the Otis Company of Three Rivers and the Thorndike Company 
of Thorndike, the Boston Duck Company owns many of the tenement 
houses in the village which are occupied by the operatives. Their property 
in the aggregate is worth an immense amount of money, and their taxes 
are a very considerable help to the town. These companies also frequently 
help out in some public improvement, the credit in this work for the most- 
part being due to the agents. Every possible effort is made by them to 
maintain order among their employes, and disturbances of any kind meet 
with a prompt punishment which makes them very rare. 


The electric plant which has been put in by the Boston Duck Company 
is the first of its kind in this section. It has enabled the company to 
do away with the use of steam in driving the machinery. 



MAIN STREET, BONDSVILLE. 
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T. D. POTTER & CO’S. OFFICE, BONDSVILLE. 


The firm of T. D. Potter & Co. of Bondsville is also an important one, 
which consists of Rufus L. Bond and T. D. Potter. The firm operates in 
several lines, principally in the lumber and coal business. The lumber 
yard was established in 1880 and the mill was built 10 years later. The 
mill turns out from 300,000 to 400,000 feet of lumber each year, while the 
firm handles in all from 1,000,000 to 1,500,000 feet annually. 

In addition to this business they are also contractors and builders, doing 
an annual business of about $20,000. All lines of builders’ materials and 
hardware are dealt in by this firm at present. The ice, coal and lumber 
business was established 19 years ago. The company’s method of handling 
lumber is similar to that of C. P. Haynes of Three Rivers. Large wood 
lots are purchased all over this section of the state by them. The firm 
employs from 10 to 30 hands, the average number being about 15. Work 
is also found for about 10 teams. The business manager for the past 15 
years has been Mr. R. L. Bond. 

The residents of Bondsville depend largely upon their local merchants 
to supply their wants. The steady growth of the village has made it 
possible for good lines to be carried, and the dealers are progressive. 


Each year sees an increase in this line which has, perhaps, been more 
noticeable in Bondsville during the past few years than in any other 
village in the town. 

Occasional complications arise from the fact that a portion of the 
village is in another town and county than Palmer, but they have never 
been serious. Most of them have been in regard to law and order, but 
there has been an improvement of late in this respect. The residents on 
the Belchertown side of the river have asked from that town a better 
protection, which will be granted. 

It is likely that in the future Belchertown will appoint a police officer in 
Bondsville, and it is also thought that a lockup will be provided. So far as 
other matters are concerned, the division of the village seems not to cause 
any annoyance. By far the larger part of the village is on the Palmer 
side, which prevents any real division on important matters. During the 
past year two licenses have been granted on the Belchertown side. As 
Palmer voted no license this year, no others have been granted in 
Bondsville. 

There is but one hotel in Bondsville, but its accommodations are ample 
for the needs of the village. It is on the Belchertown side of the river. 



T. D. POTTER & CO’S. SAW MILL, BONDSVILLE. 
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The Depot village, although fully as large as the other three villages 
combined, has no large mills. It is not without its manufacturing enter¬ 
prises, however, and they are quite important. Holden & Fuller’s woolen 
mill stands at the lower end of the village. The product of this mill is 
woolen dress goods, in fancy patterns and of a high grade. 

It is built of brick, four stories high, and stands beside the tracks of 
the New London Northern Railroad. It is a four set mill, with 19 broad 
looms. It has automatic sprin¬ 
klers and is well protected in 
case of fire. The firm is com¬ 
posed of Henry P. Holden and 
Charles E. Fuller. Mr. Holden 
spends much of his time at the 
plant, but Mr. Fuller is usually 
employed in looking after the 
interests of the Agawam Manu¬ 
facturing Company, in which the 
firm is interested. The superin¬ 
tendent is George S. Holden, son 
of the senior member of the 
firm, and under his careful man¬ 
agement the firm is doing a 
thriving business. The ma¬ 
chinery is driven by a 90 horse¬ 
power engine, and the working 
force numbers 60. The firm 
sells direct to the trade, and runs 
principally on orders. The 
product finds a ready sale, and the few shut-downs which have occurred 
have been of only a few days’ duration. 

The Palmer Carpet Company is another manufacturing firm whose 
plant furnishes employment to about 70 people. The mill has 24 looms. 
The product is brussels carpet of a very high grade. This mills also gives 
steady employment to its employes, and is under the management of 
Mr. Andrew Pinney, one of the old residents of the Depot village. 


The mill is situated at some little distance from the village, not far from 
the Palmer Water Company’s reservoir. Many of the operatives live in 
tenements owned by the company near the mill, thus forming a little 
settlement. All their business is done in the Depot village, which profits 
considerably by it. The operatives earn good wages, which makes their 
custom of value to the local merchants. 

Mr. M. J. Whittall of Worcester is the sole owner of the mill, and 

Joseph Page is foreman of the 
works. The firm has been doing 
business in Palmer since 1874. 
The machinery is run by a 
seventy-five horse-power engine, 
and the mill is fitted with auto¬ 
matic sprinklers. It has beside 
the protection of being in the 
fire district, a private line of pipe 
running from the Palmer Water 
Company’s reservoir. 300 feet 
of hose is constantly attached to 
the hydrant and is in constant 
readiness for use. 

The Palmer hat shop is one 
which promises to be of great 
benefit to the town. P'or many 
years the old plant stood idle, 
but was fitted up and opened 
about two years ago. The prod¬ 
uct is straw goods, and from 60 
to 70 hands are usually employed. At the time of reopening the shop, 
extensive additions were made. New machinery of the latest pattern 
has been put in, and the plant is fitted to do a large business. 

Its situation makes it a desirable property. It is beside the tracks of 
the Boston and Albany Railroad, making shipping very easy. In connec¬ 
tion with the straw works is a box shop, where cases used in shipping are 
manufactured. 
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WOOLRICH & CO’S. FOOD FACTORY. 


The plant of Woolrich & Co., where Ridge’s Food is manufactured, 
stands on Thorndike street in the Depot village, opposite the cemetery. 
It is, unlike most factories, a very pretty place. The nature of the business 
is such that it is possible to keep the grounds and buildings neat and clean, 
and from the outside it has very little appearance of a factory. 

Not much need be said of this food, as it is universally known. It is an 
English food, patented in that country. It has been sold in this country 
about 30 years, the Palmer factory being the original American plant. 
Not a large number of hands are employed in the factory, but they are 
given steady employment. Everything connected with the business is 
done at the factory, even to the making of the cans in which the food is 
packed. 

Since the building of the American factory the business has steadily 
increased. The first order from the Chicago house was for six dozen 


cans; the last order was for 25 barrels, and the other houses where the 
food is handled show a similar increase in the business. There is every 
reason to hope that the business may increase within the next few years 
to such an extent that larger quarters and an increased force may be 
necessary. 

On the grounds between the factory and the street stands the old 
“ Bear Tree.” Its story has been told so many times that it is familiar 
to every citizen, and need not be repeated. With every transfer of the 
property the tree is exempt, and it will stand until time or accident shall 
remove it. 

An enterprise which is also of great benefit to Palmer is the Wright & 
Colton Wire Cloth Company’s mill at Shearer’s Corner, about a mile 
from the Depot village. The mill was built some years ago by the Palmer 
Wire Company, and since that time has passed through many hands. 
Since the failure of the original company, the plant or parts of it have 
been used for various purposes. It was taken by the present owners last 
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March, and the business is growing at a rate which promises much for the 
future. At the present time three cars of finished wire are turned out 
each week, and about 50 hands are employed. The product is pure 
copper wire, cast steel card wire, rope wire, weaving wire for the firm’s 
own consumption, and tinned mattress wire, which is said to be the best 
produced. 

The machinery is driven by a 6oo-horse power engine. The firm is 
adding apparatus constantly, and is steadily increasing the output. This 
naturally means an increase in the 
working force, which will before long, 
it is said, be many times the present 
number. Mr. J. C. Normand is su¬ 
perintendent of the works, and his 
knowledge of the business and careful 
interest in it is invaluable to the firm. 

Machinery will soon be added for 
generating electricity, when the com¬ 
pany will furnish its own light. 

The Palmer Granite Company has 
opened a quarry within the last year 
on Dewey’s hill. It is the opinion of 
many and the hope of all that this 
enterprise will eventually have an 
important bearing on the prosperity 
of the town. The stone is said to be 
equal to any to be found in this 
country, and the supply is practically unlimited. The business thus far 
has not been pushed to a great extent, the company preferring to move 
cautiously and make no mistakes. The tests of the stone which have been 
made indicate that it is unusually hard, and the position of the quarry is 
such that it will not be difficult to take it out. As soon as the property 
can be developed the stone will be put upon the market and the number 
of hands employed will of course depend upon the amount of business the 
company may be able to do. 

In addition to the enterprises already mentioned, Palmer has the usual 


number of smaller industries. They are too numerous to mention 
separately, but in the aggregate they naturally represent a substantial 
portion of the business prosperity of the town. There is a strong 
disposition shown of late to secure everything in the manufacturing line 
which it is at all possible to draw to the town, and those who have 
Palmer’s interest at heart are sure of ultimate results which will prove very 
beneficial. 

The fire department of Palmer has, perhaps, contributed as much toward 

its steady growth as any one thing 
which can be mentioned. It is 
stationed in the Depot village, which 
has been formed into a fire district. 
The engine house on Park street, the 
steam engine and large hose cart, are 
town property. This portion of the 
apparatus may be called to any part 
of the town, and the firemen receive 
$2 each for each call outside of the 
fire district. 

The district owns a hook and 
ladder truck and a small hose cart, 
while a portion of the hose is town 
property and the remainder that of 
the district. No horses are kept at 
the engine house, as calls are not 
frequent. The district has an electric 
alarm system of eleven boxes, and a large bell on the tower of the engine 
house strikes the number of the box from which the alarm is given. 

The promptness shown in getting out the apparatus is often commented 
upon as remarkable in a town of Palmer’s size. Any one owning horses is 
at liberty to take them to the engine house upon the sounding of an 
alarm, and those which reach it first are used for hauling the apparatus. 
The owners are paid for each trip, and receive pay for their trouble 
in driving to the house, even if it is not necessary to take out the 
apparatus. 
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Many adjacent towns have been aided by the Palmer company, which is 
always ready to lend assistance when called for. There have been a few 
occasions when the town has asked for outside aid, blit they are very rare. 

Not the least of Palmer’s fire protection is its water system. This is 
owned by the Palmer Water Company, with John H. Gamwell as president 
and manager. 

The company’s pipes extend all over the fire district, and there 60 
hydrants, for which the district pays an annual rental. Many residences 
and business buildings are supplied with water from the mains, which 
affords the company a good source of income. 

This enables the company to make a low rate for the rental of its 
hydrants, which is of advantage to the district. The company’s reservoirs 
are near the carpet mill, there being at the present time three of them. 

The three reservoirs are connected and have a storage capacity of 
2,000,000 gallons. The company contracts with the fire district to have 
at all times 1,000,000 gallons of water on hand, so that the district is 
amply protected. 

The mains are made of cement piping, but it will probably be replaced 
in the near future with cast iron piping, if the present relations between 
the company and the district are continued. 

There has been talk at various times of putting in a water system to be 
owned by the district. Several committees have been appointed in the 
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past to investigate the matter, but their reports have not been in favor of 
such a move. 

It is said the annual rental paid for water by the district is less than 
would be the interest on the money necessary to build a new system, while 
it is doubtful if the service would be any better. On this account nothing 
has been done toward such a change, nor is it likely there will be so long 
as the present system is adequate. 

The department does much valuable work every year in saving property 
not located in any of the villages. During the spring and fall forest and 
brush fires are frequent, and the department is often called upon for aid. 

A supply of hoes and rakes is kept at the engine house for this work, 
and the men are always ready to respond. They are paid for this extra 
service, and work far better than the departments in most places. Many 
valuble wood lots have been saved in the past in this manner, and not 
infrequently damage to buildings in the vicinity of forest fires has been 
prevented by prompt action. 

The chief officers of the department are elected annually by the voters 
of the fire district, and thus efficient management is secured. The annual 
salaries are : Chief engineer, $150 ; 1st assistant, $25 ; 2d assistant, $20 ; 
firemen, $20. The chief has charge of the apparatus and the alarm 
system, although the engine is always subject to the order of the 
selectmen. 










the Cburcbes of palmer 



T HE pioneer meeting¬ 
house of Palmer was 
erected in 1735 and 
first occupied in November of 
that year. Its location was 
determined by lot, and the Old 
Center was the chosen place. 
Plain of structure, 30 by 36 
the first church in palmer. feet, and one story in height, 
with little external adornment, save the emblem peculiar to the Scotch 
Presbyterians, placed above the front entrance, this little building was for 
more than sixty years the “ Shiloh ” of Palmer. Here the religious and 
political meetings were held until 1798, when the old building was sold 
and a new church built near the site of the former. This edifice remained 
until within a few years, when it, too, was torn down. In 1813 the town 
voted to change the form of church government from the Presbyterian 




to the Congregational form. 

In 1847 the growth of business and population in the four villages left 
little attraction at the Old Center, except the church and cemetery. The 
distance to the meetinghouse made regular attendance a difficult matter 
and necessitated the change which resulted in the formation of a new 
society at the Depot village and the removal of the old to Thorndike. 

Rev. Moses K. Cross, then pastor, continued with the society until ill 
health compelled his resignation in 1849. His successors have been Rev. 
Sylvester Hine, Rev. John H. M. Leland, since whose pastorate in 1858 
the church has been supplied with these acting pastors without installation : 
Rev. Jeremiah Tuck, Rev. William K. Bond, Rev. Hiram Day, Rev. 


Theodore Adgate Leete, Rev. - White, Rev. Charles Ricketts, 

Rev. Albert C. Hurd, Rev. Ernest W. Shurtleff, Rev. Carlos H. Hanks, 
Rev. E. B. Blanchard, and the present pastor, Rev. G. M. Gerrish. 

Mr. Gerrish was born at Woburn and graduated from Tufts College and 
Yale Theological School. His first pastorate was at Goshen, where he 
remained two years and then accepted his present field of work in 
November of 1895. 

The Second Congregational church was organized April 1, 1847, by an 
Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal council, 
with a mem¬ 
bership o f 
57, increas¬ 
ing to 69 
during the 
year. The 
original 
founders 
have all 
joined the 
great ma¬ 
jority save 
one, (Mrs. 

Eliza W. 

Br e cken- 
rid g e ) 

and a new first congregational church, thorndike. 
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generation has filled their vacant 
places. Ten, only, remain who 
were members 35 years ago. 

The pulpit was supplied until 
January, 1848, when Rev. Thomas 
Wilson of Andover Theological Sem¬ 
inary responded to a unanimous call 
and was installed February 29. He 
remained until July 1, 1852, when 
he asked dismissal on account of 
insufficient support. 

For about two years the church 
was without a pastor. In Septem¬ 
ber, 1854, Rev. Joseph Vaille, D. D., 
of Somers, Conn., a graduate of 
Yale, became the second pastor. 
rev. f. e. jenkins. After thirteen years he was dismissed 

at his own request and was elected representative from Palmer district to 
the Massachusetts Legislature. He died in office February 22, 1869, 
leaving a cherished memory to the people he loved so well. 

February 12, 1868, Rev. Bradford M. Fullerton was installed, and during 
his charge 195 members were added to the church. He took an efficient 
interest in public affairs, and in his resignation, in 1881, the church lost an 
able clergyman and a scholarly gentleman. Leaving Palmer he accepted 
a call to the Trinitarian Congregational church of Waltham, where, on 
account of ill health, it became necessary for him to give up the ministry 
in 1893. In 1891 the faculty of Amherst College conferred upon 
Mr. Fullerton the title of D. D. 

Two years of supplied preaching followed, and then Rev. Pleasant 
Hunter, Jr., of Boston University and Hartford Theological Seminary, was 
installed and ordained as the fourth pastor. After three years of most 
successful pastoral work, Mr. Hunter was permitted to go, with much regret 
in the hearts of his people, where his brief ministry had won for him a 
large place. He became pastor of the Central Congregational church at 
Newtonville, and later of the Presbyterian church at Newark, N. J. He 


now has a large Presbyterian parish at Minneapolis, Minn. He has also 
received from Princeton College the D. D. degree. 

Rev. Howard W. Pope, the fifth pastor, was installed November 3, 1886, 
and was dismissed at his own request, May 23, 1892, when he received a 
call from the Congregational church at Somersworth, N. H. He remained 
there until April, 1894, and then accepted his present position as assistant 
secretary of the International Christian Workers, with headquarters at 
New Haven, Conn. 

The sixth and present pastor, Rev. Frank E. Jenkins, was installed April 
19, 1893. He was born in Walton, N. Y., Nov. 26, 1854. He graduated 
from Walton Academy in 1874, from Williams College in 1878, and from 
Hartford Theological Seminary in 1881. His pastoral work commenced 
at Charlton, Mass., where he was ordained May 18, 1881. Resigning in 
August, 1882, he removed to South Coventry, Conn., where he remained 
until December, 1886, when he engaged in the work of the American 
Missionary Association, which included missionary work among the moun¬ 
tain whites of the South and service as pastor of the Congregational 
church and principal of the Williamsburg Academy of Williamsburg, Ky. 
He was field superintendent of the A. M. A. schools and churches in the 
Southern States, and became pastor of the People’s Congregational church 
at New Decatur, Ala., January 1, 1890, which pastorate he resigned in 
1893 on accepting the call to the Palmer church. 

The Baptist church in Three Rivers was constituted November 16, 
1825, by an Ecclesiastical council consisting of Rev. Messrs. Alvin Bennett, 
Stephen S. Nelson and Thomas Rand, with several lay brethren. This 
council convened at the meetinghouse in the south part of Belchertown. 
The sermon at the constituting of the church was preached by Rev. 
Thomas Rand, from Phil. II., 1, 2. 

The church thus organized consisted of 24 members, of whom 21 were 
from the church at Belchertown. At this time they were supplied with 
preaching one-fourth of the time by Rev. Alvin Bennett. In the winter of 
1826-27 seven members were added to the church by baptism. In the 
fall of 1827 Rev. Henry Archibald of Shrewsbury became its pastor, 
being at the same time pastor of the Baptist church in Belchertown. In 
the spring of 1830, Mr. Archibald was succeeded by Rev. Tubal Wakefield 





































of Lyme, Conn., in the 
pastorate of these two 
churches. Mr. Wakefield 
remained with them two 
years. 

In the spring of 1832 
the present meeting house 
at Three Rivers was com¬ 
menced and on the 11 th 
of September, 1833, it was 
dedicated, Rev. Addison 
Parker of Sturbridge 
preaching on the occa¬ 
sion. During the building 
of this house, the church 
was supplied for a con¬ 
siderable time gratui¬ 
tously by neighboring 
ministers, that the re¬ 
sources of this small parish 
might be applied to the 
building of the sanctuary. In the spring of 1833, Rev. David Pease 
became pastor, but at the end of one year was succeeded by John R. 
Bigelow. Mr. Bigelow commenced his labors as a candidate for settlement, 
and was ordained at the session of the association in August following. 

Since the erection of the present church building the church has been 
served by many pastors and has seen much prosperity and not a little 
adversity. Large numbers have been added to its membership since 1833 
but the church has had laid upon it the painful duty of withdrawing the 
hand of fellowship from many of its members and dropping many others. 

This church left the Sturbridge association and joined the Westfield 
association in 1875. The church was incorporated in 1890. Its present 
membership numbers 92. Its last settled pastor was Rev. E. C. Weeks, 
who served from September, 1893, to July, 1895, under whose labors 
many were added to the church. 
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The Second Baptist church of Palmer was founded by a colony from the 
First Baptist church at Three Rivers. Twenty members took letters from 
this church and formed the new society, which was organized August 8, 
1852. Sabbath services were held in halls early in 1852, and among the 

first preachers were Rev. Dr. Pattison, Rev. - Gunnison and Rev. 

Judson Chaplin. 

In September of the same year Rev. Samuel A. Collins, Jr., was publicly 
recognized as pastor, and the following year steps were taken for the 
erection of a church which 
was completed and dedi¬ 
cated in March, 1854. It 
was built upon its present 
site, near the railroad sta¬ 
tion, at a cost of $5000. 

Mr. Collins resigned his 
charge the same month 
and was succeeded by 
Andrew D. Bullock who 
was ordained in 1855 and 
resigned in i860. 

The succeeding pastors 
have been Rev. C. Sher¬ 
man Smith, 1860-1863? 

Rev. E. M. Haynes, 1866- 
1869, Rev. J. H. Tilton, 

1869-1870, Rev. E. D. 

Daniels, 1870-1871, Rev. 

R. R. Riddell, 1872-1873, 

Rev. E. A. Goddard, 1874- 
1876, Rev. Phillip Berrv,, 

1877-1878, joint pastors 
of this and the Three 
Rivers church, Rev. T. C. 

Russell, 1878-1881, also 
joint pastor of the two 
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churches, Rev. O. R. Hunt, 1883-1885, Rev. A. W. Weeks, 1885-1892, 
Rev. Samuel Frost, 1892-1894, and the present pastor, Rev. C. R. Minard. 

Mr. Minard was born at Corneallis, N. S., and was educated at Horton 
Collegiate Academy and Acadia University, graduating from the latter in 
1890. Soon after this he entered upon a successful work at Clementsvale, 
N. S., where he was ordained, and after a short pastorate continued his 
studies at Newton Theological Seminary, where he graduated in 1895 and 
accepted his present field of work the same year. 

The Universalist society was formed in 1858 and maintained until the 
war of the rebellion, when services were suspended. Meetings were held 
in the Antique Hall on the present location of the Weeks House. Among 
the preachers of that day were “ Father” Whittemore, H. R. Nye of 
Cincinnati, later of Springfield, John G. Adams of Worcester, John H. 
Willis, father of Albert H. Willis, formerly of Palmer, C. N. Fay, D. D., 
and for permanent supply one-half the time N. T. Wright of New 
Hampshire, father of Carrol D. Wright of Washington, the able statistician. 
Mr. Wright served for nearly two years. After the suspension of these 
earlier services meetings were rarely held and there was little Universalist 
preaching in Palmer until 1874, when interest was revived and meetings 
held in halls and residences until February, 1875. A home was provided 
for those who chose to gather in Union Hall, which M. W. French had 
finished in his block built on the corner of Central and Pleasant streets, 
the present location of Memorial Hall. 

The first preaching was by Prof. W. B. Shipman of Tufts College, 
February 13, 1876, after which date services were held regularly, the 
movement having the advantage of the wise counsel and active interest of 
A. J. Patterson, D. D., of Roxbury, then president of the Universalist state 
convention. Through his influence the young parish secured as its first 
pastor, Rev. Charles H. Eaton, a graduate of Goddard Seminary, Tufts 
College and Divinity School, who accepted the call to that office, February 
13, 1877, on the first anniversary of the first preaching service, and re¬ 
mained until the third Sunday of May, 1881. He then entered upon the 
duties of pastor of the Church of Divine Paternity in the city of New York, 
succeeding Dr. E. H. Chapin, and still remains in that honored position. 
During Mr. Eaton’s pastorate the parish took steps to build a church. It 
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purchased of the estate 
of Albert Burleigh the fine 
site on Park, Central and 
Walnut streets, and elect¬ 
ed as building committee 
M. W. French, S. R. Law¬ 
rence, J. A. Squier, Rev. 
C. H. Eaton, George 
Robinson and A. H.Willis, 
who contracted with the 
Flynt Building and Con¬ 
struction Co., for the 
present edifice. It was 
dedicated May 20, 1880. 

Rev. E. A. Perry of 
Tufts College accepted the 
vacant pastorate in 1882, 
and resigning in 1886 re¬ 
moved to Fort Plain, N. 
Y., and later to Coopers- 
town of the same state. 
Rev. F. W. Betts of Plymouth, N. H., and a graduate of Clinton Liberal 
Institute, Canton, N. Y., became pastor in the summer of 1886. In 1889 
he accepted a call from his present church at Syracuse, N. Y., and was 
succeeded by Rev. J. F. Albion of Tufts Divinity School, who went, 
December, 1891, to Fitchburg and is now settled at Malden. The present 
pastor, Rev. H. F. Moulton, called December 29, 1891, and installed 
October 27, 1892, was born at Scarborough, Me., and is a graduate of 
Gorham high school, Westbrook Seminary and Tufts Divinity School, where 
he was ordained June 13, 1892. While at college he preached three 
summers at East Eddington, Me., and came to the Palmer church a young 
preacher. He has proved a consecrated worker and a citizen who takes 
great interest in the welfare of the town. 

The Union Flvangelical church of Three Rivers was organized April 27, 
1876, with a membership of 37. 


Previous to the organization of the church a mission had been conducted 
for about two years by Rev. Theodore A. Leete, pastor of the Congrega¬ 
tional church in Thorndike, the services being held in Pickering Hall, 
which occupied a part of the present school building. 

An extensive revival of religion prevailed in connection with this mission, 
and the new converts and other resident Christians, desiring a suitable 
church home, a union church was organized. 

The ecclesiastical council which organized the church was composed of 
representatives from several evangelical denominations. 

The following is a list of the pastors of the church in the order of their 
service to the present time—1896 : Rev. T. A. Leete, Rev. M. M. Tracy, 
Rev. F. W. Cobb, (died in office), Rev. C. D. Dudley, Rev. W. L. Noyes, 
Rev. C. L. Ayer, Rev. G. W. Christie, Rev. J. P. White and Rev. G. S. Butler. 

This church, organized with a membership of 37, now numbers more 
than 200. A flourishing and well organized Sunday school is connected 
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with the church. It has a 
membership of above 250. 
The present church edifice 
was erected in 1877. It 
has recently been repaired 
and lighted with electricity. 

A commodious parson¬ 
age was built in 1892 and 
occupies the site where the 
first schoolhouse in Three 
Rivers was located. It com¬ 
mands a fine view of the 
village and surrounding 
country. 

Gardner Smith Butler, 
pastor of the Union Evan¬ 
gelical church of Three 
Rivers, was born and edu¬ 
cated in Vermont. His 
first pastorate was in con¬ 
nection with the Congre¬ 
gational church of North Troy, Vt., where he remained four years. He 
has also served as pastor at Union, N. H., for five years, and at Ballard 
Vale, Andover, Mass., three years. He was called to the pastorate of the 
Union Evangelical church of Three Rivers, May 19, 1892. 

The Methodist Episcopal church had its beginning in a class of ten 
persons, which was formed at Three Rivers by Rev. A. laylor in 1833. 
The class met in the schoolhouse on the hill. At first it was connected 
with Brookfield circuit, but in a short time it became connected with South 
Belchertown. In 1837 u chapel was built opposite and a little to the 
southwest of the mill, Mrs. Hubbard giving the land, on condition that it 
should be occupied by a Methodist chapel and should revert to her heirs 
whenever such religious service was discontinued. 

Up to 1841 the society divided the labors of the pastor with the society 
in Belchertown; but in that year it was made a station, with Rev. J. 


Nichols in charge. The society prospered and its numbers gradually 
increased. 

A class had been formed at Thorndike before 1845, and the next year 
applied to the conference for a pastor. Rev. N. E. Cobleigh was sent. 
A church was organized January 23, 1847. Services were held in the hall 
of the schoolhouse. At the end of a year the membership numbered 60. 
In 1852 the society began to hold services in the old Congregational 
meeting house at Palmer Center, and continued to do so for two years. 
In 1853 this church and the one at South Belchertown were made one 
charge, with Rev. D. Atkins as pastor. 

As the outcome and adjustment of a series of difficulties encountered by 
the Thorndike society, in 1854, this and the mother church at Three 
Rivers came together and formed one large congregation. During the 
summer they met in the Town House at Four Corners. In the winter 
they returned to the old chapel. In 1855 it was decided to build a new 
meeting house at the Four Corners. Work was begun in September, 1856, 
and the house was dedicated June 16, 1857. The chapel at Three Rivers 
being given up by the denom¬ 
ination, reverted to the Hubbard 
heirs, was sold and removed 
and made over into a dwelling 
house. 

In April, 1866, the Methodists 
of South Belchertown and those 
living in Bondsville formed a 
union and commenced holding 
services in Union Hall. A class 
of fifteen members was organ¬ 
ized, and the Sabbath school 
was started with 70 members. 

In 1875-6 a neat and con¬ 
venient house of worship was 
erected at a cost of $6000. 

In 1885 the church at Four 
Corners disbanded, and a large 
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part of the members join¬ 
ed the Bondsville church, 
which is now the only 
church of the denomina¬ 
tion in Palmer. 

The preachers in charge 
of Bondsville M. E. church 
since its organization have 
been as follows: Rev. 
John Cadwell, 1866-8; 
Rev. William N. Hubbard, 
1868-70 ; Rev. William P. 
Blackmar, 1870-2 ; Rev. 

J. W. Cole, 1872-3 ; Rev. 
George E. Chapin, 
1 87 3 — 5 ; Rev. Alfred 
Noon, 1875-6; Rev. D. 

K. Merrill, 1876-9 ; Rev. 
A. C. Manson, 1879-82; 
Rev. George H. Clarke, 

1882-5 ; Rev. J. W. Fulton, 1885-8; Rev. E. W. Virgin, 1888-90; Rev. 
J. A. Day, 1890-3 ; Rev. F. J. Hale, 1893-6. Rev. R. E. Smith, the 
present pastor, was born in Holyoke, Mass., June 15, 1868. He received 
his education in the public schools at Holyoke, Wesleyan Academy, Boston 
University, College of Liberal Arts, and Boston University School of 
Theology. He graduated from the latter institution in June, 1894, and was 
appointed pastor of Bondsville M. E. church in April, 1896. 

The Roman Catholic religion was first taught in Palmer in 1850, when 
Rev. William Blenkinsop, then of Springfield, afterwards of Boston, called 
together the few Catholics who at that time lived in and about Palmer. 

The first meeting, as near as can be ascertained, was held in the old dry 
house of the Thorndike Manufacturing Company at Thorndike, and here 
for quite a period the worshipers met, not oftener than twice a month. 

The next meeting place was in Newton’s hall at Thorndike, where 


services were held until measures were taken to purchase a building. 
When by voluntary subscription enough money had been collected, the old 
Orthodox meeting house at Palmer Center was bought and dedicated by 
the . late Bishop Fitzgerald of Boston, who, the same day, dedicated the 
old St. Williams’ church in Ware. 

Father Blenkinsop officiated at Palmer nearly a year in the re-modeled 
edifice. When he took charge of Chicopee, the Palmer parish was 
attended from Ware, the late Vicar-General Healey, being pastor. 

Under the administration of this zealous clergyman, many improvements 
were made and a new church built in Monson, and both Monson and 
Palmer were united into one parish. 

Rev. Father Lasco became pastor of the newly formed parish, but after 
a brief incumbency of six months, was suddenly taken ill and died. 

His successor was Rev. Father Rossi, now of Brighton, who after a few 
years was transferred to the arch-diocese. 



ST. THOMAS’ CATHOLIC CHURCH, PALMER. 
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Father Molinari was 
then appointed, but after 
a brief pastorate removed 
to California. Rev. Fmncis 
J. Lynch, then of Hol¬ 
yoke, now pastor of St. 
Mary’s Catholic church, 
Thorndike, was then ap¬ 
pointed by the Archbishop. 
As Thorndike was then 
the most central point for 
his congregation, Father 
Lynch soon built there 
the present structure, still, 
however, retaining his res¬ 
idence in Palmer village. 

The rapid growth of 
Catholicity soon 
demanded greater 
accommodations 
and the division of 

the parish resulted. Bondsville became a separate parish, in 
charge of Rev. B. McKeany, who built a church there and still 
retains the pastorate. The French Catholics of Three Rivers, 
Bondsville and Thorndike organized a new society, and under the 
direction of Rev. A. A. Lamy built churches in the two former 
villages. 

Father Lynch took charge of Thorndike, and his successor at 
Palmer was Rev. Thomas J. Sullivan, who built the present St. 
Thomas’ church, and served as pastor until his removal to Uxbridge 
in June, 1889. 

The interests of the Catholic people are at present looked after 
by Rev. William H. Hart, assisted by Rev. Thomas D. Donoghue. 

Rev. William H. Hart was born at Springfield, May 23, 1857. 

He graduated from Springfield high school in 1874, Holy Cross 


College, Worcester, in 1878, and was ordained priest in Baltimore, 
December 16, 1881. 

St. Bartholomew’s parish in Bondsville was organized in December, 

1878, by Rev. Daniel Sullivan, who remained in charge until March the 
following year. After his resignation the present pastor, Rev. B. McKeany, 
assumed control. 

The corner stone for the present church structure was laid in September, 

1879. It was completed in time so that the first service was held 
Christmas day of the same year. Later the church was remodeled, and at 
present has sittings for about 500. 

Rev. B. McKeany, the venerable rector of the parish, was born in 
Ireland. He received his education for the priesthood in the old country 
and at Montreal. During his long pastorate of 17 years, he has won the 
universal respect of his parishioners and townspeople. 

St. Mary’s church at Thorndike was erected in 1876, and has been an 
important factor in the religious life of this prosperous village ever since. 
It is a substantial building and has a seating capacity of 760. The rectory 
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was built in 1878. Rev. F. J. Lynch, the rector of St. Mary’s, came to 
Palmer in 1869, and has been actively engaged ever since. He was 
educated at St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, and was ordained in 1865. 
After about four years of work at Holyoke, he came to Palmer in 1869. 
At that time there was but one Catholic parish in Palmer and services 
were held in the old church at Palmer Center, formerly used by the 
Congregationalists. St. Mary’s prosperity is largely due to his efforts. 

St. Anne’s church property in Three 
Rivers represents an investment of $ 25,000 
The church itself is an attractive appearing 
edifice, and the interior finish is as com¬ 
plete and artistic as the best talent could 
make it. The interior is Gothic in design 
and the decorations are very pleasing. A 
magnificent pipe organ placed in the church 
at a cost of $2000 is a part of its equipment. 

The parish was established in 1882 by 
Rev. A. A. Lamy, who remained in charge 
until 1889, when he was succeeded by the 
present pastor, Rev. Joseph Marchand. The 
church was built in 1884. In 1892 the 
present pastor built an addition and made 
other improvements at a cost of $11,000. A 
new sanctuary and a vestry were included 
in the improvements. 

Rev. Joseph Marchand, rector of St. 

Anne’s, was born at St. Paul, Minn., in 
1861. He finished his education at Assump¬ 
tion College, Montreal, P. Q., and was ordained to the priesthood at 
Springfield in 1885, by Bishop O’Reilly. After four years at Worcester, as 
curate in the church of Notre Dame, he came to Palmer and took charge 
of St. Anne’s parish, which has grown and prospered under his care. 

The French Catholic church at Bondsville was built a few years ago, and 
is an auxiliary to the church at Ihree Rivers. The pastor of St. Anne’s 
presides over the Bondsville church, which has quite a large congregation. 


The Advent chapel in the Depot village was built in 1875, upon land 
given for the purpose by Dr. E. G. Wood. The society was formed one 
year previous to that time, and first held meetings in McGilvray’s hall on 
South Main street. 

The chapel was dedicated in October, 1875. For several years there 
has been no settled pastor and no regular services. The society holds 
occasional meetings, and the chapel is sometimes used for other meetings. 

All the churches in Palmer have auxiliary 
societies attached to them, there being in 
several churches more than one. The work 
of the churches is greatly aided by these 
societies, while the latter do much inde¬ 
pendently. 

Many of the most attractive entertain¬ 
ments which are given in Palmer from time 
to time are under the auspices of some of 
the church societies, and the good resulting 
from them can hardly be estimated. 

A special effort is made by the churches 
to bring the young people into close rela¬ 
tionship with religion and each other, and 
the result is very beneficial. The steady 
growth of all the church societies is in a far 
greater ratio than the increase in the gen¬ 
eral population. Every society in town is 
in good financial standing, and among the 
pastors is a very flattering array of talent. 
Palmer has five cemeteries, all of which 
are somewhat used at the present time, and are partially supported by the 
town. The one in the Depot village has of late been largely cared for by 
the Palmer Cemetery Association. The Thorndike cemetery is owned and 
cared for by the Catholic societies. 

In some of the cemeteries are old stones bearing very interesting 
inscriptions. They have been pretty well sought out by curiosity seekers, 
however, and are all well known. 



ST. ANNE’S CHURCH, THREE RIVERS. 
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©ur public Schools 


ATAHE intellectuality of any New England community may be safely 
| gauged by the condition of its public schools. This is a self 
evident fact which requires no argument to enforce it. Several 
factors, however, are necessary to produce 
ideal schools, or even an approximation to 
them; a community interested in the welfare 
of its schools, well appointed schoolhouses, 
thoroughly trained teachers, a carefully arranged 
system of studies and a fully competent super¬ 
intendent, sustained by an intelligent board. 

That Palmer has well nigh attained the ideal 
condition marked out above, is quite well 
sustained by the facts. 

Let us glance at the genesis and growth of 
our schools and learn by what evolutionary 
process they have secured their present pre¬ 
eminence. The way has been long and devi¬ 
ous, the time occupied, nearly one hundred 
and fifty years. Many difficulties have been 
met and overcome, many prejudices removed; 
but the result has been a victory well worthy 
of the cause. The founders of our town were 
practical men, who had some advantages of education. Some of them 
had received a college training and were naturally interested in 
promoting the intellectual training of their children. But, incidental to 


HIGH SCHOOL 


the founding of the town, they were constantly hindered by lack of means 
in carrying out desired plans. Thus it transpired that for nearly a 
quarter of a century their youth were instructed at home, or, in certain 

, s ,, .. . ._ contingencies, at the home of a better informed 

neighbor, as was often the custom of those 
times. The children thus obtained the bare 
rudiments of knowledge, whereby they were 
enabled to read, write, and perform the simplest 
problems in mathematics. 

In 1752 the community was arranged into a 
township, when it became necessary that some 
means for public instruction should be pro¬ 
vided. The town was then divided into four 
school districts, and the sum of ten pounds, 
fourteen shillings and four pence was granted 
for the support of the schools for one year. 
One teacher was employed to give instruction 
in rotation, or about two months in each 
quarter. 

This was the beginning of our public school 
system, one hundred and forty-four years ago, 
building, palmer. w qh about $50 a year for expenses and one 

teacher for instruction. But this meager foundation contained the germ 
of wonderful possibilities. In 1764 another district was added and was 
located at the Center. 
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL BUILDING, THORNDIKE. 

In 1789 the number of districts was increased to nine, and in 1850 they 
had increased to thirteen. As no schoolhouses were built prior to 1767, 
the schools were held in private houses, in the most convenient parts of the 
town. Soon after the above date, however, schoolhouses were erected in 
the five divisions, the house at the Center being completed in 1782, 

The school buildings of those days were of a very primitive pattern, 
containing a single low room, with a huge fireplace, located on the end 
opposite the teacher’s desk. The seats were made of slabs, with the 
uneven side turned down, sustained' by stout standards driven into auger 
holes. The forms for the larger pupils were of long strips of partially 
dressed boards, on which their books could be placed. 

There was no call for an elaborate system of ventilation, for the huge 
fireplace and the open cracks in the unplastered walls afforded all the 
needed requisites. For many years the simplest rudiments were taught, 
including reading, spelling, writing and numbers. Geography and grammar 
came later, and were thought to be a great addition to the school 
curriculum of those days. 
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The schools were sometimes under the call of the selectmen, and 
sometimes in charge of a committee, and later of the town and district 
committee combined. The men comprising the school committee one 
hundred years ago, were doubtless sound on finance, but they evidently 
had sadly neglected their spelling books and were innocent of any 
knowledge of grammatical forms of expression, as the following report 
will show : 

“ Palmer, May the 17, 1787. 

Whareas the town of Palmer in time Past have chose we the Subscribers 
a Commite to Inspact into the afares of the town of Palmer consarning the 
Schools and other afaires which wee have Don as we have Exebated to 
the town which we have spant two days and a half Eh of us which wee 
charg the town 6 shillings Each of us £0. 18 : o total.” 

Joshua Shaw 1 

Robert Hunter >• Comitte 
David King j 

This chance bit of literature is introduced to show the state of learning 
in our town when the sum of $150 a year was expended for schools, for 



GRAMMAR SCHOOL BUILDING, BONDSVILLE. 
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this sum was the limit for school appropriations prior to 1795. From 
that date to 1830 the appropriations did not exceed $400. From that 
time until 1850 the limit was #1200, save in 1842. From 1850 to 1869 
the limit was $4000 per annum. In 1869 the old school system was abol¬ 
ished, when it was ascertained that the whole amount of school property 
in town, including land, was valued at $19,562. This became the 
property of the town, and the districts were reimbursed for the same. 

For one hundred years the schools of 
Palmer had made slow progress. They 
were in a well-worn rut, out of which it 
seemed difficult to move them. In 1851, 
however, it was voted to institute a high 
school, and $600 was appropriated for the 
purpose. From that time until 1868, the 
high school rotated from one village to 
another, thus losing much of its influence. 

At the above date, however, it became 
permanently located in the Depot village, 
since which time it has made constant 
progress, until it has become worthy to 
take its place beside any similar school in 
the state. The present high school build¬ 
ing was erected in 1888, and was first 
occupied the following year. It is a 
substantial structure, built of brick, well 
arranged, and cost the town about twenty 
thousand dollars. This school is under 
the charge of a principal and three assistants, 
aggregate $3125 a year. 

A regular course of study was formulated for the school in 1874, which 
has since been modified as its needs have required. The first class of six 
was graduated in 1877, since which time there have been 147 graduates. 

Of this number 25 have entered college and six have entered normal 
schools. A four years’ course of study at our high school will prepare a 
student for college, or, if he does not choose to go higher, for a business life. 
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Although it has required nearly fifty years for our high school to reach 
its present enviable position, its influence began to be felt from the first. 
The other schools in town were stimulated by it to do better work, that 
the pupils might be sooner fitted to go higher. Our high school needs 
only to be kept up to its present high standard to insure its permanence as 
an institution worthy the support of every liberal minded citizen. 

The advent of the mill and railroad in Palmer brought new conditions 

which its citizens were not slow to meet, 
and the schools soon began to feel the 
modernizing influence. From time imme¬ 
morial there had been but one school in 
Palmer north or west of Ware river. This 
school was located north from the Elbridge 
Hastings place, and here the children 
congregated from the Dutton bridge to 
the E. B. Gates farm until about 1829, 
when a school was established at Bonds- 
ville. 

The rising mill center at Thorndike also 
called for another division, so about 1842 
a small schoolhouse was built near where 
the Barke blacksmith shop now stands, 
for the accommodation of the village 
children. The building proving inade¬ 
quate, a large two-story house was built 
in 1846, which has served for school 
purposes until the present year, lasting 
just fifty years. It has now been superceded by a new building, on the 
same site, at a cost of $16,000. This ranks as the best and most 
expensive schoolhouse in the town, and as might be expected, is a model 
schoolhouse. The building contains four well-lighted rooms on the 
ground floor, and two school rooms, with a large assemby hall in the second 
story. The building has all needed modern improvements and is ventilated 
according to the most approved plan. This building is an evidence of the 
progressive spirit of the town and a source of pride to its citizens. 
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A little red schoolhouse was built at Bondsville just before 1829, to 
accommodate the children of the new village. It was located near the 
pond, and served, its purpose for more than thirty years. Its accommo¬ 
dations were inadequate, however, for several years before a change was 
made by uniting with the Duckville district. 

About 1850 a large and commodious schoolhouse was made in Duckville 
by altering two stores. In 1861 this building was moved midway between 
the two villages, and the two districts were united. This building was 
used as a schoolhouse until 1891, 
when the present structure was 
built to take its place. It was 
erected on the same site, at a cost 
of $10,000. It is a well arranged 
building with modern appointments 
and facilities for perfect ventilation. 

It is a credit to the town, and will 
undoubtedly serve its purpose for 
many years to come. 

A school was established in what 
is now known as the Depot village, 
then known as the King Row, in 
1789, on the King farm, opposite 
the present agricultural park. It 
was a small building and was re¬ 
moved in 1841 to State avenue, 
across the river, and now forms a burleigh school 

part of the Slattery house. 

This was succeeded by the present Conant house, which contained one 
room on the ground floor and another in the second story. This house 
was made to accommodate the growing village until 1861, when the 
original part of the present building on Park street was erected at a cost 
of $4600. The same year a schoolhouse was also built at Tenneyville, at 
a cost of $1325. 

The new village schoolhouse contained four rooms, two on the ground 
floor and two in the second story. One of the upper rooms was used for 


the high school, and two of the others for the primary and grammar 
schools. It was many years before the fourth room was needed, but in 
1881 the number of scholars had so increased that a wing Was added, 
containing two rooms, at an expense of $2500. Since that time the six 
rooms have been filled. Recently the Blanchardville school has been 
closed and its pupils come to the school in the Depot village. 

A school was established in Three Rivers, after the location of the mill 
there, about 1830. The first schoolhouse was located near Kelley’s, on the 

hill, which became so crowded in a 
few years that in 1837 the mill com¬ 
pany built a house for the school near 
the canal, where there was an average 
attendance of about fifty scholars. 

In 1859 the district erected the 
present school building, at a cost of 
about $4000. In 1882 the growing 
needs of the school called for addi¬ 
tional room. This was added at an 
outlay of $3500. All the village 
schools have now been divided into 
nine grades, which adds greatly to 
their efficiency. 

If one wishes to obtain an object 
lesson in a country schoolhouse of 
the last century, it may be found 
BUILDING, PALMER. opposite the Burleigh house, now 

the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
William A. Lawson. The Row district was divided in 1798, when this 
house was built, wherein schools were held for more than 70 years. When 
the district system was abolished, in 1869, this house was sold at auction 
by the town, to Frank Morgan. The building was claimed, however, by 
Mr. Benjamin Burleigh, on whose land it had been built. His claim 
was sustained, and to this fortunate circumstance we owe its preservation. 
It has been used as a place of residence for many years, and is now 
so occupied. Externally the house has the same appearance which it has 
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sustained within the memory of the oldest inhabitant, although there are 
several persons living in Palmer who remember going to school there 
seventy years ago. 

From this hasty glance at the past history of the public schools, it will 
be seen that their growth, although slow for a long period, has attained 
wonderful results. Commencing with one teacher, at an expenditure of 
I50 a year, we have arrived at that point when the sum of $20,000 a year 
is needed and thirty-two teachers are employed. Then, the barest 
introduction to knowledge was afforded; now, our students can be fitted 
for college in their own town. Instead of five meager schoolhouses, for 
the construction of which sixty pounds were voted, we now have school 
buildings which have cost more than $53,000. 


For more than one hundred years the schools were conducted without 
being graded, and with little system or concert of action. Now, under 
the guidance of a competent superintendent, seconded by an intelligent 
committee, a unified system has been formulated, by which all the schools 
are conducted, and the village schools have been so graded that the best 
results are obtained. 

With a continuance of the present liberal support of our town, the 
application of the most approved methods of teaching, and the selection 
of trained teachers, well fitted for their work, there is no reason why 
Palmer should not occupy a leading position in the educational ranks of 
the state. 
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HOMAS LODGE, Free and Accepted Masons, was granted a 
charter Dec. 13th, 1796, by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 
Paul Revere was Grand Master and Isaiah Thomas Senior 
Grand Warden at that time. 

The petition for the charter bore the names of twelve members of the 
order residing in Monson, Palmer and vicinity, and asked to be located in 
the former town. There were then twenty-two lodges in the state, but 
this was the earliest in this county. 

A petition had been presented by the same petitioners to the Grand 
Lodge at its September meeting of that year, asking for a charter under the 
name of Franklin Lodge, in honor of Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia, 
another loyal and esteemed Mason and son of Massachusetts, who in 
1734, had been appointed by the Grand Lodge of England to be Grand 
Master of Masons in Pennsylvania. In that year he issued the first 
Masonic book published in America. 

This last mentioned petition was refused, because a charter had been 
issued in 1794 establishing Franklin Lodge in Cheshire. The twelve 
petitioners further considered their choice of a name, and unanimously 
adopted that at the head of this article, in honor of Isaiah Thomas of 
Worcester. The latter was a native of Boston, a printer and self-educated 
man, who, by his moral, mental and social qualities, had won a high 
position in public esteem, and by his generous devotion to Masonry, won 
and firmly held the confidence and affection of his Masonic brethren. 

A ready writer and fluent speaker, he gave his time, talents and money 
to aid in arousing a determination in Massachusetts and other colonies to 


the point of armed resistance to British rule. When war came, he entered 
the Continental army, and served until peace was declared. 

He was the trusted friend of the leaders of the patriots, especially of 
General Warren, who was elected Grand Master of Masons in Massachu¬ 
setts in 1772, and continued to hold that office until he was killed in the 
battle of Bunker Hill in 1776. He was equally intimate with Paul Revere, 
the patriotic telephone of ’76, who became Grand Master in 1794, and 
held that office three years, during which Isaiah Thomas was Senior Grand 
Warden. Mr. Thomas was elected Grand Master in 1802, and so served 
for four years. 

Ever after he was wisely alert by counsel and effort to strengthen and 
promote the interests of Masonry. In his will he bequeathed to the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, $500; to Morning Star Lodge of 
Worcester, $350, each legacy to be used toward the erection of handsome 
and commodious buildings for the respective bodies. 

He also bequeathed to Thomas Lodge and Thomas Royal Arch 
Chapter, $100 each. He provided in a codicil that “ whereas in my will 
I have bequeathed to the Massachusetts Grand Lodge and to other 
Masonic lodges, certain legacies, it is now my will that if the officers and 
members of either of said lodges to whom I have given legacies should 
(from the unjust and wicked excitement raised against Free Masons, 
evidently for political purposes, by self-created inquisitions formed of 
persons styling themselves Anti-Masons) determine it to be prudent wholly 
to cease to meet as a Lodge, and to give up their Charter in order to 
preserve peace in the community, or for any other cause to meet as a 
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Lodge, then the legacy I have bequeathed to such Lodge or Chapter 
mentioned, in my said will or in this codicil, I now give the same to the 
American Antiquarian Society.” 

He was the founder of this society, and its president from 1812 to 1831. 
He erected in 1820, at his own expense, a building for its use, made large 
donations of books, money and relics, and in his will bequeathed to it 
more than $50,000 besides making it residuary legatee. 

He made bequests to Harvard College, Massachusetts General Hospital, 
and various library, historical, typographical, charitable, humane and agri¬ 
cultural societies. He established the 
Massachusetts Spy in Boston in 1770, and 
for safety, and by advice of the Continental 
leaders, removed it to Worcester in 1775. 

He was appointed postmaster of that 
city by Benjamin Franklin, was a leader 
in organizing the first bank in Worcester, 
and was a leader in many business enter¬ 
prises in that city. In religion he was a 
Unitarian, in politics a Whig. His special 
business as printer and publisher flourished 
greatly. The first Book of Constitutions 
issued by the Grand Lodge of Massachu¬ 
setts, was from his press in 1792. It was 
dedicated to Washington, to whom a 
copy was sent, with an appropriate letter 
of presentation, by Grand Master John Cutler, 
characteristic acknowledgement was received : 

“To the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Common¬ 
wealth of Massachusetts. 

“ Flattering as it may be to the human mind, and truly honorable as it 
is, to receive from our fellow-citizens testimonials of approbation for 
exertions to promote the public welfare, it is not less pleasing to know that 
the milder virtues of the heart are highly respected by a society, whose 
liberal principles are founded in the immutable laws of truth and justice. 

“To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy the benevolent 


design of a Masonic institution, and it is most fervently to be wished, 
that the conduct of every member of the Fraternity, as well as those 
publications that discover the principles which actuate them, may tend to 
convince mankind that the grand object of Masonry is to promote the 
happiness of the human race. 

“ While I beg your acceptance of my thanks for the 4 Book of 
Constitutions ’ which you have sent me, and for the honor you have 
done me in the dedication, permit me to assure you that I feel all those 
emotions of gratitude which your affectionate address and cordial wishes 

are calculated to inspire. And I sincerely 
pray, that the Great Architect of the 
Universe may bless you here, and receive 
you hereafter in his Immortal Temple. 

George Washington.” 
In his will Dr. Thomas (the degree of 
L. L. D. having been conferred upon him 
by Harvard College) wrote, “ I give to the 
American Antiquarian Society, (what I 
esteem a most precious relic,) a small lock 
of hair from the head of the Saviour of 
his Country, General George Washington, 
at the time of his death.” 

Thoughtful men combining for any 
worthy purpose indicate in the name 
selected for the society, the quality and 
character of the results expected. Franklin, the self-reliant man, wise 
philosopher, successful statesman and zealous Mason, whose mission to the 
court of France for assistance to carry on the struggle for independence, 
during some of its darkest days, aided by his Masonic privileges, was most 
helpfully successful in securing money, material and men, led by the gallant 
French Free Mason, LaFayette. 

To these two men, Franklin and Thomas, each a substantially worthy 
representative American Free Mason, the brethren petitioners turned for 
an ideal name under which to work the mystic tie. Denied their first 
choice, they never regretted the second. 



RECEPTION ROOM, THOMAS LODGE. 
In due time the following 
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They proceeded to organize in due and ancient form, and the lodge 
was presented a complete set of officers’ jewels by Brother Thomas, 
which are now in use. The first elective officers were: Dr. Samuel 
Guthrie, W. M. ; Dr. David Young, S. W.; Hezekiah Fisk, J. W.; Samuel 
D. Ward, Treas.; Dr. Ede Whitaker, Sec’y. 

The lodge gathered a notable body of members from parts of Hampden, 
Hampshire and Worcester counties, and Stafford, Ct. Men of every 
calling and profession, repre¬ 
sentatives of every sect and 
party, prominent among whom 
were Rev. Alfred Ely, the long¬ 
time chaplain of the lodge and 
pastor of the Congregational 
church in Monson, and Hosea 
Ballou, who became the first 
president of Tufts College. At 
the time of his admission he 
was pastor of the Universalist 
church in Stafford, Ct. 

With much regularity, it ob¬ 
served the feast days of St. John 
the Baptist, and St. John the 
Evangelist, by a sermon in a 
church from a brother of the 
clergy, followed by a dinner at a 
hotel, an ovation by a lay brother, 
and appropriate toasts. One of 
these observances were held in meeting room, 

Brinffield, where several members resided. 

Remembering the universal custom prevailing when the lodge was 
instituted, and for a long time afterward, it is remarkable that early 
in its history it voted to dispense with the use of intoxicating drinks at 
the meetings. 

As these were held in the forenoon, continuing until the completion of 
the business of the communication, and involving a dinner, the question of 


drinks was one not lightly to be settled, and the decision indicates the 
progressiveness of the early members of this body. 

June 8th, 1800, the lodge voted “ that the brethren of Thomas Lodge 
wear a black ribbon in the button-holes of the coat, as a badge of mourning 
for our illustrious brother, George Washington, for six months.” This 
record is underscored with heavy black lines. 

In 1820, Dr. Thomas delivered before the lodge a “ dissertation ” upon 

the subject of brotherly love, 
which was listened to with care¬ 
ful attention. The teacher’s 
wise admonitions and counselings 
were treasured by his grateful 
brethren with most profound 
respect. He died in Worcester, 
April 4th, 1831, mourned most 
by those who had most intimately 
known him. 

While the lodges throughout 
the country had been quietly 
doing their fraternal work among 
their members, and upholding 
the government, under protec¬ 
tion of which they existed, 
scheming politicians had sought 
to influence the public mind 
against the order. They had so 
far succeeded, that forgetful of 
THOMAS LODGE. the beneficent and patriotic work 

of Washington, Franklin, Thomas, W 7 arren, Hancock, Revere, and a 
mighty host of their worthy associates and successors, living and dead, 
the people in many sections of the country were led to combine for the 
extermination of the order, as an enemy to public and private wellbeing. 

The persecutions and hatreds resulting, were terrible. Families were 
estranged, churches divided, and social and political ostracism visited 
upon Masons who would not denounce the order. Many lodges closed 












PICTORIAL PALMER. 


47 


f 


i 


> 


their doors, and met only in the greatest secrecy. After years of quiet 
contest against the madness of the times, the fury of which seemed to 
increase, Thomas Lodge voted on the 14th day of January, 1835, to 
surrender its charter, bearing the honored names of Paul Revere and 
Isaiah Thomas, to the keeping of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 
and to suspend meetings. 

The funds were divided among the members, to be used for the benefit 
of distressed brethren. Each officer received in charge his official jewel 
and implement. The beloved chaplain, Rev. Alfred Ely, took charge of 
the Bible, and sadly, but hopeful of a time of returning reason and justice, 
the lodge ceased its activities. 

The elective officers at this timewere : Hon. Joseph L. Reynolds, W. M.; 
Elias Turner, S. W.; Timothy H. Brown, J. W.; Amos Norcross, Treas.; 
Lucius F. Newton, Sec’y. These officers were all of Monson, except 
the S. W., who lived in Palmer. 

Although the lights were no longer displayed, as had been the custom 
for nearly forty years, the light of Masonic interest was not extinct, and 
Masonic friendships were very precious. In safe place, the steadfast 
Masons recalled the events and persons that had made Thomas Lodge 
worthy its proud name. The hope was ever cherished that the time 
would come when circumstances would justify a petition for the restoration 
of the ancient charter, that under its authority they might again meet 
upon the level, and part upon the square. 

The hoped for time came, and ten members, to wit: Elias Turner, 
Joseph L. Reynolds, Lucius F. Newton, Jacob Thompson, J. R. Flynt, 
Alfred Ely, Jacob Nichols, D. B. Hannum, Otis Bradford and Joel Tucker, 
sent a petition to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, asking for the return 
of the charter, and to be located in Palmer. 

At its quarterly communication, Sept. 10th, 1856, the Grand Lodge 
ordered the charter restored to the petitioners, with all its original powers 
and privileges, and located the lodge in Palmer. The order was signed by 
Dr. Winslow Lewis, Grand Master, and Charles W. Moore, Grand Secretary. 

On Oct. nth, following, the brethren assembled in Palmer. Joseph L. 
Reynolds resumed his station in the East and Elias Turner in the West, 
stations each occupied when the lodge suspended its work twenty-one 


years before. The other elective offices were filled temporarily by Jacob 
Thompson, J. W.; Jacob Nichols, Treas.; J. W. Crooks, Sec’y. 

The brethren who convened were devoutly glad. The jewels and other 
paraphernalia were gathered, the venerable chaplain, Dr. Ely, restoring 
the ancient Bible. Again the gavel sounded in the East; its sound was 
music to the ears of the assembled veterans. Brother Reynolds gave an 
earnest and hearty welcome and wise counsel, and proceeded with the 
business of the meeting. 

The lodge made its home in the third story of McGilvray’s block on 
South Main street. The community offered but little hostility to the new 
arrival. During the Anti-Masonic war the public was divided into three 
classes, Masons, Anti-Masons, and the large majority not joining in the 
fight, which came to be called Jack-Masons. Many of the latter were 
very friendly to the persecuted order, and none of them would join the 
Antis in their crusade, and were hated accordingly. 

Jack-Masons had been very numerous in Palmer. The resident 
members were well known, as were those who came from Monson 
and elsewhere, so the lodge received a civil and courteous welcome here. 
Applicants for admission were numerous, and success was soon assured. 

Several Masons were admitted to membership by affiliation at the first 
meeting, among them S. G. Shaw, who was elected Junior Warden the 
November following. He served two years in the office of Senior Warden, 
also that of Worshipful Master in i860 and 1861. This brother was the 
father of James B. Shaw, who, like his father, has an unwavering loyalty 
for the order. 

The first applications for admission by initiation were presented October 
14th, 1856, from E. G. Shaw (a brother of S. G. Shaw), Calvin Torrey, 
Daniel Butterfield, J. P. Claggett and Roderick Newell. These all 
in due time were received into membership. Capt. A. N. Dewey, who 
had been initiated in Lee, asked Thomas Lodge to confer the two 
remaining degrees, which was done. He soon became its treasurer, and 
continued in this office many years, honored, trusted and loved. 

The senior member is James S. Loomis, who was initiated Jan. 7 th, 1857. 
He is followed by Charles H. Murdock, dating from March 4th, 1857, 
George Robinson, from April 8th, and Dr. William Holbrook, June 1st, of 
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that year. John W. Robinson, now of Ware, was initiated July 6th, 1857, 
but took a demit, and is now a member of Eden Lodge of Ware. 
F. J. Wassum was initiated in February, 1858; E. H. Young in June, 
1859, and Asahel Abbott in April, i860. Of the large number admitted 
during the first three years of the lodge in Palmer, these are all who 
remain members of it. Most of the others have gone to “ that 
undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.” 

New lodges were formed in the towns about this, which had been 
tributary to it. Ichabod Pope and others of Enfield, petitioned January 
4th, 1858, for approval of a lodge in that town, to be known as Bethel 
Lodge. Rev. C. A. Bradley and others petitioned March 10th, 1858, for 
a lodge in Warren, to be known as Quaboag Lodge. They were granted 
with good will, although Thomas Lodge lost valuable membership by the 
action. 

The genuineness of its good will is attested by the fact that in 
December, 1859, Thomas Lodge invited the members of Bethel and 
Quaboag Lodges, with their ladies, to an entertainment January 2d, i860. 
The committee of entertainment was George Robinson, W. C. Child, 
M. Fox, J. M. Porter and A. M. Phillips. Guests came in goodly numbers 
and a most enjoyable meeting resulted. Hon. Joseph L. Reynolds was 
Master, and presided in Masonic Hall, and at the banquet in the Antique 
House, with skill and wit. 

Later, lodges were formed in Monson, Wilbraham, Belchertown, Ware 
and Wales, widening the influence of the order, but lessening the numerical 
strength of Thomas Lodge, one hundred and fifty being the present 
membership. The early home in McGilvray’s block was retained many 
years, but quarters have been occupied in Commercial block, French’s 
block, and the building on Central street now owned by the Masonic Hall 
Association, in which the lodge holds the controlling interest. 

The patriotic spirit which moved the founders of this Lodge never 
failed. Its members responded to the call of the government in the war 
of 1812, as in that of the Rebellion. Members while in the service were 
exempted from dues, and given aid and encouragement. 

The lodge has been fortunate in the brethren appointed to the office of 
D. D. G. M. The late Judge ShurtlefE held that office in 1861, and 


installed the officers. Henry Chickering of Pittsfield held the office four, 
years. Maj. S. B. Spooner followed, and publicly installed the officers in 
the vestry of the Congregational church. In 1863 the lodge celebrated 
the anniversary of Washington’s birthday, inviting lodges and ladies 
within twenty miles. 

The longest term of active service as Master of the lodge was that of 
Joseph L. Reynolds, twelve years. James B. Shaw has served eight years, 
and enjoys the remarkable honor of having presided over Hampden 
Royal Arch Chapter for more than a quarter of a century. George O. 
Henry was Master of three lodges, Day Spring of Monson, where he was 
made a Mason, Anchor of Wales, of which he was a charter member, and 
Thomas Lodge, with which he later affiliated, and of which he was a 
member at the time of his death. The Senior Past Master is George 
Robinson (1862), who served five years. The present officers are as 
follows: W. M., G. H. Wilkins; s/w., W. H. Brainerd; J. W., C. T. 
Brainerd ; Treasurer, W. E. Stone ; Secretary, H. W. McGregory ; S. D., 
D. L. Bodfish; J. D., J. A. Hawkes; S. S., C. W. Johnson; J. S., 
G. H. Magrath; Marshal, C. E. Fish; Chaplain, Rev. H. F. Moulton; 
Organist, C. B. Fiske ; Tyler, James Knox. 

Hampden Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, holds a charter dated June 9th, 
1863, which includes these members: James B. Shaw, Elisha M. Sholes, 
Joel B. Williams, Joseph L. Reynolds, Sylvanus G. Shaw, Edward C. 
Robinson, Marshal Fox, Edward F. Morris, Frederick J. Wassum, William 
W. Cross, Elijah B. Shaw, Rice M. Reynolds, David B. Hannum, Daniel 

D. Moody, John Thayer and Nelson F. Rogers. 

The first special meeting of the chapter was held June 22d, 1863, 
with these officers, chosen for the first year : H. P., J. B. Shaw; K., 

E. M. Sholes; Scribe, M. Fox; Treasurer, M. F. Rogers; Secretary, W. 
W. Cross; C. H., S. G. Shaw; P. S., E. C. Robinson; R. A. C., 
E. F. Morris; M. 3d V., R. M. Reynolds; M. 2d V., F. J. Wassum; 
M. 1st V., John Thayer; Tyler, D. B. Hannum. 

During the thirty-three years of the chapter’s life, about one hundred 
and fifty-seven members have been added to the ranks, of whom about 
one hundred remain. These members have been gathered from the 
Masonic lodges of Palmer and surrounding towns, as this is the only 
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chapter established in Eastern Hampden outside of Springfield. It 
includes many of the most influential men in this vicinity. 

There have been but six High Priests of the chapter, as follows : J. B. 
Shaw, who has presided for twenty-four years, seventeen of which were in 
consecutive order from the beginning of the chapter, A. Pinney, one year, 
George Robinson, three years, G. O. Henry, three years, S. H. Hellyar, 
two years and G. B. Kenerson, one year. The chapter has always held its 
meetings in the rooms of Thomas 
Lodge, and now has a joint ownership 
in Masonic Hall. The annual meet¬ 
ings are now held in December. The 
officers for 1896 are as follows : H. P., 

J. B. Shaw; K., George Robinson; 

Scribe, E. G. Hastings; Secretary, F. 

A. Royce; C. H., A. Pinney; P. S., 

F. D. Barton ; R. A. C., W. A. Barnes ; 

M. 3d V., D. H. Brown; M. 2d V., 

W. A. Weld ; M. 1st V., G. A. Bills; 

Chaplain, H. E. W. Clark; Tyler, 

C. S. Ruggles. 

The charter of Washington Council, 

Royal and Select Masters, dates from 
June nth, 1873. It was located in 
Ware, and includes these original 
members: John T. Jordan, Elias 
Smith, George Robinson, Edward P. 

Howard, Horace Hunt, Charles D. 

Johnson, Henry Forbes, John E. Phelps, 

M. Coney. 

The first special assembly was held in Ware, June 24th, 1873, but the 
permanent officers of the year were not elected until December 2d of 
that year. They were as follows : T. I. M., H. M. Coney; R. I. M., 
H. Hendrick; I. M. of W., W. O. Gould; M. of Ex., A. Sanford; 
Recorder, F. A. Shear. The council prospered for many years, but 
owing to changed conditions it seemed wise to remove its location to 
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Palmer. The change was effected April 8th, 1890, when the first 
assembly was held there in its new home. Judge Robinson, one of the 
two surviving charter members, was elected Thrice Illustrious Master, and 
has since been continued in the same office. 

The Past Thrice Illustrious Masters of the council are H. M. Coney, 
James Ripley, W. P. Sutcliffe, Charles A. Merrill, C. S. Robinson and 
Andrew Bryson. The council has had one hundred and thirty members, 

ninety remaining. The jurisdiction of 
this council embraces portions of 
Hampden, Hampshire and Worcester 
counties. 

The council now has its permanent 
home in the Palmer Masonic Hall, in 
which it has a joint ownership. The 
officers for 1896 are as follows: T. 
I. M., George Robinson; Dep. M., 
W. H. Osgood; P. C. of W., W. A. 
Weld; Treasurer, H. N. Sedgwack; 
Recorder, G. A. Bills; Chaplain, S. H. 
Hellyar; M. of C., Jesse A. Rogers; 
C. of G., E. R. Pierce; C. of C., 
H. E. W. Clark; Steward, W. A. 
Barnes; Sentinel, C. S. Ruggles. 

Revere Chapter, No. 40, Order 
of the Eastern Star, was organized 
June 9th, 1893, in Masonic Hall, in 
Holden’s block, since burned, when 
the officers of Adelphi Chapter of Springfield conferred the degrees upon 
forty-nine applicants, and the following officers were elected: Worthy 
Matron, Helen L. Robinson; Worthy Patron, Charles E. Fuller; 
Associate Matron, Lydia M. Grosvenor; Secretary, Delilah S. Davis; 
Treasurer, Mary A. Royce; Conductress, Jennie E. Weld; Associate 
Conductress, Jennie E. Brainerd. 

The chapter was named in honor of Paul Revere. While working 
under a dispensation, the officers conferred the degrees upon forty-eight 
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candidates at Warren. Revere Chapter was constituted in the new 
Masonic Hall, December 20th, 1893, by Grand Matron Hattie E. Ewing 
of Orange, and Grand Patron Adams Franklin Brown of Westboro. 

The chapter has prospered, and its membership has grown to eighty-five. 
The officers for 1896 are as follows: Worthy Matron, Jennie E. Weld ; 
Worthy Patron, Charles T. Brainerd; Associate Matron, Emma G. Keith; 
Secretary, Ida M. Smith ; Treasurer, Mary A. Royce; Conductress, Jennie 
E. Brainerd; Associate Conductress, Arabelle K. Ruggles; Chaplain, 
Emily M. Wilbur; Adah, Helen L. 

Robinson; Ruth, Jennie E. Carpen¬ 
ter; Esther, Martha L. Ruggles; 

Martha, Carrie W. Brown; Electa, 

M. Louise Palmer; Warder, Ellen 
M. Barnes; Sentinel, George Robin¬ 
son ; Organist, Annie B. Fish. 

Palmer Lodge, No. 190, Inde¬ 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, 
was organized August 7, 1879. The 
charter members were as follows: 

A. A. Converse, H. P. Simonds, J. R. 

Perkins, James Kenyon, Robert 
Reid, Charles L. Holden, William A. 

Deichmann, L. G. Parkhurst, Charles 
E. Fuller, James R. Pease, James 
Carroll, Edwin W. Wall, William E. 

Brown, C. E. Bills, A. S. Meserve, 

J. B. Leedham, A. W. Conant and J. M. Alden. The lodge for many 
years had rooms in Commercial block, and has grown until its present 
membership is one hundred and sixty. The lodge is not so old that its 
history need be told. Everyone is familiar with its wonderful growth and 
complete success. 

In the latter part of 1894, the lodge decided that larger quarters were 
desirable, and took steps to secure them. Land was purchased on the 
corner of Central and Pleasant streets, and arrangements made for 
building. 


At an expense of about $18,000, including the cost of the land, the 
present Odd Fellows’ building was erected. It was opened in June, 1895, 
and was dedicated later in the season. 

The building not only contains the quarters of the Odd Fellows, Royal 
Arcanum and Rebekahs, but also the opera house. The lower part of the 
building is used for this purpose, the lodge rooms being in the second 
story. 

After the burning of Holden’s opera house, no public hall of any size 

existed in the Depot village until the 
completion of the Odd Fellows’ 
building. In this respect the house 
has been of value to the entire town, 
and is very much appreciated. 

The officers of the lodge for 1896 
are as follows : N. G., E. C. Buffing- 
ton; V. G., C. E. Alden; S., 
G. H. Bray; T., A. L. Hills; P. S., 
L. G. Parkhurst; W., G. H. Miller; 
C., H. A. Crofton; O. G., F. O. 
Royce; I. G., C. A. Royce; R. S. 
N. G., A. F. Stone; L. S. N. G., 
C. L. Johnson; R. S. V. G., W. D. 
Paige; L. S. V. G., H. K. Ferrill; 
R. S. S., A. W. W. Lloyd; L. S. S., 
F. W. Sawyer; Chaplain, D. G. 
Buskey. 

Good Cheer Rebekah Lodge, No. 60, I. O. O. F., the auxiliary of 
Palmer Lodge, was instituted by the Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows, 
November 22d, 1887, with forty charter members. The lodge has been 
prosperous, the present membership being ninety-five. Meetings are held 
in the Odd Fellows’ lodge rooms. 

The officers for 1896 are as follows : N. G., M. Jennie Eastman ; V. G., 
Emma Maxwell; R. S., Nellie Henry; F. S., M. E. Robinson; T., Clara 
L. Converse; W., Ada W. Camp; C., Carrie E. Reed; O. G., Earl A. 
Maxwell; I. G., Hattie B. Walker; R. S. N. G., Charles E. Fuller; L. S. 
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N. G., Lura Fitch; R. S. V. G., Winnie M. Buskey; L. S. V. G., Sarah J. 
Smith; Chaplain, Josie H. Ham; Organist, G. A. Fuller; P. N. G., 
Ella C. Washburn. 

In the month of June, 1877, a little band of nine men met in Boston, 
to consult upon some method of fraternal life insurance. Dr. Darius 
Wilson was the prime mover. The Knights of Honor had an organization 
on the level assessment plan, which was a good one. These gentlemen, 
however, thought a plan might be devised that would bring out social and 
fraternal features, as well as life insurance. 

Many ideas were advanced, and various suggestions made. The result 
of their deliberations was made known very soon. It was decided to start 
an organization on a graded plan of assessment* giving life insurance 
combined with social and fraternal features. The name chosen was The 
Royal Arcanum. 

The objects of the order were to unite fraternally all white men of 
sound bodily health and good moral character, who were socially 
acceptable, between the ages of 21 and 55; to establish a widow’s 
and orphan’s benefit fund, from which, upon satisfactory evidence of 
death, a sum not exceeding $3000, should be paid to the beneficiary. 

The government of this order was vested in Supreme, Grand and 
Subordinate councils. The Supreme council has power to make laws for 
the government of the whole system, and the collection and disbursement 
of the widow’s and orphan’s benefit fund is controlled by it. 

The Grand councils have charge of the order within their respective 
states, subject to the laws and regulations of the Supreme council. 
Subordinate councils have charge of the order in their immediate 
vicinity, and are the agents of the Supreme council for the collection 
of the fund. 

There is but one degree, and the ceremony of initiation is short and 
interesting. The amount of the assessment paid at entrance remains 
unchanged during one’s connection with the order, if his rate remains the 
same. From its first inception this order has been steadily growing. It 
has reached out into every state in the Union, and many prominent men 
are among its members. It has paid large sums of money to relatives of 
deceased members, and has a membership at present of nearly 200,000. 


Quaboag council, No. 876, has been established in Palmer for a number 
of years. During that time it has lost but few members by death. 
Meetings are held in the Odd Fellows’ rooms. The officers for 1896 
are as follows : Regent, A. E. Fitch; Vice Regent, E. A. Maxwell; Past 
Regent, C. E. Fuller; Secretary, F. A. Royce; Treasurer, H. N. 
Sedgwick; Guide, C. A. LeGro; Collector, J. F. Foley; Orator, George 
Robinson; Chaplain, G. A. Rice; Warden, J. H. Shaw; Sentry, A. D. 
Thomas. 

Among the most popular fraternal insurance orders in this country is the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen. This order is represented in Palmer 
by Palmer Lodge, No. 69. The lodge meets on the evenings of the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, in the hall over the Palmer 
Mill office in Three Rivers. 

The lodge was organized September 21st, 1886, with a charter 

membership of thirty and the following board of officers : Past Master 
Workman, F. W. Betts; Master Workman, H. B. Knox; Foreman, 
Edward F. Smith; Overseer, W. O. Twogood; Receiver, C. W. Cross; 
Financier, G. H. Wilkins; Recorder, W. H. Blanchard; Guide, T. D. 
Frame; Inside Watchman, O. G. Fish; Outside Watchman, C. C. 
Brackett; trustee for three years, S. H. Hellyar; for two years, S. H. 
Brown; for one year, M. H. Davis. 

The lodge has prospered from the start, and the membership has 
increased to eighty-two. The first meetings were held in Grand Army 
Hall in the Depot village, but it was found expedient to remove the lodge 
room to Three Rivers. This was done about four years ago. Of the 
eighty-two members, several reside out of town, about thirty live in Three 
Rivers, and the remainder are divided among the other villages of the 
town. 

The growth and prosperity of the order is not surprising. It aids its 
members in times of sickness and distress, and pays to widows or orphans 
of deceased members, $2000. Since the organization of the lodge in 
Palmer, the lodge has paid death benefits to the amount of $ 12,000. 

The fraternal feature of the organization is also an element of its 
popularity. The members of the lodge are drawn together by a common 
object, and the social life of the community is benefitted thereby. 
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The age limit for joining the organization is forty-five years, and there 
are at present about 400,000 members. It is the boast of the order that 
insurance is secured at net cost, and that the money remains in the 
pockets of the members until needed. 

The order is non political and non-sectarian. Every white man of good 
moral and social standing, between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five, 
may join, if in good bodily health. It is not a trade or labor organization, 
but derives its name from the fact that every man is a workman, either of 
brain or muscle. It is called the “Ancient 
Order” because of its foundation principle, 
that it is the duty of every member to lead 
a life of usefulness —a principle as ancient 
as the creation. 

The officers for 1896 are as follows: 

Past Master Workman, E. F. Shaw; 

Master Workman, Thomas Middleton; 

Overseer, Levi Fredette ; Foreman, James 
H. Trickett; Financier, John Wilson; 

Receiver, T. D. Frame; Recorder, S. P. 

Gauthier; Guide, Daniel J. Manning; 

Inside Watchman, William Kuss; Outside 
Watchman, Mark Canton. 

Court Hampden, No. 75, Foresters of 
America, was organized at Thorndike, May 
14th, 1892, with a charter membership of 
seventeen. The society has prospered and 
at present has a membership of forty-three. The meetings are held the 
second and fourth Tuesday evenings of each month, in Foresters’ Hall 
in Hale’s building. The order combines the fraternal and benevolent 
features so desirable in an organization of this kind. 

Members receive a week when ill, and medical attendance is also 
paid for by the court. A death benefit of $100 is paid on deaths of 
members, $50 being paid upon the death of a member’s wife. 

The social advantages enjoyed by the members are appreciated, and 
there is every indication that Court Hampden has a bright future before it. 


The officers for 1896 are as follows: Chief Ranger, M. E. Keefe; 
Sub-chief Ranger, G. A. Hutchinson; Treasurer, John Donovan; 
Financial Secretary, D. F. Sullivan; Recording Secretary, P. H. 
McKelligett; Senior Woodward, David Grigware; Junior Woodward, 
William Murphy; Senior Beadle, E. J. Longtine; Junior Beadle, C. J. 
Hamilton; Trustees, D. J. Sullivan, Leo Foster and John Brosnan. 

An organization which has a warm place in the hearts of the people of 
Palmer is L. L. Merrick post, No. 107, Grand Army of the Republic. 

The post was organized July 18th, 1881, 
with twenty-nine members, as follows: 
H. R. Stoughton, C. W. Cross, F. H. 
Johnson, William Holbrook, S. F. Ferry, 
J. R. Walker, E. C. Sexton, G. A. Hunt, 
J. V. Clark, C. P. Stone, G. W. Mills, 
Charles Upham, William A. Garfield, 
Charles Murdock, H. E. W. Clark, D. W. 
Taft, H. H. Paine, J. H. Smith, William 
Colgrove, E. W. Andrews, O. B. Griffin, 
C. O. Squiers, E. A. Kirk, G. A. Randall, 
R. A. Moffatt, W. T. Griswold, E. L. Davis, 
G. A. Griffin and S. A. Andrews. 

The first commander of the post was 
Col. H. R. Stoughton, followed by Dr. 
William Holbrook, D. W. Taft, Charles 
Upham, Capt. H. E. W. Clark, E. A. Kirk, 
G. O. Henry, A. B. C. Deming, H. H. 
Paine, C. W. Cross, A. H. Davis and E. E. Ryther. The first meetings 
were held in the Masonic quarters, in Commercial block. Later the post 
moved to Dewey’s block, where headquarters were maintained until 1890. 
At that time the town presented the post with its present hall in the 
Memorial building, which was built by the town for the joint use of the 
Grand Army and Library Association. 

The present home of the post is admirably arranged for its purposes. 
There is a commodious assembly room and two smaller rooms, used as a 
kitchen and ante-room. There are at present forty-five members, the 
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officers for 1896 being as follows: Commander, E. E. Ryther; S. V. 
Commander, Marcus Culver; J. V. Commander, Frank M. Connor; 
Quartermaster, E. G. Hastings; Adjutant, H. H. Paine; Surgeon, William 
Holbrook; Chaplain, H. E. W. Clark; Officer of Day, S. S. Nichols; 
Officer of Guard, W. S. Thornhill; Sergeant Major, E. G. Buss; 
Quartermaster Sergeant, Henry Hobson. 

L. L Merrick Woman’s Relief Corps, No. 76, was 
Mary M. Perry, department instituting and installing officer, November 
19th, 1886, with 20 charter members. 

The corps has always assisted the 
Grand Army Post in whatever it has 
undertaken, and has been a very valuable 
auxiliary. The post hall is used for 
meetings, which are held on the first and 
third Friday evenings in each month. 

The annual meetings are held in 
December. 

The corps has expended considerable 
sums of money in charitable work, not 
the least being the furnishing of a room 
in the Soldiers’ Home at Chelsea. The 
room is kept in running order by the 
corps, and is maintained by it. Many 
old veterans have to thank the corps for 
innumerable comforts, which they would 
have been deprived of had it not been 
for the kindness of the members. Washington’s birthday is annually 
observed by the corps, and the public looks forward to some pleasing 
entertainment on that day. By common consent that day is given to 
the corps, and it has rarely happened that any other organization has 
planned an entertainment on that day. 



Angie Johnson; Guard, Laura A. Calkins; Assistant Conductor, L. 
Augusta Thompson; Assistant Guard, Sarah A. Ferry; Organist, Marion 
I. Robinson; Press Correspondent, Delilah S. Davis. 

Quite recently a camp of the Sons of Veterans was established. The 
camp is so far small, but is growing, and is a valuable adjunct to the post 
and relief corps. The officers for 1896 follow: Captain, L. H. Hendee; 
1st Lieutenant, B. M. Griswold ; 2d Lieutenant, James Clark. Camp 
council: Charles Robinson, W. A. Lawson and C. L. Johnson. Staff 

appointments: 1st Sergeant, A. B. C. 
Deming, Jr.; Quartermaster Sergeant, 
A. B. Cowan; Chaplain, G. E. Pratt; 
Sergeant of Guard, W. A. Lawson; 
Color Sergeant, S. H. Calkins; Prin. 
Musician, B. F. Emery; Corporal of 
Guard, C. D. Colgrove; Camp Guard, 
William Munsell; Picket Guard, J. S. 
Jones. 

In the summer of 1894, a few well 
known Palmer gentlemen conceived the 
idea of forming a club. The matter was 
talked over, and it was decided that the 
project was quite feasible. The primary 
object of the club was to promote the 
business welfare of the town, and to 
further social intercourse between the 
members. 


The present membership of the corps is sixty, and the officers for 1896 
are as follows: President, Julia H. Henry; S. V. President, Jennie E. 
Weld; J. V. President, Laura J. Davis; Secretary, Mary W. Studley; 
Treasurer, Ellen M. Barnes; Chaplain, Alta D. Ramsden; Conductor, 


BILLIARD ROOM, PALMER BUSINESS AND SOCIAL CLUB. 

A paper was drawn up, setting forth the object of the formation of the 
club, and a large number of gentlemen signed it, thereby signifying their 
willingness to become members. On the nth day of October a notice 
was sent to the subscribers, asking them to meet in the district court room 
on the evening of the 16th. 

There were forty-seven men present at this meeting. H. W. McGregory 
was chosen temporary chairman, and A. E. Fitch temporary secretary. 
A constitution and by-laws were adopted, and officers chosen as follows . 
President, C. B. Fiske ; 1st Vice President, C. E. Fish ; 2d Vice President, 
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E. G. Hastings; Secretary, H. W. McGregory; Treasurer, Rufus Flynt. 
Committees were appointed to take the proper steps for forming a 
corporation, and to engage and furnish suitable quarters. Holden’s block 
on Main street was then in process of construction, and the rooms in that 
building, now occupied by the club, were engaged. They were finished in 
accordance with the wishes of the committee on furnishings, and furnished 
as soon as completed. 

A special meeting of the club was called in the new rooms on 
December 12th. Committees were appointed, and between fifty and 
sixty members spent the evening in a social gathering. Since that time 
the club has prospered, and has become one of the most popular 


organizations of the town. Regular meetings of the club are held on the 
second Tuesday evening of each month. The business committee acts as 
a board of trade, and the entire club interests itself in the town’s public 
affairs. There have been a few social gatherings in the club rooms, which 
have been occasions long to be remembered. The beautiful quarters are 
appreciated by the members, who number about ninety at the present 
time. The resident membership is limited to one hundred, but there is 
no limit to the number of non-resident members. 

The officers for 1896 are as follows: President, C. E. Fish; 1st Vice 
President, E. G. Hastings; 2d Vice President, C. F. Grosvenor; Secretary, 
E. W. Carpenter; Treasurer, Rufus Flynt. 






palmer as a place 


for IHomes 



T HE homes of a community are its chief 
institutions and their surroundings have 
the amount they contribute to home life, 
in this book has a bearing on the subject 
now in hand. This chapter will touch 
lightly upon some of the matters treated 
more fully on other pages, and will give 
emphasis to some things not elsewhere 
mentioned. 

The scenery in and about Palmer is 
diversified with the qualities needed about 
the home. Beautiful hills and valleys 
delight the eye. In every direction are 
drives to fine views, and to points of 
interest because of historical happenings, 
or of Indian and other local legends. 

James Russell Lowell has said that 
“ Picturesqueness adds to the actual 
money value of a town,” and Palmer, 
with its surroundings, abounds in pic¬ 
turesqueness. The longer one studies 
the scenery, the more will he be inclined 
to adopt the exclamation of the Psalmist, as he 
home, “ Beautiful for situation.” 

In our modern life, conveniences have become 


institutions. All other seek a place for vacation rest away from railroad, telegraph, telephone and 

value in proportion to electric lights, but the place where we make our home must have them all. 

Hence every chapter Palmer is fortunate in having them all, and especially in having the 


VIEW OF THREE RIVERS POND, LOOKING EAST. 

looked about his own 
necessities. We may 


railroad facilities of a city. Five rail¬ 
roads run through the town and furnish 
abundant means of quick and easy 
communication with the outside world. 
Thirty-six passenger trains stop every 
week day at the Depot village station, 
and fourteen more at our other stations, 
making fifty in all. 

One of the first requisites for homes 
is that there shall be good educational 
advantages within easy reach, and an 
atmosphere that stimulates to general 
intellectual activity. Palmer is well 
equipped in these respects. Its schools 
are carefully graded, from the primary 
department up through a four years’ high 
school course. A good public library 
supplies books freely to all the homes, and 
a reading room is open to all who come. 
Various literarv societies keep up an interest in literary and educational 
matters, and the churches, with an educated ministry, not only minister to 
the spiritual and social needs of the town, but also furnish a constant tonic 
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been realized or made known by our people as much as it merits. Other 
towns of New England may duplicate a part or all the advantages 
mentioned above, but here is a condition of things in regard to 
healthfulness which probably cannot be duplicated anywhere in the 
eastern states. The geological formation of the land of Palmer gives 
it a natural drainage that is nearly perfect, and a consequent dry 
atmosphere, such as is especially needed by weak lungs and throats. 

The valleys in which the town is chiefly situated are the bed of a 
pre-glacial lake. When the glaciers in the glacial period of this continent 
plowed their slow but irresistable way from the northeast to the southwest, 
they tore off the rocky hill tops to the north and northwest, ground them 
into boulders, cobblestones, gravel and sand, and deposited them in this 
old lake bed, filling it many feet deep. 

A few, only, of the glacial boulders are to be found in Palmer, but the 
cobblestones, gravel and sand are the foundation of the town. This is 
what gives us our wonderful natural drainage, and its value from a health 
point of view is beyond estimate. It is the cause of our remarkably dry 

POINT OF ROCKS, NORTH MAIN STREET, DEPOT VILLAGE. atmosphere. 

The writer has the strongest reasons for being enthusiastic over the 

to the intellectual life. That the general atmosphere is stimulating to 
intellectual activity, is shown by the fact that the town pours a steady 
stream of young men and women into colleges and professional schools. 

Few towns in the commonwealth send to college anywhere near such a 
proportion of its young people as does Palmer. Those who make their 
homes here may be sure that if their young people do not go forward in 
educational lines, they must resist the influences about them. 

No town in Christendom is considered a fit place for homes without 
Christian churches. They stand for the spiritual elements, and for all the 
best things in life. Palmer is well supplied in this respect, and its 
churches have always maintained a high moral and intellectual standard. 

Two Baptist, two Congregational, one Methodist Episcopal, five Roman 
Catholic, one Union and one Universalist — twelve churches in all — 
minister to these needs. Thus all phases of creed, and nearly all forms 
of worship, can be found by those making their homes in our midst. 

But Palmer has another advantage as a place for homes, which has not 
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QUABOAG RIVER, FROM ROAD EAST OF WIRE MILL. 


VIEW LOOKING UP WARE RIVER FROM MAIN STREET BRIDGE, THORNDIKE. 



SAWYER’S POND, WEST MAIN STREET, THORNDIKE. 


WIRE MILL BRIDGE, LOOKING EAST. 
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healthfulness of the town. Out of gratitude for its effect upon a member 
of his family, he takes every opportunity to make it known. “ I advise 
Colorado,” said the lung specialist. “ I would rather you would try 
Palmer first,” said the skillful family physician, who was born near 
Palmer, and had observed its peculiarities. Within one year, the lungs, 
as sound as ever, fully justified the latter recommendation. Others have 
experienced similar results. 

It should be made known far and wide, that right here in New England, 
in its best state, old Massachusetts, and in one of its most beautiful and 
convenient localities, is a natural sanitarium, especially for the lungs and 
throat. The people of this town should not permit the knowledge of 
this, the most important of all our natural advantages, to remain longer 
confined to a few only, but should publish it abroad. 


This should be done, not merely as a means of building up the town, 
but more especially as a means of bringing the possibility of health to 
many, who must otherwise fade away; or change their residence to distant 
scenes and unfamiliar life of a new country, provided the family purse 
will permit it. 

These are a few of the advantages which Palmer offers as a place for 
homes; beautiful surroundings, unusual railroad facilities and other 
conveniences, excellent educational, moral and spiritual advantages, a 
climate dry and bracing, whose health-giving qualities can scarcely be 
equalled this side of Colorado. 

The new homes which may be established here will find themselves 
associated with homes whose fellowship is pleasant, intelligent, progressive, 
and stimulating to the higher elements of life. 










forest Xake <3arben$ 


A favorite spot with Palmer people, and, indeed, with residents of many 
other towns, is Forest Lake Gardens. This well known resort is situated 
on the Ware River railroad, about six miles from the Depot village and 
about three miles from Thorndike. The lake itself was formerly known as 
Pattaquattuck pond, and later as Newell’s 
pond. It is a beautiful sheet of water, 
nearly surrounded by groves, and until a 
few years ago was visited only by fisher¬ 
men and occasional campers. The pond 
has been celebrated for many years, 
however, for its fish. They are principally 
pickerel, perch and horned pout. 

Years ago, when the land about the 
pond was given over to the growth of 
brush and timber, small parties of young 
men from Palmer were in the habit of 
camping out at the pond for a few weeks 
during the summer. Except during this 
time the pond was rarely disturbed 
during the summer. In winter fishermen 
visited it in numbers, the pickerel fishing 
through the ice being a strong attraction. The grounds were first opened 
to the public in the spring of 1885, under the name of Forest Lake. 
William R. Harvey of Springfield conceived the idea of making a summer 
resort of the place, and made a beginning that season. The next spring a 


half interest in the property was purchased by John Thayer, and in the 
spring of 1887 C. A. and L. A. Royce purchased Mr. Harvey’s interest. 

The grounds on the west side of the lake were cleared up, boats were 
built and launched, and several buildings erected. The public commenced 

to patronize the resort, and in the fall of 
1887, M. A. Oliver and C. F. Bennett 
purchased Mr. Thayer’s interest. 

About that time the resort commenced 
to be more widely known. The owners 
formed the Forest Lake Company, and 
made a specialty of catering to picnic 
parties and family gatherings. Tables 
were built in one of the groves, having a 
seating capacity of about 800. The free 
use of these has always been given to 
parties visiting the resort and bringing 
their own lunches. 

Gradually improvements and additions 
were made. At present there is a good 
sized restaurant and dining-room, and the 
company furnishes table board for all 
comers. Several cottages have also been erected, which are usually leased 
for periods of a few weeks to small parties wishing to spend a vacation at 
the lake. There are also stables and accommodations for caring for teams 
and feeding horses. 



VIEW OF FOREST LAKE. — From Hill Back of E. G. Hastings’ Farm House. 
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VTEWS OF LAKE LOOKING NORTH. 


As the business of the resort grew, more attractions in the way of 
amusements were provided. A pavilion for dancing or roller skating was 
erected, with two bowling alleys beneath. The number of boats on the 
lake was increased, there being at present about 20 belonging to the 
company. Arrangements have been made with the railroads running into 
Palmer so that large parties are enabled to secure special rates to the lake. 

The season of 1896 was the most prosperous the company has known. 
The resort was under the management of Charles A. Royce, whose 
experience has well fitted him for the position. On all holidays and at 
other times special attractions have been offered, which have drawn many 
people from the adjacent towns and villages. 

As a resort for campers the lake has gained a widespread popularity. 
There are innumerable pretty places for camps, and grounds may be 
rented at very reasonable prices. All passenger trains on the Ware 
River railroad may be flagged if desired at the lake station, so that 
communication with the villages is made easy. 

The spot known as Fish’s Point has been occupied for many years by 


the camps of the families of C. E. Fish and J. F. Holbrook. Other 
camps are erected every year. Last season a party of young men camped 
on the island, another opposite the landing, and together with the young 
people at Fish’s camp and in the cottages, made a merry party. 

Dances or other entertainments were given every evening, and a stock 
of good health and high spirits laid away which will last through many of 
the struggles which are to come. Several sailboats have been added to 
the fleet owned by the company, most of them the property of campers 
or occasional visitors. 

The company is contemplating the erection of a summer hotel on the 
bluff overlooking the railroad. The site is a beautiful one, and well 
adapted to the purpose. The plans of the Palmer and Monson Street 
Railroad Company include an extension to Forest Lake, which will, when 
built, terminate very near the proposed site of the hotel. 

The steady increase in popularity of the resort promises a prosperous 
future. Should the place continue to grow as at present, it will ere long 
become a valuable adjunct to the town. Already private parties have 
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made small investments, with a view to probable future improvements, and 
the future outlook is a bright one. 

Should the proposed hotel be built at the lake, there is no doubt that 
the villages of Palmer would be greatly benefitted. An effort would be 
made to secure summer visitors 
from out of town, and their 
patronage would be of value to 
the local merchants. 

The view from the proposed site 
is one of the finest about the lake. 

The lake itself cannot be seen, 
but looking south, down the river, 
the view is very attractive. This 
position has been chosen on account 
of its close proximity to the rail¬ 
road station, and for the fine air. 

Westerly breezes prevail about the 
lake during the summer months. 

The Sunday attractions at the 
lake are very pleasing to a large 
class of people. There is usually 
preaching, and not infrequently 
music in the afternoons. The company declines to allow any liquor to be 
sold on the grounds, which has done much to preserve good order. 

There are many other attractive camping places about Palmer, but none 
ro well fitted to entertain visitors as Forest Lake. The fishing and 


shooting about the town is good. There are numberless ponds and 
streams which are more or less selected by campers for temporary homes, 
and of late there has been a disposition to erect permanent summer 
residences in the town. The railroad facilities are a strong inducement to 

those people who wish to rusticate 
during the summer, without being 
too remote from their business in 
the large cities. Every encourage¬ 
ment is offered such people to 
make their summer homes in 
Palmer. 

There is an indication that other 
resorts may be opened in Palmer 
for the entertainment of summer 
visitors. For a long time a project 
has been under consideration, 
which, if carried out, will be of 
advantage to the Depot village. 
This is the erection of a summer 
hotel on Knox Hill, a cut of which 
is shown in the preceding chapter. 
Plans for such a building have for 
some time been drawn. The formation of the land in the vicinity is such 
that good water and drainage will be easy to obtain. Attractive grounds 
could be arranged at slight expense, and the distance from the Depot 
village is not much over a half mile. 



COTTAGES, FOREST LAKE GARDENS. 

















IRepresentative IRestbences, anb Business Bmlbtn$s 



It has been our aim in the preceding chapters, to give the reader a 
reasonably fair description of Palmer of to-day. To this end we have 
taken our illustrations here and there, necessarily omitting much that would 
be of interest. Palmer is peculiarly 
fortunate in having many advantages 
denied most towns of corresponding 
size. 

Little has been said of the people 
who make up the citizenship of 
Palmer. In nearly all New England 
towns, the population is mixed. 

This, to a certain extent, is true of 
Palmer, but in a less degree than in 
many places. Palmer is a progres¬ 
sive, well-ordered town, and it 
necessarily follows that its population 
represents the highest type of New 
England citizenship. 

In the following pages it will be 
impossible to show cuts of all the 
representative men of Palmer. We old tavern 

can, however, give a portion of them, 

with brief biographical sketches, which will be of interest. All are in one 
way or another identified with the town, and have its interests at heart. 

Some idea of the business buildings may be obtained in this chapter 


also, and residences in various parts of the town will be shown. The cut 
shown on this page represents the old tavern at Palmer Center. It is now 
used as a dwelling house, but for many years, in the olden time, when the 

stage road from Boston to Springfield 
passed its doors, travelers were enter¬ 
tained within its walls. 

Palmer has many such old land- 
marks, which are exceedingly 
interesting. To show them all would 
be a pleasure, but limited space 
renders it impossible. 

Palmer has many men who are 
not only well known and influential 
locally, but who have also a wide¬ 
spread and pleasant acquaintance 
with the outside world. Of these 
the town is justly proud and many 
of them will be pictured on the 
following pages. 

A few appear who are not at 
palmer center. present residents of the town, but 

whose former life in Palmer has 
identified them with it. Some are no longer living, while others have 
been called to other places, by business or other interests. All, however, 
have Palmer friends, who will be glad to see their faces. 
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Hon. Charles L. 
Gardner was born in 
Cummington, Mass., May 
27th, 1839. He was a 
son of Elisha and Elvira 
S. Gardner, and spent his 
early life in his native 
town. He was educated 
in the public schools of 
Cummington and the 
academy at Ashfield. 
He studied law in the 
office of the late Judge 
S. T. Spaulding, and was 
admitted to the Hamp¬ 
shire county bar in 1867. 
Mr. Gardner commenced 
the practice of his pro¬ 
fession in Palmer, being 
associated with the late 
Judge James G. Allen, 
under the firm name of 
Allen & Gardner. The firm was dissolved in 1870, and Mr. Gardner 
continued his practice alone. He was appointed trial justice of Hampden 
county soon after his admission to the bar, retaining that position until 
1872, when a district court was established in Palmer. Mr. Gardner is 
one of the leading lawyers in the county, and holds a very extensive 
practice. He is a Republican in politics, and has represented his party in 
many honorable positions. In 1875 an( l 1876 he was a member of the 
Plouse of Representatives. He was a member of the Judiciary Committee 
during both years, and of the Joint Special Committee on Constitutional 
Amendments during the second year. He was State Senator in 1878 and 
1879, an d served both years on the Judiciary Committee. After his 
retirement from the Senate, Mr. Gardner was elected a member of the 
Republican State Committee, holding that office two years, and acting 


on the Executive Committee. In the election of 1892 he was elected 
District Attorney for the Western District, and was re-elected to that 
office in 1895, holding it at the present time. He has held various offices 
in the Palmer Savings Bank, and was president for many years. Many 
other positions of honor and trust have been conferred upon him, and the 
town has always found in him a warm and active friend. Soon after 
taking up his residence in Palmer, Mr. Gardner was married to Esther E. 
Gilmore of Monson. They have two sons, Charles G., and Edwin S., the 
former for some time having been associated in business with his father, 
under the firm name of Gardner & Gardner. 

The junior member of the firm of Gardner & Gardner is Charles G. 
Gardner. He is the eldest son of Charles L., and Esther E. Gardner, and 
was born in Palmer March 30th, 1870. He attended the public schools of 
Palmer, including two years in the high school. At the end of that time 
he entered Monson Academy, where he remained one year, leaving it to 
enter Wesleyan Academy, where he graduated. He then entered Amherst 
College, where he also graduated. After graduating from Amherst, Mr. 



RESIDENCE OF C. L. GARDNER, CHURCH STREET, PALMER. 
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Gardner studied law in 
his father’s office for 
about two years, and 
was admitted to the bar 
in April, 1894. Soon 
afterward he secured a 
partnership with his 
father, which has been 
continued until the 
present time. Mr. 
Gardner has acquired 
an enviable reputation 
during his short career 
as a lawyer, for his skill¬ 
ful handling of several 
intricate cases. He is 
a Republican in politics, 
and is prominent in the 
party. He was at one 
time a member of the 
Republican Town Com¬ 
mittee, and is at present 
He is a member of Thomas 


President of the Palmer Republican Club. 

Lodge of Masons. 

Another well known lawyer, who has for many years practiced 
successfully in Palmer, is William W. Leach. He was born in Monson, 
Mass., February 22d, 1856. His parents were Willard and Lavilla M. 
Leach. Mr. Leach spent his boyhood days on a small farm, attending the 
public schools in the neighborhood. After passing through the various 
grades he entered Monson Academy, where he graduated in 1876. He 
then took a course of study at Tufts College, from which he was graduated 
in 1880. He at once entered the office of Charles L. Gardner, where he 
studied law three years, being admitted to the bar in March, 1883. He 
has been associated with Mr. Gardner since that time, and has established 
a large and remunerative practice. Mr. Leach is a strong Republican in 


politics, and has for several years been one of the most prominent 
members of the party in Hampden county. He was chairman of the 
Republican Town Committee from 1883 to 1888, and also in 1890. 
During this time Mr. Leach established a reputation as a political leader, 
which he has since retained. In 1889 he was sent to represent his district 
in the Massachusetts Legislature, where he served on several important 
committees. He was offered the nomination for senator from his district 
in 1892, but withdrew from the field because Mr. Gardner was a candidate 
for the office of district attorney. Mr. Leach holds many offices in local 
societies and institutions. He has for years been connected with the 
Palmer Savings Bank and the Young Men’s Library Association. He was 
married August 12th, 1884, to Ellen E. Sutcliffe of Monson but has no 
children. Mr. Leach is active in all town affairs, and his frequent 
appointment to positions of honor and trust testify to the high esteem in 
which he is held. He is 
attorney for many cor¬ 
porations, and does a 
fire insurance business 
in addition to his law 
practice. He is a 
member of Thomas 
Lodge of Masons and 
of the Royal Arcanum. 

Perhaps the confi- 
dence and trust 
imposed in Mr. Leach 
by his townsmen has no 
better illustration than 
at public meetings. At 
such places he is usually 
asked to preside or to 
take some prominent 
part, which he does 
with characteristic grace 

and dignity. william w. leach. 
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Henry G. Loomis was 
born in Southwick, Mass., 
August 8th, 1842, and 
received his early educa¬ 
tion in the public schools 
in that town. He came 
to Palmer when fifteen 
years of age and soon 
found employment with 
M. W. French in the 
general store on South 
Main street, where he 
remained three years. 
He then went to Spring- 
field and entered the 
employ of James A. 
Baldwin, and was later 
with J. S. Marsh & Co. 
For the past twenty- 
eight years, with the 
exception of two years 
spent at, Milford, N. H., he has been engaged in the furniture and 
undertaking business in Palmer. A part of this time he was in 
partnership with his brother, James Loomis, with whom he started in 
business on South Main street. After the fire which destroyed the South 
Main street building, a new block was erected on ground leased from the 
Boston and Albany railroad, on Main street. Later this was also destroyed 
by fire, and the present commodious building on the corner of Main and 
Foundry streets was the next venture. Mr. Loomis served the town as 
selectmen and overseer, four years, and was chairman of each board for 
two years of that time. He represented his district in the Legislature in 
1894, and was a member of the committee on prisons. He is president of 
the Palmer Savings Bank, an institution in which he has been connected 
as a member of the finance committee and trustee for many years, 
positions which he still holds. In politics he is a Republican. 


Charles B. Fiske, cashier of the Palmer National Bank, was born in 
Enfield, Mass., February 13th, 1845. He was a son of Gordon M., and 
Sarah A. Fiske. When about three years old, Mr. Fiske removed from 
his native town with his parents, to Ware, where they resided about a year 
before coming to Palmer. The elder Mr. Fiske was a printer, and was 
asked to come to Palmer as manager of the Palmer Journal, a paper which 
was to be started by a company formed for that purpose. He consented, 
and after managing the paper very successfully for about one year, he 
purchased the business. His son Charles attended the public schools in 
Palmer and learned the printer’s trade in his father’s office. After 
finishing his studies in the Palmer schools, he completed his education 
at a private school in Longmeadow. He graduated at the age of 18, and 
soon entered the Second National Bank of Springfield as teller. He 
occupied that position about six years, when he took a position in the 
Stevens Hotel in New 
York as cashier, soon 
after taking a position 
in the office of the 
Whiting Paper Company 
in Holyoke, as book¬ 
keeper. In about one 
year he resigned this 
position to take the 
position of cashier of 
the Holyoke National 
Bank. His health 
failed after about a 
year’s service, and the 
following year was spent 
in recuperating at his 
home in Palmer. After 
his recovery he became 
associated with his 
father in the publication 

of the Palmer Journal, Charles b. fiske. 
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which he took 
upon his own 
hands at his 
father’s death, in 
1879. He con¬ 
tinued as editor 
and publisher of 
the Journal until 
1883, when he 
accepted the 
position in the 
bank which he 
now holds. Mr. 
Fiske is organist 
of Thomas Lodge 
of Masons, and 
a m ember of 
Hampden Chap¬ 
ter. He is a 
prominent mem¬ 
ber of the Second 

Baptist church, holding the offices of clerk, treasurer, organist and deacon. 
He is the oldest deacon of the church. Mr. Fiske is a Republican, but 
has always steadfastly declined to run for office, or to accept any political 
position. He is treasurer of the Central Massachusetts Electric Company, 
and librarian of the Young Men’s Library Association. He has from time 
to time held many positions of honor and trust, and has a host of friends. 
Mr. Fiske was married in 1866 to Frances M. Calkins. He was married 
a second time in 1878 to Esther N. Chandler, by whom he had two 
children, May and Ruth, who reside with him in his Palmer home. Mr. 
Fiske still retains his interest in the Palmer Journal, which is now edited by 
Louis E. Chandler. 

H. W. McGregory was born in California, March 3d, 1862. He was a 
son of George and Maria A. McGregory. Soon after his birth his parents 
took up their residence in Sacramento, and after about six years, came 


east and settled in Wilbraham. They resided in that town about six 
months, going to East Worcester, N. Y., where they remained about 18 
months. They went from East Worcester to.Springfield, Mass., where Mr- 
McGregory grew to manhood. His education was obtained in the 
schools in Wilbraham, East Worcester and Springfield, finishing with 
the Springfield high school. In 1880 Mr. McGregory commenced his 
business career in the Springfield Institution for Savings. He entered 
as a clerk and worked his way up though the various grades to the position 
of first teller. In the fall of 1889 he resigned this position and went to 
Bridgeport, Ct., where he went into business in the mercantile line. 
After about six months, Mr. McGregory sold out his business in Bridgeport 
and returned to Springfield. For a time he was associated with the 
B. P. Emery Company, leaving that firm to enter the employ of the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company. In May, 1893, Mr. 
McGregory was elected 
treasurer of the Palmer 
Savings Bank, and came 
to this town. He pur¬ 
chased a home on 
Squier street, and 
settled here perma¬ 
nently. His connection 
with the bank has been 
eminently successful to 
the institution and him¬ 
self, and he has been 
re-elected to the posi¬ 
tion of treasurer each 
succeeding year, to the 
present time. Mr. 

McGregory was married 
October 14th, 1885, 

to Minnie F, Tillson 
of Springfield. They 
have three children, 




h. w. McGregory. 
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Harry Lee, Ethel, and Gladys. Mr. McGregory is secretary of Thomas 
Lodge of Masons and a member of the Royal Arcanum. He was one of 
the founders of the Palmer Business and Social Club, the first movement 
toward its organization being made by him. He is in politics a 
Republican, and is a member of the Palmer Republican Club. 

James B. Shaw, son of Sylvanus G., and Mary B. Shaw, was born in 
Hartford, Ct., July 25th, 1837. In about eight years Mr. Shaw’s parents 
removed to Palmer. He attended the public schools, and when a young 
man went into business with his father in the McGilvray block. In 1865 
he started in business for himself, in the store now occupied by him. He 
has been president of the Palmer National Bank for about 10 years, and 
town clerk and treasurer for 29 years. He is a Republican in politics. 
He is a member of Thomas Lodge, Hampden Chapter, Washington 
Council, and Springfield Commandery of Masons, and is High Priest of 
Hampden Chapter. He was married January 4th, 1865, to Mary A. 
Hubbard of Lowell, and has had five children, Efifie G., Anna T., Charles 
B., J. Harold and Albert D., the eldest son, Charles B., having died in 1873. 


Hon. George Robinson was born in Hubbardston, Mass., October 1st, 
1835. He was a son of Ebenezer and Eliza Wales Robinson. At the 
time of his birth, his father was pastor of the Unitarian church of 
Hubbardston, and also a practicing physician. While an infant his 
parents removed to Norfolk, Va., on account of his father’s health. 
After two years the family removed to Liberty Hill, in the town of 
Lebanon, Ct., where Mr. Robinson attended the public schools. From 
there they went to New Haven, Ct., Brimfield, Mass., Warren, Mass., 
coming to Palmer in 1851. His education was completed in John E. 
Lovell’s school in New Haven, and Quaboag Seminary in Warren. After 
coming to Palmer the judge entered the employ of Ebenezer Brown, in 
the hardware business. In 1856, in connection with Mr. Brown, he 
bought out the currying business of A. M. Nelson, selling in i860. He 
then bought the hardware and furniture business of Francis Dewit of 
Ware, removing to that 
town. He returned to 
Palmer in 1870, again 
entering into business 
with Mr. Brown. Later 
Judge Robinson bought 
out the hardware busi¬ 
ness, which he finally 
sold to Brooks Brothers. 

When the District Court 
of Eastern Hampden 
was founded he became 
senior special justice, 
and upon the death of 
Judge Allen was ap¬ 
pointed to the position 
of judge, which he now 
holds. He is a promi¬ 
nent Republican, and 
has been a leader in the 
party for many years. 



JUDGE GEORGE ROBINSON. 
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He is a member 
of Thomas Lodge, 
Hampden Chapter, 
Washington Council, 
and Springfield Com- 
mandery of Masons. 
He holds the office of 
E. K., in the chapter, 
and that of T. I. M., in 
the council. He is a 
member of the Royal 
Arcanum, being Past 
Regent of the local 
council and Past Grand 
Regent of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts. 
He is also a member of 
Palmer Lodge of Odd 
Fellows. He was one 
of the building com¬ 
mittee which erected 
the Odd Fellows’ build¬ 
ing, and was one of the 
ORRIN p. ALLEN. founders of the Univer- 

salist church. He was 

married in November, 1857, to Mary L. Breckenridge. They have had 
five children, Mary E., and Helen L., who live with him in his Palmer 
home, and George E., Mary L., and an infant, all of whom died some 
years ago. 

Orrin P. Allen was born in Wallingford, Vt., September 30th, 1833. 
He was a son of Robert and Eliza Paine Allen, both of whose ancestors 
were among the earliest immigrants to this country. He spent his early 
life on a farm, attending the district schools in winter. When a mere lad 
he showed a disposition to spend all his leisure moments in study. He 
finished his education at Chester Academy, Vermont, where he graduated 


with unusual honors. During his studies at the academy he supported 
himself by teaching school during the winters. After graduation he was 
appointed superintendent of schools in Vernon, Vt., which position he 
held two years, resigning it to take the position of principal of the 
Taanach Institute at Hackensack, N. J. He retained that position one 
year, coming to Palmer in 1859, when he opened a pharmacy which was 
the beginning of the prosperous business owned by him to-day. Mr. 
Allen commenced at the age of fifteen to write for the press, and since 
that time has been a steady contributor to many publications. He has 
always been an enthusiastic student, and has made deep researches into 
the family history of many families of New England. He is in politics a 
Republican, but has always declined to run for public office. He has held 
many positions of public trust, however, and is at present a member of 
the New England Historic Genealogical Society of Boston, the Potumtuck 
Valley Memorial Association, and local secretary of the Connecticut 
Valley Historical Society. For many years he was secretary and treasurer 
of the Eastern Hampden Agricultural Society, and has for many years been 
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a trustee of the Palmer 
Savings Bank. He has 
been very prominent in 
the Congregational 
church for years, and is 
at present clerk of the 
church and parish. He 
was one of the founders 
of the Young Men’s 
Library Association, and 
until about a year ago 
was librarian. Mr. Allen 
takes an active interest in 
all public affairs, and the 
town is indebted to him 
in many ways. He was 
married in February, 
i860, to Harriet Lyndon 
Maria Garvin of Monson, 
they having one child, 
Ina Lyndon. He was 
married a second time in June, 1863, to Lucinda Elmina Scott of Vernon, 

Vt., their children being Walter S., Julia A., and Lillie M. 

Marshall W. French was born in Jeffrey, N. H., Sept. 4th, 1827. He 
was married Jan. 10th, 1855 to Elizabeth T., daughter of Royal P., and 
Eudotia M. (Hitchcock) Wales, born in Brimheld, Sept. 26th, 1830. Mr. 

French spent his younger days in Peterboro, N. H., where he obtained an 
education in the common schools. Being ambitious to make a start in 
life, he came to Palmer in August, 1845, and engaged as a clerk in the 
McGilvray block, then a busy emporium for trade, as it was the 
headquarters for supplies for all this region. In a few years Mr. French 
was enabled to start business for himself in general merchandise, which he 
continued till 1870, with marked success. He was the first treasurer of 
the Palmer Savings Bank, started in 1870, and later its president. He was 
also the president of the Palmer National Bank, organized in 1876. The 


7i 

village of Palmer owes much of its prosperity to his foresight, for when 
the old agricultural park sought a purchaser, he, with Mr. Albert Burley, 
bought the entire tract, and converted it into building lots, thus enabling 
the village to expand and acquire its present beautiful proportions. He 
was also largely instrumental in erecting the beautiful church in which the 
Universalist Society has worshipped for many years. He built Wales Hall 
block in 1875, i n which, by his liberality, the Young Men’s Library found a 
home when it greatly needed assistance. During his long residence in 
town, Mr. French was identified with enterprises which were projected to 
add to its prosperity, many of which have left a lasting impression for 
good. His only son, Samuel Wales French, was some time identified with 
the Palmer Bank, and is now connected with a banking institution 
elsewhere. He owned, at various times, considerable Palmer property, a 
part of which he still holds. Although prominent in public affairs, he 
always declined to run for public office, although many times urged to do so. 



THE FRANKLIN BLANCHARD HOMESTEAD. 
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William Holbrook, 
M. D., was born in 
Sturbridge, Mass., June 
23d, 1823. He is of 
English descent, a son 
o f Major General 
Erasmus and Betsey 
Smith Holbrook. He 
was born on a large 
firm occupied by his 
family for several gener- 
ai ions. Work was 
plenty and from the 
time he was old enough, 
until he was 21 years of 
age, the doctor did his 
full share of the duties 
devolving on the boys 
of the household. H 1 
laid the foundation of 
his education in the 
public schools of his 
district, and with the 
dr. william holbrook. exception of a term at a 

select school, a term at Quaboag Seminary in Warren, and several terms at 
Monson Academy, the advantages of a public school were all he enjoyed 
previous to his medical education. Dr. Holbrook commenced his 
medical studies under the direction of Dr. Alvin Smith of Monson. 
Then followed a course of reading and lectures at the Berkshire Medical 
College in Pittsfield. In the autumn of 1847 he entered the New York 
Medical University and Hospitals of the city of New York, and graduated 
in the spring of 1848. He received no pecuniary aid during the time he 
was pursuing his studies, relying solely on his own efforts. Soon after his 
graduation, Dr. Holbrook commenced practice in Bondsville, remaining 
there until June, 1849. He next located at the Depot village, where he 


has since continued, with the exception of the time he was in the army. 
In 1861, when the war broke out, he was commissioned assistant surgeon in 
the 10th Massachusetts Volunteers. He was promoted to the position of 
surgeon of the 18th Massachusetts regiment, January 13, 1862. Soon 
after, he was appointed surgeon-in-chief of the 1st brigade, 1st division 5 th 
army corps, of the Army of the Potomac, and also chief operator in the 
brigade. He participated in nearly all the principal battles in which the 
Army of the Potomac was engaged up to the time Petersburg was invested. 
He was mustered out of the service in September, 1864. During his long 
career Dr. Holbrook has held many positions of trust. He was appointed 
postmaster during the administration of President Fillmore in 1852, and in 
1858 received the appointment of Consulting Physician and Surgeon of 
the State Almshouse at Monson. He served the town as school committee 
for many years, being first elected in 1864, and represented his district in 
the Legislature in 1882. He was appointed examiner for state aid, also 
pension examiner in 1865, and continued until 1892, when he resigned. 
He held the position of physician for the State Primary School from 1876 
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to 1886. The appoint¬ 
ment 'of medical 
examiner, which he still 
holds, was conferred by 
Gov. Rice in 1877, and 
he was a member of the 
State Board of Agricul¬ 
ture for six years. At 
present he is a member 
of the board of health, 
of the state and district 
medical societies. In 
politics, formerly a 
Whig, he is now a 
Republican. He is a 
member of Thomas 
Lodge of Masons, a 
charter member of L. 

L. Merrick Post, G. A. 
R., and Past Com- 
ebenezer brown. mander. Dr. Holbrook 

married Clara, daughter of Capt. Peter and Anna Belknap, Feb. 24, 1850. 
Their children are Dr. W. E. Holbrook, Clara B., and Idella L. 

Ebenezer Brown, a son of James and Rebecca Brown, was born in 
Brighton, Mass., Oct. 16th, 1822. He remained in that town until 
thirteen years of age, attending the public schools. At that age he came 
to Palmer, taking up his residence in Palmer Center with an uncle, Ralph 
Green, a well known farmer. He remained on the farm three years, 
attending Wesleyan Academy in Wilbraharn during the winters. He then 
secured employment as a clerk in a general store in Jenksville, remaining 
two years, when he took a similar position in a store in Chicopee Falls. A 
year was spent in this position, when he accepted an offer in a wholesale 
dry goods firim in Salem, Mass. After a year he returned to Palmer, 
purchasing the hardware business of Austin Bassett, in the old McGilvray 
block. Later he moved into the old Nassowanno House block, and when 


it was burned, again moved to South Main street. He returned later, 
opening a store in the Converse House block, now occupied by J. F. 
Foley. After a time he and C. D. Holbrook built Commercial block, Mr. 
Brown moving, on its completion, into the store now occupied by him. 
He has always been a Democrat in politics, and has held many positions 
of honor and trust. In 1871 he represented his district in the House of 
Representatives. He has held the office of selectman, was for six years 
town clerk and treasurer, two years treasurer of the Palmer Savings Bank, 
and has been prominent in the Congregational church for many years. 
Mr. Brown is now one of the oldest business men in Palmer, and has 
always taken a keen interest in the town’s welfare. He was married in 
December, 1845, to Mary S. Allen of Ware. They have two children, 
Clarence A., and Anna E., both married and living in Palmer. 

James S. Loomis, son of Shem and Salome Loomis, was born in 
South wick, Mass., Nov. 
nth, 1824. He lived 
in that town until about 
twelve years old, attend¬ 
ing the public schools, 
when he went to Spring- 
field. He found 
employment with Dr. 

Smith, and attended 
Lawton’s School for 
boys for several years, 
completing his educa¬ 
tion there. When about 
nineteen years old, Mr. 

Loomis went to Bel- 
chertown, where he 
learned the cabinet 
maker’s trade. As soon 
as he had served his 
time,he came to Palmer, 

where he established JAM es s. loomis. 
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himself in business with Augustus Longley. A little later he bought out 
Mr. Longley’s interest, and continued the business alone. He made 
coffins, caskets and furniture, gradually building up a large business. 
About twenty-eight years ago he sold a part interest in his business to his 
brother, Henry G., who bought out the entire business after a time, 
continuing it alone for several years. Mr. Loomis again purchased an 
interest in the business, however, finally selling to his brother about nine 
years ago, since which time he has lived in retirement. He has always 
been a prominent Republican, and represented his district in the lower 
branch of the Legislature in 1861. He occupied the position of selectman 
and overseer of the poor for many years, was county commissioner over 
four years, and has held many other positions of honor and trust. He 
was married January 23d, 1849, to Nancy J. Shaw of Monson. They had 
two children, Mary M., and James G., the latter dying in infancy. 

Charles E. Fish, son of Lewis B., and Martha L. Fish, was born in 
Rockingham, Vt., November 23d, 1853. He moved with his parents to 
Randolph, Vt., when an infant, and lived there until four years old. At 


that age the family removed to Montpelier, Vt., where Mr. Fish 
attended the public schools. At the age of sixteen he went to 
work in the freight office of the Central Vermont Railroad, where 
he remained eighteen months, at the end of that time coming to 
Palmer. In 1872 he commenced his work in this town, for the 
same corporation, as clerk, and in 1876 and 1877 acted as 
temporary agent of the company. In 1882 he was appointed 
agent, and has held that position to the present time. He is in 
politics a Republican, but has no time for public office. He has 
always been deeply interested in the promotion of anything of 
advantage to Palmer, however. He was treasurer of the fire 
district for five years after its organization. He is president of 
the Central Massachusetts Electric Company, and president of 
the Palmer Business and Social Club. He is a member of 
Thomas Lodge, 
also Hampden 
Chapter and 
W ashington 
Council, and has held 
offices in each. He is at 
present Marshall o f 
Thomas Lodge. He was 
the first member of the 
local council of the Royal 
Arcanum. In this council 
he has held the offices of 
Regent and Treasurer. 

He was married April 
21 st, 1875, t° Isabell M. 

Gilchrist of Northfield, 

Vt., and has three child¬ 
ren, Annie B., Carrie J., 
and Pearl E., all of whom 
are living with him in his 

Palmer home. Charles e. fish. 
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Captain Hiram E. 
W. Clark, son of 
Samuel and Diadema 
Clark, was born in New 
Salem, Mass., April 
13th, 1835. When ten 
years of age he re¬ 
moved with his parents 
to Nauvoo, Ill., and in 
1848 the family started 
across the plains for 
California. This jour¬ 
ney occupied two years. 
Soon after arriving in 
California he went to 
sea, cruising among the 
islands of the South 
Pacific for about two 
years. Returning to 
California, Mr. Clark 
CAPT. HIRAM e. w. clark. made several trips to 

Arizona, Utah, New Mexico and other parts of the West. In January, 
1863, he enlisted in the California Battalion of the 2d Massachusetts 
Cavalry, and went to the front. He served in this regiment as 1st 
Sergeant and 2d Lieutenant until March, 1864, when he received his 
commission as Captain in the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry. After Lee’s 
surrender the regiment was sent to the Rio Grande. He was mustered 
out of the service December 1st, 1865. He then settled in Thorndike, 
where he has since lived, associating himself in the meat and provision 
business with C. W. and E. G. Hastings, under the firm name of C. W. 
Hastings & Co. In 1874 the senior member of the firm died, and the 
present firm of Clark & Hastings was formed, having stores in Palmer, 
Thorndike and Bondsville. Until 1885 the firm slaughtered its own cattle, 
buying in Albany, N. Y., and shipping to Palmer. A slaughter house was 
established near Whipple’s Crossing, oh the Ware River Railroad, thus 


enabling the firm to ship its cattle to within a short distance of the 
slaughter house by rail. In 1885 the firm commenced using Armour’s 
Chicago dressed beef, and since that time has slaughtered little except 
calves, sheep and swine. Most of the retail meat dealers in this section 
are now supplied by this firm. In 1864 Mr. Clark was wounded before 
Petersburg. He is one of the charter members of L. L. Merrick Grand 
Army Post, a Past Commander, and its present Chaplain. He is in politics 
a Republican, represented his district in the House of Representatives in 
1891 and 1892, was postmaster in Thorndike fifteen years, has been 
selectman and overseer of the poor, was chairman of the board of 
selectmen one year, and has held many other honorable positions. He 
is a member of Thomas Lodge, Hampden Chapter, Washington Council, 
Springfield Commandery of Masons, and of the Royal Arcanum. Capt. 
Clark was married in January, 1865, to Carrie J. Fuller of Thorndike. 
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Edwin R. Pierce was 
bom in Westminster, Vt., 
November 2d, 1850. He 
was a son of Nathan G., 
and Roxana Pierce, his 
father being a wealthy 
farmer. The latter was 
very prominent in West¬ 
minster, holding, during 
his residence there, all 
the offices within the gift 
of the town. He was a 
justice of the peace for 
twenty-five years, and 
represented his district in 
the Senate one year and 
the House of Represent¬ 
atives two years. Mr. 
Pierce was educated in 
the public schools of 
Westminster, finishing his 
education at Westminster Academy. He lived on his father’s farm until 
about twenty-one, when he went to Holyoke, Mass. There he took a 
position in the employ of the Whiting Paper Company, in two years 
working up to the position of department overseer. He remained in the 
employ of this company fifteen years. Mr. Pierce 
has always been a Republican, and during his 
employment in Holyoke, was a member of the fire 
department for seven years. For three years he was 
foreman of the Mt. Holyoke Hose Company. He 
represented Ward 3 in the city council for two years, 
and during that time introduced an order to put in a 
fire alarm telegraph system. He was made chairman 
of the committee which performed this work, and at 
its completion was appointed superintendent of the terry. 



EDWIN R. PIERCE. 



system. Mr. Pierce took a great interest in it, making fire alarm telegraph 
systems his study, and under his management the system was increased 
from a two circuit to a six circuit system, nearly doubling the number of 
boxes. From Holyoke he went to Swampscot, Mass., where he engaged 
in the organization of the New England Oxygen Company, dealers in 
spring water. The company was incorporated under the laws of the state 
of Maine, and Mr. Pierce acted as general manager for two years. At the 
end of that time he disposed of his interests in the company and went to 
Springfield, Mass., where he became manager of the American House. 
He retained that position two years, then purchased the Converse House 
in Palmer. He completed the furnishing of the hotel, and took its 
management. At the end of two years and a half he sold the hotel and 
went abroad, spending about three months in visiting most of the principal 
countries of Europe. He made a study at this time of the various plans 
of hotel management in foreign countries. Upon his return, Mr. Pierce 
took the management of the Haynes House in Springfield, retaining it 
about one year. On the first of May following his return from Europe, 
he re-purchased the Converse House, resigning the management of the 
Haynes House in the summer, to return to his Palmer hotel. Under his 
management the house has done a very large business, and is steadily 
growing in popularity. Mr. Pierce is an active member of the Palmer 
Republican Club, and is a valuable addition to the working force of the 
party, but has never run for public office in this town. He is a lover of 
horses, and during the first two years of his residence in Palmer was 
secretary and treasurer of the Palmer Driving Association. He is a 
member of Roswell Lee Lodge of Masons and Springfield Commandery, 
in Springfield, and of Hampden Chapter and Washington Council in 
Palmer, holding the office of C. of C. in the council. He joined the 
Knights of Pythias while in Holyoke, held all the offices in the local order, 
and became a member of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, of which 
he is still a member. He is a member of several Springfield social 
organizations, among them the Kamp Komfort Klub and the Masonic 
Social Club. He is interested in town affairs, and is always ready to aid 
any public enterprise. He was married in Holyoke, December 21st, 1874, 
to Elizabeth A. Hutchinson of Burlington, Vt. 
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William A. Brecken- 
ridge, son of Azel and 
Eliza W. Breckenridge, 
was born in Palmer, May 
12th, 1831. He attended 
the public schools and 
completed his education 
at Monson Academy and 
Newark City Normal 
School, from both of 
which he graduated. His 
chosen vocation was 
teaching, and he made 
his first venture in this 
line in the district schools 
of Greenwich and Enfield. 
In January, 1853, he 
took charge of a district 
school at South Orange, 
N. J., and in 1854 went 
to Newark, as assistant 
principal of the State street school. After two years in this position he 
was promoted to the position of principal,, resigning that position to take 
the position of principal of the Burnet street school. That position he 
held for thirty-one years. The 30th annual report of the board of 
education of the city of Newark says of Mr. Breckenridge : “ During his 
long service, Mr. Breckenridge never failed to perform his duty with 
faithfulness and success. The strong features in his character were 
kindness, integrity and a high appreciation of the responsibilities of his 
office. He was scholarly in his attainments, and in his intercourse with 
his pupils, teachers and all associated with him, he won their respect, 
confidence and love. His withdrawal from our schools and our city is 
regretted by all.” Leaving Newark in 1886, he returned to Palmer and 
took charge of the home farm, where he was born, just opposite his 
present residence. Since that time he has lived quietly, managing his 


farm, and living somewhat in retirement. He has held a position on the 
school committee for six years, and is at present a member of that board. 
He is a Republican in politics, but has never cared to enter public life in 
his native town. His efforts in our schools are deeply appreciated, and he 
has the respect and confidence of his many acquaintances and friends. 

John H. Gam well, son of James and Mary A. Gamwell, was born in 
Palmer February 22d, 1837. He remained with his parents, attending the 
public schools, until a young man, when he went into business in 
partnership with M. W. French, in a general store. After a time the 
partnership was dissolved and Mr. Gamwell opened a store where Smith 
& Co. are now located. In the year 1862 he went to Springfield as clerk 
for Tinkham & Co., afterward going to Shedd & McKnight, where he 
remained until about 1867. He then went to Worcester and entered into 
partnership with E. H. Sanford, continuing in that business for about two 
years. He then entered the employ of Clark & Sawyer in that city, 
remaining with them about ten years. He came back to Palmer about 
the year 1878 and bought his father’s water privilege, from which at that 
time, a few Palmer families were supplied. He continued this business, 
gradually building it up, until in 1887 the Palmer Water Company was 
for m e d. An 
arrangement 
was made to 
supply water 
for the fire 
district, and 
m a i 11 s were 
laid for that 
purpose, d he 
company was 
incorpora ted, 
and Mr. Gam- 
well made 
manager and 
treasurer. In 
that position 
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he has remained until the 
present time. He removed 
to Worcester about 1890, 
where he has since resided. 
He visits Palmer nearly 
every day, looking after 
the interests of the water 
company. Under his 
management the company 
has steadily grown, until it 
has become an important 
enterprise in the town. 
Mr. Gamwell was married 
to Susan D. F. Clark and 
they have one son, Charles 
F. He is a Republican in 
politics and a member of 
Thomas Lodge of Masons. 

Charles K. Gamwell, 
son of James and Lydia 
J. Gamwell, was born in 
Palmer, February 2d, 1847. He was brought up on his father’s farm, and 
attended the public schools. In 1861 he entered the employ of W. W. 
Cross, dealer in dry goods, clothing, etc. In 1864 he went to Springfield, 
where he entered the employ of Larrabee Brothers, remaining until 1866. 
He then returned to Palmer, taking a position as clerk for J. P. Shaw, with 
whom he remained until 1875, when he went to Rockville, Ct. There he 
acted as clerk in the store of J. B. Foster for two years, when he bought 
an interest in the business. In 1883 he returned to Palmer, opening a 
clothing and furnishing store under the firm name of Foster & Gamwell. 
He bought out this firm in 1888, and has since that time remained in that 
business. Mr. Gamwell has always been a Democrat in politics, and has 
been quite prominent in his party. He takes a keen interest in all public 
enterprises, and is widely known as one of Palmer’s successful business 
men. He is president of the Palmer Water Company, vice president of 


the Eastern Hampden Agricultural Society, a member of Thomas Lodge 
of Masons, the A. O. U. W., and Knights of Honor. He was married 
Feb. 24th, 1875, to Alvira M. Green of Wilbraham. They had two 
children, Mamie and Robert, who died when very young. 

Rev. Albert W. Weeks, twelfth pastor of the Second Baptist church, 
was born in Wadhurst, England, January 8th, 1854. He came to this 
country when quite a young man, and having acquired a trade, entered 
upon a business career. He was successful, but acting upon the advice of 
friends, abandoned this career to enter upon a course of study for the 
ministry. He is an alumnus of Worcester Academy, and a graduate of 
Newton Theological Institution. Palmer was his first pastorate after 
leaving the latter institution. He assumed the pastorate of the Palmer 
church at a very critical period in its history. Adverse circumstances 
had enfeebled the body for several years, and the members were so 
discouraged as to seriously 
consider disbanding. Mr. 

Weeks came just at that 
time, and was ordained 
December 30th, 1885. 

At once the affairs of the 
church commenced to 
improve. Repairs were 
begun at once, the 
awakened interest being 
due largely to the efforts 
of the new pastor. After 
a time the church was 
remodelled and enlarged, 
and by special act of the 
Legislature the church 
became a corporate body. 

Mr. Weeks’ pastorate 
had the distinction of 
being the longest in the 
history of the church. 
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He resigned in 1892, 
to the deep regret of 
his parishioners. He 
left the church in a 
prosperous condition, 
which it has main¬ 
tained to the present 
time. During his 
pastorate in Palmer 
Mr. Weeks was 
always interested in 
the welfare of the 
town. He built for 
himself a home on 
South Main street, 
which he still owns. 
Mr. Weeks’ early 
mechanical training 
was never forgotten, 
and from time to 
time he has patented 
valuable inventions. 
Some time after 
resigning his pastorate, Mr. Weeks was called to the Dewey street Baptist 
church of Worcester, and is residing in that city at the present. He was 
married in December, 1886, to Cora V. Parkhurst of Palmer. They have 
three children, Willie, Frieda and Esther. 

Emory S. Brooks, son of Chauncey W. and Elvira Brooks, was born in 
Lyman, N. H., October 26th, 1836. When about six months old he 
removed with his parents to Errol, N. H., where the family remained 
three years. His next place of residence was West Stewartstown, N. H., 
where he attended the public schools and completed his education. 
April 12th, 1853, Mr. Brooks came to Palmer. He went to work as an 
apprentice in the jewelry store of A. Blodgett, under the old Antique 
House, where he remained two years. As the end of that time he went 


to Ballston Spa, N. Y., where he finished learning his trade, remaining a 
year and a half. He then returned to Palmer, where he has since resided. 
Upon his return he started in the jewelry business for himself, opening a 
store near the McGilvray block. After about three years in that location 
he moved into the old Commercial block, remaining until it was burned. 
He then opened in the Nassowanno House block, and after three years 
moved into a store in Cross’ block. From that location he moved into his 
present quarters in Commercial block, when the latter was built, twenty- 
three years ago. Mr. Brooks is not only one of the oldest, but also one 
of the most successful business men in Palmer. He has always been a 
Republican, but has never held public office, preferring to devote his 
energies to his business. His son, E. E. Brooks, who is an optician, 
occupies a part of his store. Mr. Brooks was married in May, 1861, to 
Martha A. Moulton of Monson. His children are Della J., and Edwin E. 

Arthur E. Fitch, 
son of Heman P. and 
Melissa W. Fitch, was 
born in Kingsville, 

Ontario, July 22d, 1857. 

His father was a Baptist 
minister. When six 
years old Mr. Fitch 
removed with his 
parents to Woodstock, 

Ont., where he remained 
three years, going from 
there to Port Burwell, 

Ont., where he attended 
school. In 1869 the 
family went to Topeka, 

Kan., where the elder 
Mr. Fitch was pastor of 
the First Baptist church. 

After about fi f t e e n 

months, they returned emory s. brooks. 
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to Port Burwell, Mr. Fitch 
attending the public schools 
in the towns in which he 
lived. In 1873 he went to 
Woodstock, and entered 
the Canadian Literary 
Institute, where he studied 
three years. He next 
went to Toronto, where he 
was, for a short time, 
employed in a commission 
house. He next took a 
position in a music store in 
Simcoe, Ont., and at the 
end of a year, entered the 
law office of Killmaster & 
Wells, where he commen¬ 
ced to prepare himself for 
matriculation into the Law 
Society of Upper Canada. 
He passed his examination 
in 1876 and was admitted by that society as a student of the laws. After 
studying about a year he entered the office of Ansley, Slaght & Walsh, 
remaining until the fall of 1880, when he went to Buda, Ill. Being in 
poor health at that time he taught school for two years, and in the fall of 
1882, entered the law school of the State University of Iowa at Iowa City, 
from which he graduated in 1883. Upon graduation he was admitted to 
the bar, and to practice in the United States courts. Having acquired a 
fair knowledge of stenography, he entered the office of Duncan & Clark 
of Fort Dodge, Iowa, as stenographer. Less than a year later he opened 
an office in Livermore, la., where he practiced law until 1888, when he 
came to Palmer, associating himself with S. S. Taft. Mr. Fitch 
commenced business for himself upon Mr. Taft’s removal to Springfield, 
as a lawyer and fire insurance agent. Upon coming to Palmer he joined 
the Baptist church, of which he has since been a prominent member. 


Soon after joining the church he was chosen Superintendent of the Sunday 
School, occupying that position over three years. He is a Republican, 
and in the summer of 1896 was appointed clerk of the District Court of 
Eastern Hampden, when that office was created. He is a member of 
Thomas Lodge and Hampden Chapter of Masons, is Regent of the Royal 
Arcanum, a member of Palmer Lodge of Odd Fellows, and manager of 
the opera house. He joined the fire department soon after coming to 
Palmer, was clerk and treasurer of the company for several years, and is at 
present 2d Assistant Engineer. He was married in 1886 to Lura M. 
Newton, having three children, Harriett N., Lura B., who died in infancy, 
and George W. 

George H. Wilkins, M. D., was born at Amherst, N. H., December 
25th, 1855. He was the second of seven children born to Aaron S., and 
M. Abby Wilkins. He is a descendant of Bray Wilkins, who was 
authorized September 6th, 1638, by the General Court of Massachusetts, 
to erect a house and keep a ferry at Neponset river, and have a penny for 
each person carried over. Dr. Wilkins studied in the common schools of 
his native town, and having passed through them, entered McCollum 
Institute at Mt. Vernon, N. H., and graduated at the New Hampshire 
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Agricultural College in 
1879. He then entered 
the New York Homeo¬ 
pathic Medical College, 
graduating in 1883. 
After his graduation he 
came to Palmer, where 
he settled, succeeding 
Dr. J. K. Warren. He 
steadily increased his 
practice and after a 
time built a house and 
office on Pleasant street, 
both occupied by him 
at the present time. 
He is a Republican in 
politics, but has always 
devoted his time to the 
practice of his profes¬ 
sion rather than to 
public affairs and has 
never held public office. He takes a keen interest in town matters, 
however, and is always ready with such assistance as he can give when 
any public enterprise is contemplated. Dr. Wilkins is a prominent Mason, 
and holds the office of W. M. of Thomas Lodge. He is also a member 
of the Royal Arcanum, and its local medical examiner. He was married 
October 22d, 1889, to Sadie Stanwood of Brunswick, Me. 

Walter H. Small was born in Provincetown, Mass., April 21st, 1856. 
His early education was acquired in the public schools of his native town. 
He graduated from the high school in 1874. He took examinations for 
Dartmouth College, and was admitted without conditions. For five 
months, preceeding his entrance upon his college studies, he spent his 
time in fishing, the money thus earned being used for college expenses. 
He entered college in September, 1874, and graduated in 1878. In the 
fall of 1873, while a member of the high school, he acted as substitute 


assistant. During the winters of his college course he taught district 
school in Eastham and the Boy’s Winter School in his native town. After 
graduation Mr. Small went to Medfield, Mass., where he taught school in 
1878 and 1879. He went from that town to Hudson, Mass., where he 
took charge of the high school from 1879 to 1893, when he came to 
Palmer as superintendent. Mr. Small was the first to occupy this position 
in Palmer, the town having dispensed with the services of a superintendent. 
Many thought, however, the office was a necessary one, and a vote was 
taken to fill it. Mr. Small, upon taking charge of the schools, at once 
commenced to arrange the work in the various villages so that the scholars 
were brought along up equally, until ready to enter the high school. It 
became his duty also to attend to the buying of all school supplies, etc. 
Finding that the superintendent could assume more duties than his office 
entailed, the committee, at the commencement of the present school year, 
made an important 
change. Mr. Small was 
made principal of the 
high school, as well as 
superintendent, at an 
increase of salary, the 
saving thus made being 
great enough to carry out 
other important plans for 
the benefit of the schools. 

The change has so far 
proved a wise one for 
the school, and is likely 
to be continued. Mr. 

Small is a member of 
Thomas Lodge of 
Masons. He was married 
in July, 1881, to Alfa L. 

Watkins. Their children 
are Walter B., and 

Kleon F. Walter h. small. 
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Louis E. Chandler, 
son of Dr. Norman E., 
and Esther N. Chandler, 
was born in Rockford, 
Ill., September 6th, 
1862. Until about six¬ 
teen years of age, Mr. 
Chandler lived in 
Rockford, attending the 
public schools, leaving 
the high school at the 
end of the third year. 
From that town he came 
to Palmer, in November, 
1878. The next Janu¬ 
ary he entered the office 
of the Palmer Journal 
as an apprentice; he 
learned the various 
branches of the printer’s 
trade, and in 1883 took 
charge of the paper and 
the management of the business. He has continued in the same position, 
which he holds at the present time. Interested in his business, Mr. 
Chandler has progressed with the times. He has made for the Journal 
office a reputation for fine job work, which extends far beyond the section 
from which his principal business is drawn. For a few years past, special 
attention has been given by him to half-tone and book work. The policy 
and style of the Palmer Journal was established long before Mr. Chandler’s 
introduction into the business, but it has been well maintained by him. 
As new methods and styles have been brought out, he has been among 
the first to see their advantages ; the inevitable result has been that the 
Journal has attained a high position among publications of its class. 
In politics Mr. Chandler is a Republican. He was a member of the 
Republican town committee from 1893 to 1896, and was chosen chairman 


of the town and district committees in 1894, 1895 and 1896, resigning in 
the summer of 1896. In 1895 he was elected a member of the school 
committee, to fill a vacancy, at a joint session of the school committee 
and selectmen. He has been treasurer of the Young Men’s Library 
Association since January, 1890, holding that office at the present time. 
He is a charter member of the Royal Arcanum, and was for three years a 
director of the Eastern Hampden Agricultural Society. He was married 
October 13th, 1885, to Emma K. Leonard of Monson, having two 
children, Ray F., who died in 1895, and Frances H. 

Norman W. Chandler, son of Dr. Norman E., and Esther N. Chandler, 
was born in Rockford, Ill., April 26th, 1871. In 1878 he came to Palmer 
with his mother and brother, where he attended the public schools. After 
graduating from the high school, he went into the Palmer National Bank, 
as clerk, in Jan., 1888. He soon took the position of teller, which he 
held until July, 1894. 

In that position he dem¬ 
onstrated his ability 
as a careful business 
man, but decided not to 
continue in the banking 
business. He wished 
to study law, and at the 
time of his resignation, 
commenced his studies 
in the office of C. L. 

Gardner. He proved a 
careful student, and 
made rapid progress. 

In the summer of 1895 
he went to New York 
city, where he entered 
the law school, also 
taking a position as 
clerk in a lawyer’s 

office. Mr. Chandler is norman w. chandler. 
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still in the law school, 
from which he expects 
to graduate, when he 
will be admitted to the 
bar. During his resi¬ 
dence in Palmer Mr. 
Chandler made many 
friends. His position 
in the bank brought 
him into contact with a 
large number of people, 
all of whom remember 
his courteous treatment, 
and regretted his resig- 
nation. His friends 
hope to see him locate 
in Palmer at the con¬ 
clusion of his studies. 

John M. Converse 
was born in Palmer, 
July 8 th, 1823. He 
was a son of Elisha 
Converse, one of Palmer’s early settlers, and lived on his father’s farm 
until about fifteen years of age. He attended the public schools of 
Palmer and finished his education in the high school at Westfield, where 
he graduated. When he was about fifteen years old, Mr. Converse’s 
parents moved into the Depot village. They purchased the old Sedgwick 
Tavern, which had been moved from Shearer’s Corner to the present 
site of the Converse House. Mr. Converse assisted his father in the 
management of the old hotel, and for a time drove a stage between 
Palmer and' Brookfield. As the hotel business prospered, Mr. Converse 
and his father accumulated property, purchasing tracts of real estate, until 
most of the property east of Main street, between Church and Thorndike 
streets, and back as far as Dewey’s hill, was owned by them. Other 
property was acquired, a part of it being the rich meadow lands along the 



JOHN M. CONVERSE. 
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river which are still owned by Mr. Converse. Houses were erected and 
rented from time to time on the village property, while the rest was 
cultivated. The old tavern was finally burned and a new one, called the 
Tockwotton House, was built. This has borne various titles, and is the 
Converse House of the present day. After the opening of the new hotel, 
the management was transferred to other parties. Mr. Converse and his 
father found their time fully occupied in managing their property, as at 
that time they were building almost continually. At the death of his 
father, in 1869, the property passed into Mr. Converse’s hands. He has 
been fully occupied with its management to the present time, being 
assisted during the past few years by his son Henry. Mr. Converse is a 
Republican, but has never taken much interest in politics. For several 
years, during his younger days, he held the office of constable. Mr. 
Converse was unable to go to the front during the war, being unable to 
pass the necessary 
examinations. The old 
driving park, which was 
located in the vicinity 
of where the Universalist 
church now stands, was 
built by Mr. Converse, 
as a speculation. After 
a time he sold the park 
to the Eastern Hampden 
Agricultural Society, by 
whom it was in turn 
sold to French and 
Burleigh. Very much 
of Palmer’s growth is 
due to the enterprise of 
Air. Converse, who 
owns at the present time 
in the neighborhood of 
twenty-five tenement 

houses, beside the Herbert a. Northrop. 
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property on the east 
side of Main street from 
Cross’ block to Walnut 
street. He was married 
December 18 th, 1851, 
to Emeline Rindge of 
Wilbraham. They had 
four children, Mary E., 
Lizzie M., Delia R., 
and Henry D., the 
latter being the only 
one now living. 

Herbert A., son of 
Andrew J., and Mary E. 
Northrop, was born in 
Mon son, July 20th, 
1852. From his birth 
he lived on his father’s 
farm until about twenty- 
one years of age, attend¬ 
ing the public schools, 
Monson and Wesleyan 
Academies, and Eastman’s Business College. During that time his parents 
lived for a few years in the village of Monson, but returned to the farm. 
After his return from business college, Mr. Northrop entered the employ 
of R. L. Goddard, in the latter’s hat shop-. He continued in that position 
two seasons, when he went into the ice business for himself. At that time 
he had taken up his residence in Palmer. He has remained here, 
continuing the ice business, until the present time. Mr. Northrop 
gradually increased his business, and in 1895 bought out the ice business 
T-• Brainerd. He also purchased land on the King Knox farm, 
where he built an ice pond. Some years ago he built a cider mill on the 
lower end of Park street, which he still runs in season. He is a Democrat, 
and was elected to the office of tax collector many years ago, holding it 
for ten years. After an interval of a few years he was again elected to 


that office two years ago, holding it at the present time. He has been a 
constable ever since coming to Palmer to reside, and in January, 1877, 
was appointed deputy sheriff of Hampden county. He still holds that 
office, and has done so without a break since his first appointment, his 
appointment being the oldest, with one exception, in the county. He was 
also appointed deputy sheriff of Hampshire county nine years ago, holding 
that office still. As a careful and efficient officer, Mr. Northrop has made 
an enviable record. He was married January 15th, 1874, to Josie M. 
Keith of Palmer. Their only childjis Ola M. Mr. Northrop is a member 
of Thomas Lodge and the Royal Arcanum. 

David L., son of David and Kezia L. Bodfish, was born at Wareham, 
Mass., January 19th, 1864. He lived in his native town until 1889, and 
attended the public schools, finishing with the Wareham high school. In 
1881 he went into business as a clerk for E. N. Thompson & Co., dealers 
in dry goods. In 1889 he went to Brockton, where he remained in the 
employ of McElroy & Cushman, clothiers and furnishers, about eighteen 
months. At the end of that time he bought out a dry goods store in 
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Bridgewater, where he 
remained until Septem¬ 
ber ist, 1894, when he 
came to Palmer. Mr. 
Bodfish opened a store 
in Cross’ block, putting 
in a complete line of 
dry goods, carpets, 
clothing, hats, caps and 
furnishings, and has 
since continued in that 
business. During his 
residence here Mr. 
Bodfish has taken a keen 
interest in the affairs of 
the town. Intending to 
remain in Palmer per¬ 
manently, its interests 
are his interests, and he 
is among the most 
francis D. barton. willing to promote any 

public enterprise. He was instrumental in forming the Palmer and 
Monson Street Railway Co., and is chairman of the board of directors. 
He is also chairman of the business committee of the Palmer Business 
and Social Club. He is a Republican, a member of Thomas Lodge of 
Masons, holding the office of S. D., and a member of the American 
Legion of Honor. He was married January 19th, 1890, to Winifred Ware 
of North Anson, Me., and has two children, Elizabeth and Robert W. 

Francis D., son of Charles U. and Liania P. Barton, was born in North 
Brookfield, Mass., July 22d, 1854. For eighteen years he remained in his 
native town, where he attended the public schools and completed his 
education. He then went to Spencer, Mass., where he learned the 
jeweler’s trade, remaining four years with E. F. Sibley. After completing 
his trade, Mr. Barton went to San Francisco, where he went into his 
chosen business, remaining four years. At the end of that period he 


decided to return east, and did so, stopping in North Brookfield for a 
short time while deciding upon a location for going into business. He 
finally selected Palmer, where he opened the jewelry store occupied by 
him at the present time. Mr. Barton has built up a prosperous business, 
and has identified himself with the town. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and has attained a prominent position in his party. He is clerk and 
treasurer of the fire district, and secretary and treasurer of the Eastern 
Hampden Agricultural Society. He is also a member of d homas Lodge 
and Hampden Chapter of Masons, holding the office of P. S., in the latter. 
He is also a member of Quinsigamond Lodge, I. O. O. F., of Worcester. 
Mr. Barton was married June 5th, 1884, to Anna E. Brown of Palmer. 
Their children are Francis B., and Eben R. 

Charles A., son of David and Nancy M. LeGro, was born in Columbia, 
N. H., April 19th, 1857. When four years old he removed to Ware, Mass., 
with his mother, his 
father having died 
shortly before. Upon 
the death of his mother, 
which occurred when 
he was about twelve 
years old, Mr. LeGro 
went to live with an 
older sister in Thomas- 
ton, Ct. He attended 
school at Ware and 
Thomaston, and later 
went to Huntington, L. 

I., where he attended 
the LTnion School, 
living in the family of 
Professor George H. 

Brooks. He studied 
music, intending at that 
time, to make it his 

profession. At the end Charles a. LeGro. 
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of a year he returned to 
Ware on a visit, and 
while there was offered 
a position in the drug 
store of J. H. Pepper & 
Co. He accepted that 
position, remaining 
about eighteen months, 
when he removed to 
Amherst, Mass. In 
that town he went into 
the drug store o f 
Charles Deuel, where 
he rem a i ned until 
December 1st, 1886. 
He then formed a part¬ 
nership with J. P. Lynde, 
the firm purchasing the 
drug business of G. L. 
Hitchcock of Palmer. 
They at once took 
possession, under the 
firm name of LeGro & Lynde, and have continued the business 
successfully ever since. Mr. LeGro has never identified himself with any 
political party, but has remained an independent. He is a member of 
Thomas Lodge of Masons, holds the office of Guide in the Royal Arcanum, 
and has held the office of Vice Regent, declining to accept the Regency 
when asked to do so. He was married in April, 1877, to Alice L. Cowles 
of Amherst. Their children are C. Ralph, Alice B., Irene C., and Ruth 
L. Mr. LeGro was recently elected a member of the Palmer Savings 
Bank corporation. 

James F. Fenton, son of Edwin and Tirzah A. Fenton, was born in 
Palmer, April 13th, 1849. His father was one of the first employes of the 
Boston & Albany Railroad, then called the Western Railroad, in this town, 
and remained in Palmer in that capacity for twenty-five years. Mr. 


Fenton grew up with the Depot village, and attended the public schools in 
Palmer and Brimfield. His family was living in the latter town at the 
time of his father’s death, which occurred in 1866, but returned to Palmer 
the next year. Mr. Fenton then entered the employ of P. A. Page & Co., 
carriage manufacturers, learning the trimmer’s trade. This business he 
followed for some time, but about eight years after entering it, he resigned 
his position to become clerk of the Nassowanno House, then owned and 
managed by Capt. C. P. Stone. Mr. Fenton demonstrated his fitness for 
this business immediately. His genial manner and wonderful memory for 
faces were invaluable in a hotel office, and none can make the weary 
traveler feel at home with more pleasing tact than Mr. Fenton. He 
retained this position until Mr. Stone bought out the Converse House, and 
removed his business to that hotel. Mr. Fenton accompanied him to the 
new quarters, where regular visitors soon learned to look for his kindly 
face. Since that time the house has changed proprietors several times, 
but Mr. Fenton has always retained his old position. 




RESIDENCE OF L. W. CARYL. 























PICTORIAL PALMER. 


Homer Chester 
Strong, a member of 
the Hampden County 
bar, was born in Palmer, 
September 5 th, 1850. 
He was a son of Chester 
and Lucia Elizabeth 
(Cooke) Strong. He is 
ninth in descent from 
Richard Strong, born in 
Wales, his family having 
gone therefrom England 
in 1561, and in 1590 
removed to Taunton, 
Somersetshire, England. 
The son of Richard, 
Elder John Strong, born 
in London, was the first 
to emigrate to this 
country in 1630, and 
became a citizen of 
Dorchester and after¬ 
wards one of the first settlers and leading citizens of Northampton. 
Chester Strong (born in Southampton, March 16, 1811), was a leading 
citizen of Palmer; was postmaster under Harrison and Tyler, and 
prominent in developing Palmer village ; was second agent of the old 
Western Railroad Company; in 1847, built Strong’s block, and after its 
destruction by fire in 1852, on the same site, with his brother, Hervey 
Strong, built Strong’s block, now Cross’ block, and also the Nassowanno 
House. Lucia E. Strong was a native of West Springfield, and a daughter 
of Elizur Cooke, Esq., and Marcia Ely (Denison) Cooke, of the Nathaniel 
Ely branch of the Ely family. She was a woman of marked executive 
ability, magnetic presence, greatly loved by the poor, and a leader in the 
social life of Palmer. Homer C. Strong was educated in the public 
schools of Palmer, at Monson Academy (two years, 1865 to 1867), 


Wesleyan Academy (two years, being graduated in the class of 1869), and 
at Amherst College, where he was graduated in the class of. 1875. Before 
entering college he taught school, and was principal of the grammar school 
at Three Rivers in 1871, and after leaving college was acting principal of 
the Everett School in the Dorchester District, Boston, and principal of the 
Brooks School in Medford. His law studies were pursued in the office of 
Charles L. Gardner, Palmer, and for two years at the law school of 
Harvard University. Mr. Strong has mingled business with his law 
practice, having been concerned in insurance and real estate matters and 
the settlement of trust and other estates; has managed real estate, hotels, 
stores, tenements and farms since 1867, and is now one of the largest 
holders of real estate in Palmer. Strong’s block, adjoining his Nassowanno 
House, was built by him and Lucia E. Strong in 1883. He practiced law 
and resided in Springfield, Mass., from 1883 to 1886, with offices in the 
Agawam Bank building and residence at 495 Chestnut street. He then 
returned to Palmer to attend more closely to his business interests here. 
Mr. Strong is fluent and forcible, both as a public speaker and as a writer. 
He has the gift of condensing his thoughts into a few words and of 
expressing them in plain, simple language, easily understood. He also has 
executive ability and is an excellent presiding officer. Interested, active 
and independent in politics, but not as an aspirant or candidate for office, 
he has generally been a delegate to political conventions for many years, 
and often served on county, senatorial and convention committees. 
During 1892 and 1893 he had charge of the editorial department of the 
Palmer Herald. A Republican until 1886, he became a Cleveland 
Democrat, through dissatisfaction of the treatment of James G. Blaine by 
his party, and also its high tariff tendencies, and having little sympathy 
with that independence call “ Mugwumpery,” has acted since entirely with 
the Democratic party. The literary and educational interests and the 
business development and growth of Palmer, have always found in him an 
active and earnest friend. From 1880 to 1883 he served as one of the 
school committee. He is a member of Springfield Commandery, K. I'., 
Springfield Council, Morning Star Chapter and Hampden Lodge of 
Masons. He was married at Thorndike, Jan. 10th, 1883, to Lizzie M., 
daughter of Cornelius Wilson. They have one daughter, Grace C. 
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Frank A. Royce, son 
of James C. and Nancy 
M. Royce, was born in 
Wales, Mass., October 
15th, 1846. He attend¬ 
ed the public schools in 
Wales, finishing his 
education in the Hitch¬ 
cock Free High School 
i n Brimfield. When 
about nineteen years of 
age Mr. Royce went to 
Springfield, where he 
took a position as clerk 
in a grocery store. He 
remained there about 
one year, returning to 
Wales in 1866. He 
then took a position as 
bookkeeper for A. & E. 
D. Shaw, in their mill, 
opening for them a set 
of books. In this position he remained about ten years ; during the last 
two years of this time he acted as bookkeeper for a mill opened in Stafford 
by E. D. Shaw, as well as bookkeeper and superintendent of the Wales 
mill. In the fall of 1877 he went to Montville, Ct., as bookkeeper and 
superintendent of a mill in that town. There he remained about three 
years, going to Jeffersonville, Mass., as agent for a mill, in the employ of a 
New York commission house. He remained about four months, until he 
had run off all the stock for his employers, when he returned to Wales, 
opening a general store on the old Wales street. In this business he was 
successful, as he had always been in the manufacturing business, 
remaining in Wales for eight years. At the expiration of that period he 
accepted a position as traveling salesman for Haskell & Adams, Boston, 
wholesale grocers. In March, 1895, he was appointed postmaster of 


Palmer. He resigned his position on the road, and took charge of the 
Palmer office April 1st. Under his management several pleasing changes 
have been made, Mr. Royce’s especial study being the accommodation of 
the public. He has been a life-long Democrat, and has held many public 
offices. In Wales he held the offices of chairman of the selectmen, 
assessor, and overseer of the poor for many years, and served as a member 
of the school committee for six years. He was also tax collector one 
year. Mr. Royce was the first collector in Wales who succeeded in 
collecting every dollar the town was assessed. He was appointed by the 
selectmen to the office, the collector who had been elected being unable 
to serve. He was the first Democratic town treasurer ever elected in 
Montville, and held that office two years in succession. He is a member 
of Thomas Lodge, Hampden Chapter, Washington Council and Springfield 
Commandery of Masons, holding the office of Treasurer in the chapter ; 
he is Secretary of the Royal Arcanum, and a member of Palmer Lodge, 
I. O. O. F., the A. O. U. W., and Revere Chapter, O. E. S. At the 
time when he 
took the position 
as traveling sales¬ 
man, he removed 
his family to 
Palmer, where he 
has since resided. 

As a commercial 
traveler he was 
a decided success, 
receiving high 
recommendations 
from his employ¬ 
ers, at the time 
of his resignation. 

He was married 
May 22d, 1876, 
to Mary A. Soule 

of Wales. RESIDENCE OF S. H. HELLYAR, THORNDIKE STREET. 
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J. Philip Schneider, 
M. D., son of William 
and Margaret Schneider, 
was born in Greenfield, 
Mass., April 19, 1867. 
While an infant he re¬ 
moved with his parents 
to Orange, Mass., and in 
1869 went to Westfield. 
In the latter town Dr. 
Schneider spent his boy¬ 
hood days and attended 
the public schools. Being 
ambitious to study medi¬ 
cine he early commenced 
to prepare himself for the 
study of that profession. 
During the latter part of 
1890 and the early part 
of 1891, he studied med¬ 
icine in the office of 
Dr. Gamwell of Westfield. In the fall of 1891 he was admitted to the 
University of Vermont. During the college vacations, most of his time 
was spent in Winchendon, as an assistant in Dr. Russell’s private retreat for 
nervous diseases. He graduated in 1894, received his diploma and 
entered the Springfield Hospital as house physician. The usual term in 
this position is one year, but at the expiration of that time the doctor was 
requested to remain another year. Although the position was a good one, 
Dr. Schneider wished to build up a practice for himself. He therefore 
came to Palmer, where he succeeded the late Dr. W. H. Stowe. He took 
the doctor’s former office and located in Palmer permanently, where he 
still remains. Dr. Schneider has been successful in his profession, and is 
steadily building up a remunerative practice. He is a member of the 
Eastern Hampden Medical Association, and keeps abreast with the latest 
discoveries in medicine. He is a member of Mt. Moriah Lodge of 


Masons of Westfield, the Royal Arcanum, and the Improved Order of 
Red Men. In politics he is a Republican, although he has not as yet 
attached himself to any party. 

John F. Foley, son of Michael and Hannah Foley, was born in Three 
Rivers, February 8th, 1861. He attended the public schools, and at about 
the age of twenty-one, took a position as clerk in the general store of 
Holden Brothers in his native village. He remained in that position for 
two years, at the end of which time the firm gave up business. For the 
next year he managed the post office for A. P. Trudeau, then postmaster 
of Three Rivers, and then came to Palmer, where he entered the employ 
of Holden & Ellis. This firm later became G. C. Ellis, by the withdrawal 
of Mr. Holden, Mr. Ellis’ business being finally purchased by W. E. Stone. 
Mr. Foley remained in the store during these changes, and remained in 
the employ of Mr. Stone for five years. In May, 1894, he bought out 
Smith & Co., grocers, at 
the stand now occupied 
by him on the corner of 
Main and Walnut streets. 

He has been a Demo¬ 
crat ever since attaining 
his majority, and has 
been quite prominent 
in that party. He was 
chairman of the Demo¬ 
cratic town committee 
during 1894 and 1895. 

He is a member of the 
Royal Arcanum, and its 
present collector. Mr. 

Foley takes a deep 
interest in the affairs of 
the town. He was mar¬ 
ried in January, 1890, 
to Margaret E. Mulvihill 

of Palmer. john f. foley. 









PICTORIAL PALMER. 


Michael J. Dillon, 
son of David and Mary 
Dillon, was born in 
Manchester, N. H., 
September 16 th, 1849. 
When very young Mr. 
Dillon moved with his 
parents to Thorndike, 
and later to Chicopee 
Falls, where he was 
educated in the public 
schools. When quite 
young he worked in a 
factory in Chicopee 
Falls, and later, for 
eighteen months, he 
worked as a blacksmith. 
He then learned his 
trade as a mason, having 
followed that business 
for twenty-eight years. 
For several years he has 
been a contractor, having taken many important contracts in this vicinity. 
He came to Palmer in 1872, located permanently, working at his trade. 
His advancement in his chosen business has been made in this town. He 
is a Democrat, and was a member of the Democratic town committee for 
five years. In 1889 and 1890 he served the town as selectman. He has 
also been a member of the board of health and superintendent of streets. 
He is a member of the Royal Arcanum, president of the Father Mathew 
Temperance Society, and a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. During his long residence in Palmer Mr. Dillon has made 
many friends. He is not only prosperous in his business, but has 
demonstrated his ability as a public official, and has a strong political 
influence. He is not aggressive in politics, but his support is of value to 
any candidate, and is always given to any worthy nominee of his party. 


He was married January 3d, 1874, to Mary J. Dwyer of Palmer. Their 
children are David F., Daniel W., Lula A., Frank L., Michael J., May, 
Hazel A., and Bertha L. 

Henry P. Holden, son of Lewis and Eliza A. Holden, was born at 
Charlton, Mass., March 5 th, 1842. His father was a farmer, and during 
his boyhood days Mr. Holden lived on the home farm and attended the 
public schools. His education was completed at Nichols Academy, 
Dudley, and Wesleyan Academy, Wilbraham. During the winters of i860, 
1861, 1862 and 1863 he taught school. In the spring of 1864 he started 
in the grocery and provision business with his brother, Charles L., in 
Hartford, Ct. He sold out to his brother in 1867, when he bought out an 
established mercantile business in Middlefield, Mass., which he conducted 
until 1871. He then came to Palmer, and purchased the store of H. H. 
Bartlett & Co., in Lawrence’s block, taking into partnership his brother, 
John S. In January, 1879, he purchased his brother’s interest in the 
business, and four years later, with his brother, John S., he built a woolen 
mill in Palmer. The firm manufactured ladies’ dress goods, John S., 
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being business manager. 
In the same year he 
sold his interest in the 
mercantile business. 
He then formed a part- 
n e r s h i p with W. R, 
Eaton in Boston, under 
the firm name of Eaton, 
Holden & Co., dealers 
in furnishings and small 
wares. At that time he 
removed his family to 
Melrose, Mass. In 1886 
Mr. Holden sold his 
business in Boston, and 
returned with his family 
to Palmer. He bought 
a controlling interest in 
the Palmer Wire Manu¬ 
facturing Company, of 
which he became treas¬ 
urer and manager. In 
1889 h e entered into partnership with Charles E. Fuller, under the firm 
nime of Holden & Fuller. They bought out the interest of John S. 
Holden in the woolen mill, which they have conducted to the present 
time. In 1889 Mr. Holden exchanged his interest in the wire mill for 
real estate known as Wales Hall, and the M. W. French property. He 
remodeled the hall, and established an opera house, which was burned in 
1894. On the site of the burned building he erected the present Holden’s 
block, which is shown on another page. Mr. Holden is a Republican, and 
has represented his party at many important conventions, etc. In 1878 
he was one of the selectmen, and was chairman of the board in 1893 and 
1894. He is a Mason, having taken Knights Templar degrees, is a 
member of the Odd Fellows and of the Royal Arcanum. He is also a 
member of the Home Market and Middlesex Clubs of Boston. He was 


married in 1863 to Mary A. Holmes of Southbridge. Their children are 
Henry L., George S., and Mary A. 

George S. Holden, son of Henry P. and Mary A. Holden, was born at 
Middlefield, Mass., September 29th, 1868. He attended the public 
schools in Palmer until September, 1882, when he entered Phillips 
Andover Academy, graduating in the class of 1886. He then entered 
Amherst College, where he remained three years. Having decided to 
adopt medicine as a profession, he entered the University of Michigan, at 
Ann Arbor, Mich., graduating with the class of 1891, receiving the degree 
of A. B. Mr. Holden then decided not to continue his medical studies. 
Having a taste for the manufacturing business, he entered the employ of 
Holden & Fuller, making his home in Palmer. Mr. Holden entered the 
mill with the idea of learning every branch of the business. With this end 
in view, he worked in the various departments, until thoroughly familiar 
with the details of manufacture. In June, 1895, Mr. Fuller accepted the 
position of manager of the Agawam Manufacturing Company of Springfield, 
in which the firm is interested. This change made it necessary for him to 
be absent from the mill much of the time, and Mr. Holden was appointed 
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superintendent, which 
position he still holds. 
He has demonstrated 
his ability in his chosen 
line of business, and has 
won the commendation 
of the firm for the 
faithful discharge of his 
duties. While in college 
Mr. Holden distin- 
guished himself in 
several branches of 
athletics, having played 
on the ’Varsity Football 
Eleven in the position 
of quarter-back, and on 
the Champion Class 
Base Ball team both at 
Amherst and the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan. 
george s. holden. He is a member of the 

Beta Theta Pi College Fraternity. He was married March 25 th, 1896, to 
Katherine Cramer of Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Henry L. Holden, son of Henry P. and Mary A. Holden, was born at 
Hartford, Ct., January 29th, 1865. At the age of six years he came to 
Palmer with his parents, and attended the public schools of the town until 
1879, when he entered Phillips Academy at Andover, Mass., completing 
his education there with the class of 1883. Mr. Holden then entered the 
employ of Eaton, Holden & Co. of Boston, as salesman, much of his time 
being spent on the road in the interests of his house. In 1886 he 
accepted an appointment as bookkeeper for the Palmer Wire Manufacturing 
Company, and in 1889 was promoted to the position of superintendent of 
the works. In this position he remained for a number of years, making 
his home in Palmer with his parents, who had taken up their residence 
here, his father being manager of the company. Mr. Holden had scored 


a very marked success as a salesman in the mercantile line, and in his 
position as superintendent for the wire company was not less successful. 
In 1893 he accepted a position with James R. Lane of Chicago, Ill., a 
prominent real estate dealer. This position he held for some time, 
returning to Palmer previous to taking a position in New York. In 
January, 1895, he took a position with C. A. Auffmordt & Co. of New 
York, one of the largest commission dealers in that city. He still remains 
in that position. Mr. Holden is a Republican, and takes an interest in 
Palmer affairs. He keeps his residence in this town, where he is usually 
to be seen election day. 

John S. Holden, son of Lewis and Eliza A. Holden, was born at 
Charlton, Mass., May 9th, 1845. He attended the public schools of 
Charlton until sixteen years of age, when he went to Nichols Academy 
at Dudley, Mass., afterward taking a course of study at Wesleyan Academy, 
Wilbraham. After leaving the latter academy, he entered Eastman’s 
Business College at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where he graduated. The 
business experience of Mr. Holden has been widely varied. When 
nineteen years of age he was employed as a clerk in Hartford, Ct,, and 
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for two years was engaged 
in the roofing business in 
that city. Later he 
served on the police force 
of Hartford for three 
years, abandoning that 
occupation in 1871. He 
then entered into partner¬ 
ship with his brother, 
Henry P., in the mercan¬ 
tile line in Palmer. While 
in this business the firm 
established two branch 
stores, which were opera¬ 
ted by them for some 
time. This connection 
was dissolved in 1879, 
when Mr. Holden estab¬ 
lished himself in the oil 
business at Miller’s Farm, 
nearTitusville, Pa. There 
he purchased the Crystal Oil Works, and manufactured refined oil. In 
1880 he sold this property to the Standard Oil Company, and for two 
years did a wholesale Irade in oil. He then, in company with his brother, 
erected a woolen mill in Palmer, which was operated under his 
management until 1889, when he sold out his interest. At that time he 
bought the Hunt & Tillinghast woolen mills at Bennington, Vt., where he 
entered into partnership with Charles W. Leonard, under the firm name of 
Holden, Leonard & Co. His son, Arthur J., is also a member of this firm. 
The firm employs about 300 hands in the manufacture of woolens, and in 
connection with this business has a large store. Mr. Holden is a director 
in the Bennington County National Bank, and its vice president. In 
addition to his woolen interests, Mr. Holden has recently purchased a 
controlling interest in a large quarry in Vermont. It is said that this 
quarry is the largest in the state, and produces a fine quality of stone. 


Although he has removed from Palmer, Mr. Holden does not lose his 
interest in the town. He keeps well posted in its affairs, and is always 
glad to learn of anything to its advantage. Mr. Holden is married, and 
has two sons and three daughters. 

Charles L. Holden, son of Lewis and Eliza A. Holden, was born in 
Hubbardston, Mass., February 28th, 1838. When very young he removed 
with his parents to Charlton, where he attended the public schools. Later 
he entered Wesleyan Academy in Wilbraham, where he completed his 
education. In 1864 he went into business in Hartford, Ct., in the grocery 
line, and later went to Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained in the grocery 
business for two years. He then returned east, opening a general store in 
Three Rivers, in company with his brother, Daniel F., under the firm 
name of Holden Brothers. This business was continued eight years, 
when it was disposed of and Mr. Holden went to Bondsville. In 1882 he 
opened a general store 
in that village, where he 
does business in the 
same line to-day. He 
has been very successful 
in this business, having 
built up a large and 
remunerative trade. 

From time to time Mr. 

Holden has increased 
his line, until he carries 
nearly everything 
needed by the residents 
of the village in the way 
of necessities. In 1885 
and 1886 he was one of 
the selectmen, and was 
postmaster of Bondsville 
from 1886 to 1894. 

Mr. Holden has always 

been a Democrat, and john s. holden. 
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is very prominent in the 
party. Many times he 
has been chosen to 
represent the party at 
conventions, on com¬ 
mittees or in other ways. 
He is a member of 
Thomas Lodge of 
Masons, Agawam En¬ 
campment and Palmer 
Lodge of Odd Fellows. 
He was married in 1860 
to Ellen M. Rodman of 
Colchester, Ct. Their 
children are Alice M., 
Julia E., Lewis R. and 
Charles D. 

Joseph Kerigan, son 
of Matthew and Ellen 
Kerigan, was born in 
Athdown, Wicklow 
County, Ireland, July 21st, 1828. His father was a farmer and stock 
dealer, and until 1845 Mg Kerigan lived on the home farm. He attended 
school in his native town, and later was sent to the Glasnevan Agricultural 
College, where he completed his education. In 1845 he came, to this 
country, stopping first at New York City, but later going to Hoosac Falls, 
and after to Clayville, N. Y. From the latter town he went to Palmyra, 
New York, where he learned the scythe maker’s trade. In 1852 he came 
to Palmer, where he was employed in the Blanchard Scythe Works for a 
short time. He left that business to go to Ware, where he secured a 
position with the Otis Company. Mr. Kerigan was soon promoted to a 
responsible position in the mills, and remained three years. In 1855 he 
returned to Palmer, and bought the farm in the northern part of the 
town where he now lives. He has managed his property in a scientific 
manner, and has to-day a model farm. Mr. Kerigan is a Democrat in 


politics, but has never made himself prominent in his party except in town 
affairs. The interests of Palmer he has at heart, and the esteem in which 
he is held by his fellow citizens is shown by the many years he has been 
chosen to act as selectman. He was first elected to that office in 1877, 
and held it during that year and also during the years 1878, 1879, 1880, 
1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887 and 1888. He has also served the town as 
overseer of the poor and school committee. He was married in 1851 to 
Isabella Kinney of Hoosic Falls, N. Y. They have had ten children, 
Mary J., Ellen, Matthew, Margaret, John, Joseph, Lizzie, Joseph 2, Hugh 
and William. 

John F. Twiss, son of Francis and Mary Twiss, was born in Three 
Rivers, Mass., June 23d, 1854. Mr. Twiss has lived all his life in Three 
Rivers, and attended the public schools of this town. He entered Monson 
Academy after finishing in the Palmer schools, where his education was 
completed. In 1870 
Mr. Twiss took a posi¬ 
tion as station agent for 
the New London 
Northern railroad in 
Three Rivers, retaining 
that position until the 
fall of 1873. At that 
time he resigned and 
entered the employ of 
C. H. Murdock, as clerk 
in the latter’s grocery 
store. From that posi¬ 
tion he changed to the 
employ of Holden 
Brothers, in their gen¬ 
eral store in Three 
Rivers, remaining until 
1875, when he opened 
a grocery store for him¬ 
self. He remained in 
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that business five years, 
making a successful 
record as a merchant. 
After closing out his 
grocery business he 
went into the livery 
business, which he has 
continued until the 
present time. Mr. 
Twiss is known, not 
only in his native village, 
but throughout the 
town, as a careful, hon¬ 
est business man, and is 
extremely popular. He 
is a Democrat in politics, 
and has been honored 
by various positions of 
trust in his party. 
Under Cleveland’s first 
administration he was 
Appointed postmaster of Three Rivers. He is the present chairman of 
the board of selectmen, and is serving his sixth consecutive year as a 
member of the board. In his position as a public officer, Mr. Twiss has 
always shown a readiness to advance the best interests of the town, while 
privately he is ready at any time to take hold of any worthy enterprise. 
He is a member of the A. O. U. W. Mr. Twiss was married in 1881 to 
Ellen L. Kerigan of Palmer. Their children are Frank, Joseph, who died 
in 1890, Mary, Belle, Nellie, John and Edith. 

Charles T. Brainerd, son of Wilson and Caroline Brainerd, was born 
in Palmer, Muy 2d, 1844. He attended the public schools of his native 
town, attended Monson Academy one term and graduated at Westfield 
Academy. After graduation he learned the machinist’s trade, with the 
Ames Manufacturing Company of Chicopee. He remained in their 
employ three years. During the next seven years he worked at his trade 


as a journeyman, holding positions in Orange, Greenfield and Warren. He 
returned to Palmer in 1872, where he went into the sewing machine 
business, remaining in that line three years. In 1875 he took charge of 
the Breckenridge farm, where he has since resided. Mr. Brainerd is a 
Republican, and has been prominent in his party. He has held many 
honorable positions and has been a member of the board of selectmen for 
two years. A few years ago he went into the ice business, in which he 
was successful. He sold out that industry to H. A. Northrop in 1895. 
Mr. Brainerd is a prominent Mason, is a member of Thomas Lodge and 
Hampden Chapter; he held the office of Worshipful Master in Thomas 
Lodge for three years. He is also a member of Palmer Lodge of Odd 
Fellows, and has held the office of Noble Grand in that lodge. He is 
a member of the Royal Arcanum, the A. O. U. W., Revere Chapter, 
O. E. S,, and the Daughters of Rebekah. He was married June 14th, 
1871, to Helen M. 

Breckenridge of Palmer. 

He has one daughter, 

Jennie. 

George M. Atkins, 
son of Henry and 
Almira Atkins, was born 
in B r o o m e County, 

N. Y., November 2d, 

1853. His father was 
a contractor, who ful¬ 
filled some large 
contracts in different 
parts of the country. 

While Mr. Atkins was 
quite young his family 
removed to Chicopee. 

Later they came to 
Palmer. After com¬ 
pleting his education, 

Mr. Atkins entered into Charles t. brainerd. 
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partnership with his 
father, the firm continu¬ 
ing in the contracting 
business. After his 
father’s death Mr. Atkins 
continued the business 
alone. He has done a 
large amount of stone 
work for the Boston & 
Albany railroad, as well 
as other railroad com¬ 
panies. One of his most 
important contracts was 
the construction of a 
portion of the sewerage 
system of the city of 
Springfield. Mr. Atkins 
has made an enviable 
record as a business man. 
He is cautious, upright, 
george m. atkins. and liberal in his business 

dealings, and at the same time quick to act at the proper time in 
affairs in which he is concerned. January ist, 1895, Mr. Atkins, with 
S. H. Hellyar, bought out the interest of J. H. Woolrich in the Ridge’s 
Food Factory. August 24th, 1896, the firm was again changed. A half 
interest in the business was sold to M. Wineburgh of New York and 
Robert M. Burnett of Boston. The firm formed a corporation, with these 
officers : President, Robert M. Burnett; Vice President, M. Wineburgh; 
Secretary, G. M. Atkins; Assistant Secretary, H. Wineburgh; Treasurer, 
S. H. Hellyar. The capital stock of the company was increased to 
$100,000, and plans have been made for a large increase in the business, 
the results so far fully justifying this expectation. Mr. Atkins’ partners in 
the business are all well known as business men of sound judgment, 
Mr. Hellyar having been a resident of Palmer for many years. In politics 
Mr. Atkins is a Republican. In spite of this fact he was elected a 



PALMER. 


member of the board of selectmen on the Democratic ticket in 1895, and 
was re-elected in 1896. Soon after coming to Palmer to reside, Mr. 
Atkins built a residence on Converse avenue, but later purchased a 
handsome residence on Thorndike street, where he now resides. He 
is a member of the A. O. U. W. In 1876 Mr. Atkins was married to 
Margaret J. Wakefield of Needham, Mass. Their children are Charles H., 
Allen W., Harold L., and Edna. 

George A. Moore was born in Preston, Ct., August 24th, 1871. Ten 
years later he removed with his parents to Greenville, a suburb of 
Norwich, Ct., where he attended school. He completed his education in 
the art school of the Norwich Academy. Having a taste for the jeweler’s 
trade, Mr. Moore made an effort when very young to learn it. To this 
end he secured a position in the store of A. B. Kingsbury, where he 
showed such application that at the end of a little over two years, he 
was given a journeyman’s wages. Mr. Moore continued the business, 
remaining with this employer for four years. Having thoroughly mastered 
his trade, and having obtained a good knowledge of the commercial as 
well as the mechanical part of the business, he took a position in the 
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employ of E. S. Brooks 
in this town. He finally 
resigned this position to 
go to Hartford, Ct., 
where he took charge 
of the business of 
M. Cameron. The 
latter was ill at the time, 
and his death occurred 
about two years later. 
Soon after, Mr. Moore 
returned to Palmer, 
where he opened a store 
for himself in Holden’s 
block, then just com¬ 
pleted. Mr. Moore 
commenced business in 
Palmer in December, 
1894, and has continued 
in the same location 
until the present time. 
He has been successful 
in his vocation, and has built up a remunerative business. He was 
married in Hartford, April 24th, 1894, to Marion R. Paine of Palmer. 

Joseph Charles Boulay, M. D., son of Charles and Mary Boulay of 
Barre, was born at St. Pie, P. Q., Canada, October 28th, 1865. He 
received his preliminary education at St. Hyacinth Academy. In 1888 
Dr. Boulay came to the United States, and entered the Baltimore Medical 
College in 1889. He graduated in 1892 and was appointed assistant 
physician in the Maryland General Hospital, by reason of his high rank in 
his studies. He remained in the hospital one year. He first commenced 
practice at Brookline, Mass., where he took charge of Dr. Sawyer’s and 
Dr. Wood’s practice, while those physicians were in Chicago, attending a 
medical convention and the World’s Fair. He located in Three Rivers in 
July, 1893, where he has since remained. Dr. Boulay has attended closely 


to his practice, building up a remunerative business in Three Rivers and 
its surroundings. He is physician of Court Hampden, Foresters, and also 
a member of several fraternal orders. Dr. Boulay was married May 8th, 
1894, to Jennie Plouff of Webster, one of the leading soprano singers of 
Worcester County, and also an accomplished pianist. They have one son, 
Joseph Charles, born Oct. 23d, 1895. 

Edward F. Shaw, son of Ansel C., and Nancy Shaw, was born in 
Belchertown, August 29th, 1858, and was educated in the public schools of 
that town. When about twenty-one years of age, Mr. Shaw w r ent to work 
for J. R. Gould of Belchertown, dealer in meat and groceries. He 
occupied that position about a year and a half, when he purchased Mr. 
Gould’s interest in the firm of Gould & Heath of Three Rivers. Mr. 
Shaw at once took possession, changing his residence to Three Rivers, 
where he has since resided. Mr. Shaw commenced business in Three 
Rivers in 1881. After 
two years he bought out 
Mr. Heath’s interest in 
the business, which for 
a time he managed 
alone. In 1882 Mr. 

Shaw built the building 
in which his store is 
now located, Mr. Heath 
not being interested in 
the building. At the 
time of purchasing Mr. 

Heath’s interest, Mr. 

Shaw dropped the meat 
business, which had 
been a part of the line, 
and put in a general 
line of merchandise, 
which has been con¬ 
stantly added to until 

the present time. In dr. Joseph c. boulay. 
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1885 Mr. Shaw sold a 
part interest in the 
business to his brother, 
H. A. Shaw. The firm 
built two additions to 
their building to meet 
the requirements o f 
their growing business. 
In 1895 they leased a 
large store two blocks 
above their own build¬ 
ing, on the same street, 
where they put in a 
stock of tinware and 
stoves, and conduct a 
plumbing business. 
The firm carries all 
kinds of dry goods, 
groceries, boots and 
shoes, etc., does a large 
business in furniture, 
and has one of the 

largest general lines in this section. They employ five clerks, beside 
themselves being active in the business, and run three delivery wagons. 
Mr. Shaw is a Republican, but is more interested in business than politics. 
He is a member of the A. O. U. W., and Palmer Lodge of Odd Fellows. 
He was married July 8th, 1884, to Alice M. Holden of Bondsville. Their 
children are Irving, Alice and Florence. 

Homer A. Shaw, son of Ansel C., and Nancy Shaw, was born in 
Belchertown, August 29th, 1861. He attended the public schools in his 
native town, completing his education at Wesleyan Academy, Wilbraham. 
His first business position was that of clerk for Mr. DeWitt, corner of 
Bridge and Main streets, Springfield, Mass. In that position he remained 
a few months, when he entered the employ of T. M. Granger of 
Springfield, remaining about six months. He then entered the employ 
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of his brother, E. F. Shaw, in the latter’s general store in Three Rivers, 
and after two years, bought an interest in the business. The prosperity of 
the firm has been already stated, Mr. Shaw having contributed his share 
toward it since his introduction into the business. Mr. Shaw is a 
Republican, and a member of the A. O. U. W. He was married August 
29th, 1888, to Belle M. Sanderson of Worthington, Mass. They have two 
children, Rachel and Waverley. 

J. C. Wing was born in Fayette, Kennebec County, Maine, June 12th, 
1829. His ancestry is traceable in direct line to 1485, when Theodore 
Wing was knighted by King Henry VII of England. John Wing came 
to Saugus, Mass., about 1630, and soon after was induced, with nine 
others, to join the Pilgrims at Plymouth. His allotment of land was laid 
out by Miles Standish and John Alden, and is now in the possession of his 
descendants. Mr. J. C. Wing’s great-grandfather settled in Fayette, 
Maine, taking up wild 
land and clearing a farm, 
on which J. C. and A. T. 

Wing’s father now lives. 

Mr. Wing received his 
education in the com¬ 
mon schools, and a few 
terms in a high school. 

He was a successful 
teacher for several years. 

Later he engaged in 
cotton manufacturing in 
Manchester, N. H., in 
which he was very suc¬ 
cessful, commencing at 
the bottom and rising to 
the position of general 
manager, holding places 
of trust and large re¬ 
sponsibility. His health 
was not good when 
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indoors, and he resigned, 
taking a position as 
draughtsman and book¬ 
keeper for the W. N. 
Flynt Granite Company 
of Monson. Later he 
was promoted to be sup¬ 
erintendent of the Flynt 
Building and Construc¬ 
tion Company, which 
position he now holds. 
He has had charge of 
erecting and finishing 
many large manufactories 
and elegant public build- 
ings. Mr. Wing has 
been twice married, and 
has two sons, one of 
whom is chief engineer 
in the employ of the 
Lynn & Boston Railroad 
Company. The other is in the public school in Palmer. Mr. Wing is a 
member of the First Baptist church in Lynn, Mass. He has long been a 
member of the Masonic and Odd Fellows orders, taking high rank in the 
latter, and is entitled to a seat in the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the United 
States. Mr. Wing was offered a captain’s commission at the breaking out 
of the rebellion, but was prevented from accepting by circumstances 
beyond his control. He gave liberally of his time and money to keep the 
quotas of his district filled. He is an active and earnest Republican, not 
ambitious for office, but ready to help the Republican cause by word and 
deed. He has a keen and lively interest in the welfare of the town, and 
is anxious to promote its greatest good, taking a broad view of public 
improvements, especially in educational matters. 

Albert T. Wing, son of Thomas and Abigail P. Wing, was born in 
Fayette, Maine, February 18th, 1837. His early days were passed on his 


father’s farm and in attending the common schools. He traces his 
ancestry through the Puritans and English families to 1485? an d has a 
fac-simile of the coat of arms conferred upon his ancestor, Theodore 
Wing, by King Henry the VII, which is shown on page 101. Soon after 
leaving home Mr. Wing served an apprenticeship at granite cutting in 
Quincy, Mass., after which he worked at this trade in Manchester and 
Concord, N. H. While in the former place, which was during the war, 
the granite industry was almost at a standstill throughout the country, and 
he accepted a position on the regular police force in that place ; this 
position he filled as successfully as he had done in the granite line, in 
which he had at that time gained a name second to none in the trade. 
When business revived in the granite line, he worked at his trade in 
Concord, going to Monson, Mass., in November, 1867, and entered the 
employ of W. N. Flynt & Co. After cutting stone there for a year, he 
was made foreman of this branch of the work; while filling this position 
Mr. Wing’s business capacity and excellent ability for the management of 
work and men was demonstrated to his employers, who at the end of a 
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year again promoted 
him to the position of 
general superintendent 
of the works. About 
this time the company 
began to extend its 
business, taking con¬ 
tracts to not only furnish 
stone, but to construct 
the work, and to the 
late W. K. Flynt, whose 
attention was being 
given to this part of the 
business, Mr. Wing, by 
his excellent judgment 
and knowledge of the 
value of work, became 
a valuable assistant. 
When the building busi¬ 
ness of the company 
had grown to be quite 
extensive, Mr. Wing’s 
services were required almost wholly in that line, and when this branch of 
the work was, for convenience, organized into a separate department, and 
the firm of Flynt Building & Construction Company formed, he was made 
division superintendent taking charge of the entire construction of one 
or more buildings or other contracts, as their location might demand. 
While filling this position, he was, as formerly, the confidential adviser of 
the late W. K. Flynt, who was then general manager and treasurer of the 
firm, and in all matters of any importance, he was consulted. After 
the death of W. K. Flynt in 1886, Mr. Wing was elected general 
manager, in which position he has achieved unprecedented success. Fie 
attributes this success not only to his attention to business, but to the 
entire confidence reposed in him by the company, and the efficient 
superintendents and assistants whom he has secured and has retained for 


a series of years. Mr. Wing is kind and considerate to his employes, and 
much interested in their welfare, encouraging and helping them in every 
way to fit themselves for positions of trust and importance at the heads of 
their lines of business; there are now in the employ of his company, as 
division superintendents, who are entrusted with the charge of the entire 
construction of buildings or other work, several young men who began 
work under him as day laborers, but whose abilities his ready perception 
enabled him to recognize and utilize for their own benefit, as well as that 
of the company. Mr. Wing was married February 3d, 1863, to Emma 
Atwell, and their marriage was blessed with three children : Ada G., who 
is a teacher in Brown University, Albert C., who died at the age of 
eighteen months, and Clarence M., who is attending the Military Academy 
at Peekskill, N. Y. Mr. Wing has been a member of Lafayette Lodge of 
Masons, of Manchester, N. H., for nearly forty years, but has steadily 
refused office in the order. He has been repeatedly urged to accept civil 
office, but has preferred to give his undivided attention to the business of 
the company. In politics Mr. Wing is a Republican, but his business 
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necessitating his absence 
from home the greater 
part of the time, he finds 
it impossible to take a 
very active part in matters 
pertaining to politics or 
local affairs ; his interest 
in the welfare of the 
community is indicated 
by his ever readiness to 
give assistance, financially 
o r otherwise, in any 
matters which would 
result in that end. Mr. 
Wing is largely interested 
in, and is vice president 
of, the Southern Marble 
Company of Pickens 
County, Ga., which is 
doing a very extensive 
RUFUS FLYNT. business. 

Rufus Flynt, son of William N. and Eudocia C. Flynt, was born at 
Monson, Mass., June 14th, 1855. He attended the public schools of that 
place, afterward entering Monson Academy and graduating in 1873. He 
then became associated in the business of his father and brother, W. K., 
which firm was then known as Wm. N. Flynt & Co. He served as 
bookkeeper and paymaster for the company for a number of years and 
later took charge of the quarry, in which position he remained till 1883. 
After leaving the quarry he went into the building branch of the company’s 
business with his brother, W. K., who then had charge of that department. 
He was chosen a director of the Flynt Building & Construction Company 
when that firm was organized, and was located in various places where the 
company was doing work. After the death of his brother, W. K., in 1886, 
he was elected treasurer of that company with headquarters at Palmer. 
At the death of his father in 1895, Mr. Flynt was elected president of the 


Flynt Building & Construction Company, and director in the W. N. Flynt 
Granite Company. During the time Mr. Flynt lived in Monson he served 
two terms on the board of selectmen, at present is treasurer of the Palmer 
Business and Social Club, is a member of Thomas Lodge of Masons, 
and also of the Royal Arcanum. He is a Republican in politics, and 
enthusiastic in the interests of his party. Mr. Flynt was married 
September 13th, 1876, to Addie A. Green of Monson, who died in 
March, 1881. Their children were Harold, who died at the age of 
eleven months, and Hattie G. Mr. Flynt married Lucy B. Atwood of 
Springfield, in March, 1881. Their children are Eudocia F., Rufus, Jr., 
and Lyon K. 

William E. McDonald, son of Patrick and Mary McDonald, was born 
July 23d, 1861, at Monson, Mass., where he attended the public schools 
and completed his education at the Monson Academy. After leaving the 
academy, he obtained a position with W. N. Flynt & Co., in June, 1881, 
as time keeper and clerk at their quarry, where he remained for a year. 
The company then entering more extensively into the building business, 
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promoted him to the 
position of clerk and pay- 
master on contracts, 
located in different 
places. He also acted 
as private secretary to 
the late W. K. Flynt, 
under whom he received 
a thorough and system- 
a t i c training in the 
details of the business 
and the principles govern¬ 
ing the record of the 
various transactions. 
When the building busi¬ 
ness of W. N. Flynt & 
Co. was separated from 
their other branches, in 
1885, and the Flynt 
Building & Construction 
Company was formed, he 
located at Palmer, and was appointed to the position of head bookkeeper 
and paymaster in the general office of the new company, where he is 
employed at the present time. The accuracy and system employed in 
recording the varied transactions of the company, aggregating hundreds 
of thousands of dollars yearly, attest the thoroughness of his business 
training, and the uniform courtesy and agreeable manner with which he 
receives all callers, however busy he may be, are characteristic of his genial 
disposition. He is a Republican in politics. On January 17th, 1893, he 
married Miss Mary E. Cantwell of Monson, soon after purchasing his 
present place of residence on Converse avenue. Their children are 
William C. and Robert L. 

The Flynt Building & Construction Company, whose office is shown 
on the next page, has for many years been an important Palmer enterprise. 
The concern was started as an offshoot of the business of the Flynt quarry 
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in Monson, in 1884, the members of the firm being W. N. Flynt, 
W. K. Flynt, Rufus Flynt, L. C. Flynt and G. C. Flynt. The firm was 
incorporated in 1885, with these officers: President, W. N. Flynt; general 
manager and treasurer, W. K. Flynt. The company was incorporated 
with a capital of $30,000, and from the time when it was established, has 
been remarkably successful. The company makes its principal business 
the erection and completion of public and business buildings, churches, 
depots, shops, mills and other large buildings, and has extended its 
operations all over New England and the middle states. The company 
employs from 800 to 1000 men, varying with the season. The estimates 
and plans for the company’s large business are all made at the Palmer 
office, which is headquarters for the firm. W. K. Flynt, who was chiefly 
instrumental in organizing this company, was among Palmer’s most 
prominent men. At the time of the location of the company’s office in 
Palmer, Mr. Flynt removed his family to this town, where he continued to 
reside until the time of his death, in February, 1886. Mr. Flynt devoted 
his best energies to the development and increase of the business, after 
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FLYNT BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION CO’S. OFFICE. Front View. 


the separation of the building and construction branch from the quarry, 
and to him the company owes much of its early success. The company’s 
office on Main street is one of the most attractive business places in the 
Depot village. Great care is taken to keep the grounds about it in the 
best condition, and the result fully justifies the expenditure of time and 
money in the eyes of the company. 

Mr. Rufus Flynt, the president and treasurer of the company, is 
considerably interested in the breeding of Shetland ponies. So are his 
children and their young friends. Mr. Flynt owns several of these little 
animals, and as they need constant exercise, to keep them from becoming 
too high spirited, he has purchased several small wagons and carts for 
their use. A considerable part of the duty of exercising the ponies 
devolves upon Rufus, Jr. The latter is generous, and likes to have his 
companions with him in his drives. Among the little wagons there is a 
miniature police patrol wagon, with all the fittings, gong, safety-rails, etc. 
On many occasions the entire outfit is harnessed, and the youngsters make 
a tour of the village. The group shown in the cut on the next page 


represents the young people as they looked one summer’s morning, when 
just ready to start for a drive. The photograph was taken in Mr. Flynt’s 
yard, showing the east wing of his house. 

Charles E. Fuller, son of William S. and Abagail Fuller, was born in 
Clarendon, Vt., July 17th, 1850. Mr. Fuller obtained his education in 
the common schools of his native town. His father was a farmer and 
master stone mason, and during his younger days, while attending school, 
Mr. Fuller’s leisure time was employed in working on the farm, as a stone 
mason, and painting. After completing his education, Mr. Fuller went to 
work in a woolen mill in Proctorsville, Vt., being then about eighteen years 
old. He remained there about one year, when he went to Holyoke to 
take a position in a woolen mill. The morning after his arrival in 
Holyoke, after paying his hotel bill, Mr. Fuller found himself possessed 
of less than $1 with which to face the world. He remained in Holyoke 
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about five years, leaving 
that city to go to North 
Monson, where he took 
a position as superin¬ 
tendent of the woolen 
mill, since burned. He 
remained at North 
Monson between eight 
and nine years. During 
the latter part of that 
period he took the man¬ 
agement of the mill, 
running it in his own 
interest, by the yard. 
Leaving North Monson, 
Mr. Fuller returned to 
Holyoke, as superin¬ 
tendent in the mill of 
Connor Brothers. He 
remained one year, when 
he took a similar posi¬ 
tion with Beebe & 
Webber, which he also retained one year. At the expiration of that time 
he came to Palmer, where he entered into partnership with J. S. & H. P. 
Holden. The firm built the woolen mill now owned by Holden & Fuller. 
Mr. Fuller superintended the erection of the building, and the placing of 
the machinery. When J. S. Holden sold his interest in the business, Mr. 
Fuller and H. P. Holden bought him out, forming an equal partnership. 
In 1895 the Agawam Manufacturing Company of Springfield was 
reorganized. Holden and Fuller being financially interested in the 
company, Mr. Fuller was chosen manager, having held the position 
to the present time. The company manufactures 100 dozen of woolen 
underwear a day, and is steadily increasing its business under Mr. Fuller’s 
management. He divides his time between this enterprise and the mill 
in Palmer, still retaining his residence in this town. Mr. Fuller commands 


the respect of all his acquaintances and friends, who point with pride to 
the position he has attained through his business tact and judgment, from 
a very small beginning. He is a member of Thomas Lodge of Masons, 
Palmer Lodge of Odd Fellows, the Daughters of Rebekah, the Royal 
Arcanum and Revere Chapter, O. E. S., being a charter member of the 
four latter organizations. In politics he is a Republican. He was married 
December 22d, 1883, to Georgiana Edgerton of Palmer. His children 
are Mignon E., Charles E., Jr., and Madeliene. 

Edward H. Rollins, son of Henry G. and Harriet J. Rollins, was born 
in Newbury, Vt., July 21st, 1867. He attended the public schools in his 
native town, finishing his education at Peacham Academy. At the age of 
twenty he went to Hartford, Ct., where he secured employment with the 
Hartford Electric Light Company. Mr. Rollins made a study of the 
electrical business, and at the end of two years went to Patterson, N. J., 
in the employ of the 
Edison Electric Illumi¬ 
nating Company. After 
two years in that position 
he went to Elizabeth, 

N. J., in the employ of 
the same company. Mr. 

Rollins’ position gave him 
a good opportunity to 
study all branches of the 
business. He soon be¬ 
came proficient in his 
chosen line, and when the 
Palmer & Monson 
Electric Company, now 
the Central Massachusetts 
Electric Company, was 
formed in Palmer, in 
1892, he came to this 
town as superintendent. 

Mr. Rollins’ business edward h. rollins. 
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career in this town is 
well known. The busi¬ 
ness of which he has 
charge has been 
increased steadily since 
the organization of the 
company, and Mr. 
Rollins’ careful manage¬ 
ment of the company’s 
affairs has contributed 
not a little to its success. 
Mr. Rollins is a Repub¬ 
lican in his political 
preferences, but has no 
political ambition, his 
time being fully occu¬ 
pied in the management 
of his business. He is 
deeply interested in 
town affairs, however, 
and can always find 
time to assist in the 
promotion of any enterprise which is for the benefit of the town. He was 
married in December, 1890, to Anzonetta M. Darling of Barnet, Vt. 
Their children are Walter S., and Henry B. 

Charles H. Hobbs, son of Henry H. and Sarah P. Hobbs, was born in 
Norway, Maine, September 15th, 1848. He was educated in the common 
schools in Norway, and at the age of seventeen years commenced work in 
the cotton business, which line he has continued until the present time. 
He commenced in the Bates Mills at Lewiston, Me., where he remained 
sixteen years, working up to the position of superintendent. He had 
charge of a mill in Cornwall, Ontario, for eighteen months, and at the 
expiration of that time went to Slatersville, R. I., as agent for a mill in 
that town, remaining five years. He then came to Palmer, as agent of the 
Thorndike Company’s mills at Thorndike, taking that position in June, 


1889. Mr. Hobbs has always taken a strong interest in the town’s affairs, 
and is one of the most willing of Palmer citizens to promote any public 
enterprise. He is a member of the school committee and takes an 
especial interest in educational matters. His interest in the village of 
Thorndike is particularly strong. Mr. Hobbs was instrumental in securing 
the erection of the new school house in Thorndike, in which the town 
takes so much proper pride. He is a member of Thomas Lodge of 
Masons and Springfield Commandery, Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’ 
Lodge of Odd Fellows in Lewiston, Me., and of Woronoco Encampment 
of Odd Fellows in the same city. He is a Republican in politics, and one 
of the vice presidents of the Palmer Savings Bank. He served three 
months in the army when fifteen years of age. Mr. Hobbs was married 
October 22d, 1884, to Mary E. Young. They have one son, Henry H. 

Charles E. Getchell, son of Stephen Getchell, was born at 
Sebasticook, now Benton, Maine, January 6th, 1840. He was educated 
in the public schools and academy of his native town, finishing under a 
private tutor at Salem, Mass. Mr. Getchell’s father was a carpenter, and 
he learned that trade with his father when a young man. In 1859 he went 
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to Salem, Mass., where 
he learned the trade of 
pattern making and 
millwright. He carried 
on that business for 
seven years, and was 
employed in the 
Naumkeg Cotton Mill 
for two years. In 1862 
he did garrison duty at 
Fort Warren for six 
months, with the Salem 
Cadets. He was a 
member of that com¬ 
pany from 1861 to 1873, 
holding the office of 
Lieutenant for two 
years. In July, 1873, 
Mr. Getchell went to 
Waltham, Mass., as 
master mechanic and 
draughtsman for the 

Boston Manufacturing Company. In 1877 he was transferred in the same 
capacity to the Waltham Bleachery, owned by the same company, holding 
that position until 1889. In November of that year he went to Bondsville, 
as agent for the Boston Duck Company. He held that position until 
January 1st, 1895. February 1st, 1895, he returned to Waltham as 
superintendent of the Waltham Bleachery and Dye Works, which position 
he now holds. During his residence in Palmer Mr. Getchell made many 
friends. He was extremely popular with the operatives of the mill under 
his charge, and not less so with his many acquaintances throughout the 
town. He is a Republican in politics, and while in Palmer was honored 
with the confidence of his party. He was a member of the board of 
selectmen of Palmer for four years, and a director in the Palmer Savings 
Bank for two years. Mr. Getchell was always deeply interested in town 
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affairs, and in his management of the business in Bondsville, entrusted to 
his care, always endeavored to consider the welfare of Palmer as well as 
that of his firm. During his first residence in Waltham Mr. Getchell was 
also given many evidences of the esteem felt for him by his fellow-citizens. 
He was a member of the committee that drew up the first city charter of 
Waltham, was one of its first board of aldermen, a member of the water 
board four years and its chairman two years; a charter member of the 
Waltham Co-Operative Bank, vice president and director several years, 
and is a director at the present time. Mr. Getchell is a member of Essex 
Lodge, Salem Chapter, Salem Council and Springfield Commandery of 
Masons, and was Master of Essex Lodge two years. He was married in 
1869 to Sarah A. Berry of Danvers, Mass. 

Elmer G. Childs was born in Aurora, Ill., May 27 th, 1861. He came 
East at an early age and was educated in the public schools in Lowell, 
Mass. After complet¬ 
ing his education he 
went into the Lowell 
Machine Shop, and 
later was employed in 
various mills in that 
city, finally attaining 
the position of assistant 
superintendent of the 
Massachusetts Cotton 
Mills of Lowell. He 
came to Palmer January 
1st, 1895, as agent of 
the Boston Duck 
Company’s mills at 
Bondsville, which posi¬ 
tion he now holds. Mr. 

Childs is progressive, 
and has made many 
improvements in the 

company’s plant. elmer g. childs. 
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O. A. Parent, son of 
Leander and Angelique 
Parent, was born in St. 
Pie, Canada, August 
13 th, 1838. He was 
educated at La Pointe 
Aux Trembles, and went 
to Northampton, Mass., 
in 1857. There he 
learned the carpenter’s 
trade, at which he 
worked until 1862, when 
he enlisted in the 37 th 
Massachusetts Volun¬ 
teers. Mr. Parent 
remained with the army 
until 1865, when he 
returned to Northamp¬ 
ton, where he resumed 
business as a contractor 
and jobber. He next 
went to Springfield, 
where he was employed in Wason’s car shops for some time; from there 
he went to Westfield, where he worked in the organ shop. After leaving 
Westfield he went to Belchertown, where he managed a farm for two years, 
going from there to Salem, wdiere he went into the bark business, dealing 
principally in hemlock bark for tanning purposes. In 1877 he came to 
Bondsville, where he engaged in trade. He opened a general store, 
gradually increasing his trade until the present time. From the first he 
was successful in this business, for which he seems to have been especially 
adapted. From time to time, as his business has increased, Mr. Parent 
has enlarged his quarters. About July 1st, 1896, he removed into his 
present store, which he remodeled to suit his requirements. His business 
at the present time is a very large one, dealing, as he does, in all kinds of 
commodities suitable to the requirements of his trade. In politics Mr. 


Parent is a Prohibitionist. He was married November 29th, 1866, to 
Anna E. Morse of Belchertown. They have had three children : Fannie 
E., who died May 24th, 1879, Ora W. and Olin F. 

John Henry Woolrich, second son of Henry Woolrich of Calveley, 
Hall, Handley, Cheshire, England, was born March 14th, 1837. His 
mother was a Vernon, a connection of the family for which Mount 
Vernon, the home of Washington, was named. Mr. Woolrich’s early years 
were spent in obtaining an education near the old city of Chester, 
England. Afterward he served an apprenticeship, under indentures, in 
the acquirement of the profession of a chemist. He thus obtained a 
knowledge and experience which has proved of the utmost value to him in 
his business life. In i860 Mr. Woolrich left England for Halifax, N. S. 
Soon after his arrival in that city he engaged in the drug trade and built 
up the leading prescription business of the city. In 1870 he moved to 
Malden, Mass., wdiere he, in company with others, undertook the 
manufacture of Ridge’s Food. He remained there five years, and 
removed the business to Palmer in order to obtain better shipping 
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facilities, where he has 
since remained. Mr. 
Woolrich has had entire 
charge of the business 
since its commence¬ 
ment, and under his 
management the fame 
of his preparation has 
spread throughout the 
country. He was the 
pioneer in this line of 
business, and the start 
was a hard one; the 
people were not edu¬ 
cated to this artificial 
feeding of children, and 
the idea of an English¬ 
man coming to this 
country to make a baby 
food, was ridiculed. 
However, his labor has 
made it easy for those 
that have followed. Mr. Woolrich proved that he had the , pluck and 
determination to succeed, knowing that he had just the goods the country 
needed. During the early days of the firm’s existence, Mr. Woolrich 
traveled extensively, advertising and selling his food throughout a wide 
stretch of country. One of his trips was from Boston to Chicago and 
back in a wagon. Mr. Woolrich has been classed among the bold but 
careful advertisers of the day. In 1877 he built his handsome residence 
on Thorndike street, which he calls Tushingham Cottage, and made out 
of a wilderness one of the attractions of the town. Some years ago he 
purchased a rough little farm on Baptist Hill, which he has greatly 
improved. He occupies it with his family during the hot summer months. 
It is known as Willoughby Pastures. In 1895 he sold his factory business 
and town residence to G. M. Atkins and S. H. Hellyar, and has now 


retired from active work. Mr. Woolrich’s interest in the town’s growth 
and prosperity has been very marked. He has many times shown his 
willingness to push, where help was needed, and has become an honored 
and respected citizen, as well as a valued friend. He was married August 
19th, 1862, to Louisa Woodill of Halifax, daughter of Robert Woodill. 
They have one son, Vernon H. 

John L. Wilder, son of Patrick and Jane Wilder, was born in Palmer, 
February 25 th, 1849. His father was employed in the Boston and Albany, 
— then Western railroad, — and New London, Willimantic and Palmer 
railroad freight yards, being the first man to do the switching for these two 
railroad companies. He commenced with one horse, and as business 
increased, used two and finally three horses, before locomotives were used 
for this purpose. Mr. Wilder received his education in the public schools 
of Palmer. In the spring of 1865 he was apprenticed to N. E. Piper, 
marble worker, whose shop was situated in Tenneyville, but finding the 
work too laborious, resigned his position after six months. In the fall of 
the same year, he entered the office of the Palmer Journal, learning the 
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printer’s trade, for which 
he seems to be especially 
adapted, under the late 
Gordon M. Fiske. He 
has since remained in 
the office, and is now 
foreman of the works. 
Mr. Wilder has been 
remarkably successful in 
his trade. He has de¬ 
voted much time to the 
study of its different 
branches, and has ac¬ 
quired an enviable 
knowledge of its various 
details. H e also has 
gained a wide reputation 
among printers as a fine 
job and half-tone worker, 
and an up-to-date printer. 

JOHN L. WILDER. The p resswor k on this 

book was done by him, and the illustrations testify to his ability in this 
line. Mr. Wilder is not only a thoroughly experienced printer, but has 
many times demonstrated his ability as a newspaper man. He has the 
true news sense, and at times when it has become necessary, has 
temporarily taken charge of the paper. His employers hold him in the 
highest esteem, and do not hesitate, when there is occasion, to leave the 
entire business in his charge. He has never failed to justify this good 
opinion, and has many times brought out the paper, in addition to his 
other work. Many young printers and newspaper men, of well known 
ability, who are to-day holding good positions in various offices, thank 
Mr. Wilder for their start in life. His careful training of them, when 
under his supervision, has made it possible for them to obtain and hold 
positions requiring a thorough knowledge of the business. In politics Mr. 
Wilder is a Democrat, but his support has always been given to any 


worthy nominee. He has never sought public office, but has always had 
at heart the best interests of the town. He was married July 1st, 1880, 
to Mary J. Shanley of Palmer. They have three children, Jennie May, 
Robert J. and Raymond L. 

William O. Richardson, son of O. B. and Almira E. Richardson, was 
born in Ware, Mass., February 12th, 1856. He was educated in the 
public schools of Ware, and at about the age of thirteen, took a position 
as clerk in the office of C. A. Stevens & Co. of Ware, woolen 
manufacturers. In this position Mr. Richardson remained until eighteen 
years of age, when he went to work in the office of the Palmer Mills in 
Three Rivers. He remained there two years, coming to the Depot village 
in 1877. He took a position in the American Express Company’s office, 
then managed by J. F. Holbrook, remaining there until 1886. At that 
time he took a run on the Fitchburg railroad, for the express company, 
running between Boston 
and North Adams, con¬ 
tinuing that run one year. 

He then received an 
appointment as agent for 
the American Express 
Company, and returned 
to Palmer in that capac¬ 
ity, holding that position 
until the present time. 

Mr. Richardson, during 
his residence in Palmer, 
has made many friends. 

He is very popular with 
the patrons of his com¬ 
pany, his genial manner 
and accommodating ways 
being fully appreciated, 
and it is the earnest 
desire of all that he may 

retain his present position william o. richardson. 
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for many years to come. 
He is a member of Pal¬ 
mer Lodge, I. 0 . O. F. 
He was married May 22d, 
1878, to Ida E. Taylor of 
Keene, N. H. 

Henry T. Huntington, 
son of H. B. and Lucinda 
Huntington of Norwich, 
was born in Hampton, 
Ct., October 5th, 1850. 
He was educated in the 
public schools at Willi- 
mantic, and the academy 
at East Greenwich, R. I. 
At the age of sixteen 
years he went to Willi- 
mantic, where he learned 
the painter’s trade with 
Baldwin & Kinney. He 
remained in their employ 
six years. At the 
expiration of that time he went to New York City, where he was employed 
by H. N. Gavvit for about two years. After leaving New York he worked 
for some time in Norwich and Willimantic, coming to Palmer in 1874. 
L T pon coming to Palmer Mr. Huntington went into business for himself. 
He was a skillful paint mixer, and thoroughly posted in all branches of his 
business. He commenced taking contracts for painting immediately, and 
located in the town permanently. Mr. Huntington’s business gradually 
grew, and has continued to do so until the present time, making it 
necessary for him to employ several men in the busy season. He has 
gained an enviable reputation as a painter and his business extends over a 
wide section. Several years ago he built a handsome residence on Pine 
street, where he and his family now reside. In politics Mr. Huntington is 
a Republican. He is interested in the town’s welfare, but has no political 
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ambition for himself. He was married December 29th, 1870, to Eva L. 
Quimby of Palmer. They have one daughter, Lillian M. 

Oscar C. Marcy, son of Uriah P., and Marian Marcy, was born in 
Holland, Mass., September 9th, 1842. Mr. Marcy was educated in the 
public schools of Holland, with a short term in Monson Academy. From 
the time when he was large enough to work until the age of twenty-two 
years, he worked on his father’s farm, lumbering, driving team, etc. At 
the age of twenty-two he went to Sturbridge, where he took a position as 
driver of a four-horse team for Makepeace & Bosworth. He remained in 
that position six months, when he resigned and went to Wales, where he 
drove an ox team to draw sand, stone and brick for the building of the 
Higgins mill. In the winter of that year he returned to his home in 
Holland, driving a team and drawing lumber until the spring of 1866. He 
then went to Staffordville, Ct., as driver of a four-horse team for E. E. 
Butterfield. He continued in that occupation one year, and then was 
transferred to the stage line managed by Mr. Butterfield. He drove a 
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stage for two years 
between Staffordville 
and Stafford Springs, at 
the same time having 
charge of the freight 
teams running between 
these two places. At 
the end of two years on 
the stages, Mr. Marcy 
returned to a four-horse 
team, which he drove 
for nine months, when 
he purchased the stage 
and freight business of 
M r . Butterfield. H e 
retained that business 
six months, selling out 
to Edward Washburn. 
He then returned to 
Holland, where he spent 
the summer of 1870 on 
the old homestead. 
In the fall of that year he went to Hardwick, where he employed several 
teams in the construction of the Ware River railroad. At the end of two 
months the firm of contractors for whom he worked failed, and Mr. Marcy 
sold his teams. January 1st, 1871, he came to Palmer. He first took a 
position at the New London Northern railroad depot, carrying mails and 
handling baggage. That position he retained a short time, resigning to go 
to work in the stables of Boardman Shaw. December 6th, 1871, he 
bought out the Walnut street stables, now owned and managed by him. 
Here Mr. Marcy built up a prosperous livery business, which he still 
continues. Some years ago the old stables were burned. Mr. Marcy 
immediately erected new stables, of the latest and most approved 
pattern for his business. With the increased facilities he was enabled to 
considerably increase his business, in the management of which he is 




assisted by his son. Mr. Marcy makes a specialty of looking after the 
wants of the traveling public, and for this purpose goes to the depot at the 
arrival and departure of all trains. His well-known figure and pleasant 
greeting have come to be looked for by the many traveling men who know 
him, and his reputation has extended over a wide stretch of country. 
Mr. Marcy is an old-time Democrat, but devotes his energies to business 
rather than politics. He is a member of Wolcott Lodge of Masons in 
Stafford. He was first married August 18th, 1870, to Sarah V. Patton of 
Stafford, who died November 30th, 1871. They had one son, David 
Eugene, who is now associated with his father in business. He was 
married again in December, 1872, to Clara M. Sumner of Enfield, Mass. 

Leslie H. Hendee, M. D., son of Dr. Horatio S. and Sabra E. Hendee, 
was born at Deer River, Lewis County, New York, July 14th, 1864. He 
attended the public schools at Carthage, Lowville Academy at Lowville, 
N. Y., and the Utica Business College. After graduating from the latter 
he took a course in pharmacy in the Albany College of Pharmacy, after 
which he went 


into the drug 
business for 
about two years. 
He then traveled 
for some time, 
in the interests 
of a firm selling 
Denver real 
estate. He 
entered the Bal¬ 
timore Medical 
College in 1891, 
graduating i n 
1894. After his 
graduation h e 
spent several 
months in Low¬ 
ville, with his 
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preceptor, Dr. James Z. 
Hunt. In October, 1894, 
he came to Palmer, where 
he commenced the 
practice of medicine. 
Dr. Hendee has built up 
a good practice, and is 
very popular. He keeps 
pace with the latest 
methods, and has been 
very successful. He is a 
Democrat, and during his 
residence in New York 
state, took an active part 
in politics. In 1884 he 
received an appointment 
as messenger of standing 
committees in the senate, 
and later became floor 
messenger to David B. 
Hill, at the latter’s own 
request. In 1885 the doctor was promoted to a position in the clerk’s 
desk. Since coming to Palmer Dr. Hendee has not taken an active part 
in politics, his time being fully occupied by the duties of his profession. 
He has been for many years an enthusiastic member of the Sons of 
Veterans, and is the present Captain of Camp Cross of Palmer. He was 
Mustering Officer of the Division of New York in 1886, also Aide-de- 
Camp to Walter S. Payne, Commander in Chief, S. of V., U. S. A., with 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He at present ranks as Past Captain of 
Camp 9, of Lowville, having served two terms as Captain of that camp. 
Has attended nearly all Division Encampments of New York Division, 
and several times as delegates from that body to National Encampments, 
the last being the one held at Minneapolis, in September, 1894. Dr. 
Hendee was married February 17th, 1889, to Minnie L. Kingsley of 
Lowville. They have one daughter, Sabra I. 
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John F. Luman, son of John and Ann Luman, was born in Providence, 
R. I., December 3d, 1861. He came to Palmer with his parents when 
five years of age, and obtained his education in the public schools of this 
town. He commenced his business career as a clerk for H. T. Bishop, in 
the latter’s store in Thorndike, continuing in that capacity for five years. 
At the end of that time Mr. Luman started in business for himself, in the 
boot and shoe line. He continued that business three years. Later 
Mr. Luman increased his line, and for some years dealt extensively in a 
general line of dry goods and notions. During his residence in Thorndike 
Mr. Luman has become very popular, making a host of friends. He has 
for several years done more or less newspaper work, having at times acted 
as local correspondent for various daily and weekly papers. In this line 
Mr. Luman has been successful, having a taste for the work. He is a 
musician of unusual ability, and has for fifteen years been organist of 
St. Mary’s Catholic 
church. In politics Mr. 

Luman is a Democrat. 

He was appointed post¬ 
master of Thorndike by 
President Cleveland in 
December, 1893, and 
holds that position at the 
present time. When the 
town voted to provide 
night patrolmen in the 
four villages of the town, 

Mr. Luman was appointed 
to that office in Thorn¬ 
dike, holding it still. As 
an officer he has been 
painstaking and careful; 
the residents of Thorn¬ 
dike like his work in that 
capacity, and he has 
been very successful in 
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keeping good order on 
the streets during his 
hours of duty. He was 
married July 4th, 1885, 
to Ellen Sweet. They 
have one daughter, 
Annie. 

Joseph F. Holbrook, 
son of Samuel and 
Harriet Holbrook, was 
bom in Ware, Mass., 
July 4th, 1841. He was 
educated in the Ware 
schools and left home 
when seventeen years of 
age. At that time he 
took a position in the 
post office in Palmer, 
under Postmaster 
Granger. He retained 
that position five years, 
resigning it to take a 
position as mailing clerk in the Springfield post office. He remained 
there one year, when he received an appointment as postal clerk in the 
railway postal service, being one of the first to receive an appointment in 
that service. Mr. Holbrook made preparations to take that position, but 
the postal authorities and the railroad people could not agree, and the 
railway postal service did not go into effect for some time. In the 
meantime Mr. Holbrook had come to Palmer. He went into the 
millinery business in this town, continuing successfully for about eighteen 
months. He then received an appointment as agent for the Merchants’ 
Union Express Company, which afterward became the American Express 
Company. Later he was also appointed as agent for the Adams Express 
Company, holding both agencies for eighteen years. At the time when 
the companies divided their territory, Mr. Holbrook resigned as agent. 


When he first became express agent he went into the coal business, which 
he has made his sole business interest since resigning from the express 
business. The first year of his experience as a coal merchant, Mr. 
Holbrook sold about 200 tons of coal. Since that time his annual sale 
has at times been 30,000 tons, his retail business alone last year being in 
the vicinity of 3300 tons. After being in the business for a time, he 
branched out into a wholesale trade, which now forms the principal part 
of his business. He ships large quantities of coal to neighboring towns, 
shipping as far as Brattleboro. In politics Mr. Holbrook is a Republican. 
In 1880 he represented his district in the lower house of the Legislature, 
and was a member of the board of selectmen one year. He is a member 
of Thomas Lodge of Masons, and Springfield Connnandery, Knights 
Templar, and is a director of the Palmer National Bank. He was 
married December 5th, 1866, to Carrie J. Merriam of Palmer. They 
have one son, Henry W. 

Charles D. Holbrook, 
son of Samuel and 
Harriet Holbrook, was 
born in Ware, Mass., 

July 26th, 1835. Until 
twenty-seven years of age 
he lived on his father’s 
farm, having obtained his 
education in the Ware 
schools. In 1862 he 
came to Palmer, wffiere 
he went into the oyster 
business for himself in 
the Nassowanno House 
block. He remained in 
that business three years, 
when he commenced the 
grain business, in com¬ 
pany with D. W. Foskit, 
under the firm name of 
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F o s k i t & Holbrook. 
About five years later Mr. 
Foskit died, when D. W. 
Foskit took his interest, 
and the business was con¬ 
tinued under the old firm 
name. The business was 
at that time conducted in 
the McGilvray block, 
where the firm prospered 
for several years. After 
a time the firm decided 
to change its location, 
and built a grain store on 
Main street,, on the site 
now occupied by Mr. 
Holbrook’s store. Later 
the building was destroyed 
by fire, and Mr. Hol¬ 
brook rebuilt, the firm 
having dissolved partner¬ 
ship. Since then Mr. Holbrook has continued in the business alone. He 
carries hay, grain and feed of all kinds, fertilizers, cement, etc. Mr. 
Holbrook is a Republican in politics, and has several times, during his 
residence in Palmer, been honored with the confidence of his party. He 
has served on the board of selectmen, and has been overseer of the 
poor. About a year after the burning of the old Commercial block, Mr. 
Holbrook, in company with Ebenezer Brown, erected the building at 
present known by that name. He is a Mason, a member of Thomas 
Lodge and Springfield Commandery, and of the Royal Arcanum. He is 
also a director of the Palmer National Bank. Mr. Holbrook was first 
married in November, 1874, to Laura English of Palmer. They had 
three children, Arthur W., Linda B., and Hazel H. The latter died 
December 28th, 1887. He was married a second time in November, 
1893, to Dora Chapman of Palmer. 
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Jason A. Palmer, son of Albert and Clarissa Palmer, was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, June 6th, 1833. When Mr. Palmer was two years old 
his family moved to Monson, Mass., where he received his education in 
the public schools. When about twenty years of age, Mr. Palmer went 
to Clinton, Mass., where he worked in the Lancaster Cotton Mills two 
years. He then came to Palmer, where he has since resided. Upon 
coming to this town, Mr. Palmer became a farmer, and also went into 
the whosesale meat business. On his farm he raised cattle, which he 
slaughtered for the retail market, continuing that business three years. 
He then went into the cattle business on a more extensive scale. He 
commenced making trips north, where he purchased large droves of 
cattle, driving them to the Massachusetts market, where he slaughtered 
them, selling principally to Springfield dealers. He continued in that 
business seven years. He then moved into the Depot village, and turned 
his attention to the 
lumber business. H i s 
plan was to purchase 
farms containing wood 
lots, cut off the wood 
and timber, and dispose 
of the farms to the best 
advantage. This busi¬ 
ness he has continued 
more or less until the 
present time ; he devotes 
his entire time to this 
line at present. In this 
way Mr. Palmer has 
owned many farms, cov¬ 
ering a wide stretch of 
territory. At present he 
owns five, and is now 
engaged in extensive 
lumber business in the 

vicinity of Hardwick and byram woodhead. 
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Braintree. Mr. Palmer 
has always been a Repub¬ 
lican, and served the 
town as constable for 
many years. In January, 
1877, he was appointed 
deputy sheriff by Sheriff 
H. Q. Sanderson, and 
served nine years. Dur¬ 
ing his service as deputy 
sheriff, Mr. Palmer made 
that his principal busi¬ 
ness, although engaged 
to some extent in the 
lumber business. As an 
officer he made an un¬ 
usual record, and 
successfully handled 
many important cases. 
He became widely 
known, and during his 
term of office received several flattering offers to enter the detective 
service in various places. Mr. Palmer did not wish to give up his 
residence here, however, and declined these offers. Looking back upon 
his record after completing his service as an officer, he found that seven 
men who had been captured by him were serving terms in state prison, 
five of them being on life sentences. One of his important captures was 
the arrest of three brothers from Danielsonville, Ct., for highway robbery, 
at Palmer, near the Knox Slaughter House. The eldest was twenty-eight 
years old, and all were sentenced for life. He never lost but one man he 
had arrested. Mr. Palmer served as tax collector for five years during his 
service as a deputy sheriff. Since leaving that service he has operated 
more extensively than ever before in the lumber business. He has cut off 
on an average about 100 acres of timber each year. He has been a 
member of Thomas Lodge of Masons for twenty years. Mr. Palmer was 


first married in August, 1855, to Adeline E. Anderson. They had two 
children, Carrie and Alice, who died in 1861 and 1863. He was married 
a second time November 12th, 1891, to Mary L. Gifhn of Hardwick. 

Byram Woodhead, son of Albert and Martha Woodhead, was born in 
Mirfield, Yorkshire, England, May 2d, 1864. When an infant he removed 
with his parents to Birstall, Yorkshire, England, where he received his 
education. He came to this country with his family in 1883, and located 
in Maynard, Mass. He remained there a few months, when the family 
removed to Fitchburg. In the latter city Mr. Woodhead commenced 
learning the photographer’s business, and after about three years, 
started in business for himself in Farmington, N. H., in company with 
W. J. Wood, under the firm name of Woodhead & Wood. Ihe firm 
remained in Farmington about one year, when they came to Palmer, 
where they purchased the studio now occupied by Mr. Woodhead. In 
April, 1893, Mr. Wood- 
head bought out his 
partner, and has since 
conducted the business 
alone. He soon built up 
a remunerative business, 
and as its needs made 
more room necessary, 
built an addition to his 
studio. Mr. Woodhead 
is progressive, and keeps 
up with the latest dis¬ 
coveries in photography. 

About two years ago he 
commenced doing a 
mail order business, 
which has proved an 
important addition to his 
regular business. Mr. 

Woodhead has located in 

Palmer permanently, and Charles s. ruggles. 
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is at present building a 
residence on S q u i e r 
street. He was natural¬ 
ized in 1888, and is a 
Republican. He is a 
m ember of Thomas 
Lodge of Masons. He 
was married in Novem¬ 
ber, 1890, to Hannah 
A. Tucker of Fitchburg. 
They have two children, 
Bessie T. and Marion. 

Frank A. Ruggles, 
son of Silas Ruggles, 
was born in Fitchburg, 
Mass., October 6th, 
1857. He received his 
education in the public 
schools of Palmer, the 
New Salem Academy, 
the Hitchcock Free 
High School, Brimfield, 
and Wesleyan Academy, Wilbraham. He came to Palmer with his parents 
in 1866, when his father settled in Thorndike ; in 1872 the family removed 
to Three Rivers, where Mr. Ruggles has since resided. After finishing his 
education, Mr. Ruggles studied medicine with his father for a time, but 
gave up study in favor of open air work. With his brother, Charles S., he 
took charge of the cultivation of his father’s farm, carrying on gardening, 
on an extensive scale, the enterprise being very successful. After the 
death of his father, in 1889, Mr. Ruggles engaged in building and 
contracting. He continues to carry on his father’s drug business, and is 
manager of the Red Letter Chemical Company. He has patented the 
hand-revolving cultivator, paper-holder, and other inventions. He is a 
Republican in politics, and has considerable political influence in Three 
Rivers and other parts of the town. He has been a member of the 


school committee for six years. He is Past Grand of Palmer Lodge, 
I. O. O. F., and a member of Thomas Lodge of Masons. Mr. Ruggles 
was married June 9th, 1880, to Martha L. Knox of Palmer. Their 
children are Nellie B., Ruth F., Knox S., John K., Harold N., Hattie E. 
and Louise, who died March 19 th, 1895. 

Charles S. Ruggles, son of Dr. Silas and Harriet Ruggles, was born at 
Fitchburg, August 25 th, 1862. He came with his parents to Palmer, in 
1866, settling first in Thorndike and later in Three Rivers, where he has 
his present home. Mr. Ruggles was educated in the public schools of 
Palmer. His first business venture was in the market gardening line, 
which business was continued successfully by him until about twenty-one 
years of age.. He then took a position with a celebrated lecturer, 
traveling with him about three years during the winter seasons. During 
this time he worked as a carpenter summers, principally in Holyoke and 
Fitchburg. In the sum¬ 
mer of 1887 he returned 
to Three Rivers perma- 
nently, forming a 
partnership with his 
brother, Frank A., in the 
management o f their 
father’s farm. Mr. Rug¬ 
gles spent a portion of 
his time in carpentering, 
and immediately after 
his father’s death in 1889, 
gave up his interest in 
the management of the 
farm, branching out as a 
contractor and builder, 
which business he has 
continued until the pres¬ 
ent time. Mr. Ruggles’ 
business in the latter line 
has been extensive. 
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Among other important 
contracts was the build¬ 
ing of the Thorndike 
grammar school house. 
He has recently estab¬ 
lished a hardware and 
paper hanging business 
in connection with his 
other line. Mr. Ruggles 
is prominent in politics, 
being a Republican. 
He has been a member 
of the Republican town 
committee for five years. 
He is a member of 
Thomas Lodge, Hamp¬ 
den Chapter and 
Washington Council of 
Masons, Revere Chap¬ 
ter, O. E. S., and the 
Royal Arcanum. He 
was married August 
26th, 1890, to Arabelle Knox of Palmer. They have two children, Max F. 
and Wells G. 

Thomas W. Keneftck was born in Leominster, Mass., September 17th, * 
1855. He was educated in the public schools of his native town and at 
Harvard College, graduating from the latter institution in 1877. After 
graduation Mr. Kenefick studied law in the law school of Harvard 
University for one year. He afterward entered the office of Charles R. 
Train, then attorney general of Massachusetts, as clerk and student. He 
remained there about ten months, coming to Palmer in June, 1879. He 
entered the office of S. S. Taft, and was admitted to the bar the following 
October. Mr. Kenefick has practiced law in this town ever since his 
admission to the bar, and has become widely and favorably known as a 
lawyer of ability. His best efforts are always made in the interests of his 


clients, and he has become well known as a close reasoner and a man of 
sound judgment. He is a Democrat, and has for a number of years been 
a valuable worker in that party. His wide acquaintance has made this 
possible for him, and his influence is always desirep by any party 
candidate. He was elected on the Democratic ticket to represent the 
10th Hampden district in the House of Representatives in 1896, but has 
held no other public office. He is at present council for the town of 
Palmer. Mr. Kenefick is married, and has one son, Robert G. 

Elbridge G. Hastings, son of Rozel and Phebe Hastings, was born in 
Palmer, July 21st, 1840. He was educated in the public schools of 
Palmer, and Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, where he finished in 1857. 
After his father’s death, which occurred the same year, he and his brother 
managed their father’s farm for three years. At the expiration of that 
time Mr. Hastings rented his part of the farm to his brother, and went to 
work for W. N. Packard, in whose employ he remained about one year. 
He then went to New York state, where he worked at lumbering and in a 
hotel. In 1862, he enlisted in the army. He came home in March, 1863, 




RUGGLES HOMESTEAD, THREE RIVERS. 
















PICTORIAL PALMER. 


123 


o n account o f 
illness. He soon 
after worked for 
a Mr. Gaylord of 
Chicopee, making 
carbine boxes. 
After about a 
year in this busi¬ 
ness, he returned 
t o Palmer, and 
resumed his life 
on the farm. In 
the fall of 1867 
he went into the 
meat business, in 
company with his 
present partner. 
He has remained 
in that business 
until the present 
time, and its 
growth and pros¬ 
perity has already 
been described. 
Mr. Hastings en¬ 
listed in Company 
H., 46th Massa¬ 
chusetts Volun¬ 
teers. On the 24th of September, 1862, he was promoted to the office of 
sergeant, and was discharged in March, 1863. He was in the battles of 
Keystone, Whitehall and Goldsboro. During his long residence in Palmer, 
Mr. Hastings has made a host of friends. He is a Republican, and has 
served on the board of selectmen. His interest in all public enterprises 
is well known. He is a Mason and a member of L. L. Merrick Post, 
G. A. R., in which he has held several offices. He was married March 





DR. WILLARD H. STOWE. 


28th, 1872, to Lizzie A. Peters. They have had four children : Maude L., 
who died April 25, 1889, Blanche M., Calvin W., and Phebe D. 

Silas Ruggles, M. D., son of Solomon W. Ruggles, was born November 
28th, 1833. He entered upon his business career by working in the 
Putnam Machine Shops at Fitchburg, having a taste for mechanics. Mr. 
Ruggles had an inventive faculty, and patented many inventions. Among 
the most important were the rotary fan blower, cheese press, and Ruggles’ 
windmill. After a time Mr. Ruggles left this line of work, and went into 
a drug store, where he accumulated sufficient money to purchase the stock. 
He carried on the business some time independently, and applied the 
profits toward getting an education. He finally entered Harvard College, 
and after his course there, attended the Medical College in Philadelphia, 
from which he was graduated in due time. These preparations completed, 
Mr. Ruggles commenced practice as a regular physician in Hubbardston, 
where he continued four 
years. In 1866 he re¬ 
moved to Thorndike, 
and in 1872 again 
changed, going to 
Three Rivers, where he 
remained until his 
death. In the latter 
place Dr. Ruggles 
acquired a large and 
remunerative practice, 
becoming widely and 
favorably known 
throughout the town. 

He was a Republican in 
his political principles, 
and was a member of 
the school committee 
many years. He took 
an active interest in the 

growth and prosperity george o. henry. 
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of the town, especially in 
Three Rivers. Dr. 
Ruggles married Harriet 
Fay, who died December 
4th, 1887. They had five 
children, Frank A., 
Nellie E., Charles S., 
Willie N., and Etta I. 
Dr. Ruggles died Febru¬ 
ary 6th, 1889. 

Willard H. Stowe, 
M. D., son of Solomon 
and Ursula G. Stowe, was 
born in Morristown, Vt., 
June 2 2d, 1844. His 

early days were spent on 
h i s father’s farm, h i s 
early education being 
obtained in the district 

schools. After leaving 
DR. CYRUS W. CROSS. - , 

the district schools he 
entered the People’s Academy in Morrisville. While studying there he 
paid his tuition by acting as janitor of the building, boarding himself to 
save expense. During the winters he taught school, thus providing 
himself with books and clothing during his course. At the age of twenty- 
one he finished his studies in the academy, and entered the University of 
Vermont. He spent two years in the study of medicine, after which he 
entered the Bellevue Hospital College in New York, where he graduated 
in March, 1869, receiving the title of M. D. He at once commenced 
practice in Gilbertville, Mass., where he remained six years. He built up 
a lucrative practice, but gave it up to come to Palmer, believing this town 
would offer a better field. He remained in this town until his death, his 
success being well known. He accumulated the largest private collection 
of books in Palmer, and was an enthusiastic student of natural history. 
He became a Mason in 1865. His death came after a long and painful 


illness, and was deeply deplored. He never married, but devoted much 
of his time to doing good to others, thus finding happiness for himself. 
He died at his home on Thorndike street, March 15th, 1895. 

George O. Henry, son of Orson and Sarah Henry, was born in Palmer, 
June 5th, 1840. His business career was in Palmer, Monson and Wales, 
in which towns he resided at different times, carrying on a carriage 
building and blacksmith business in each. He enlisted in the war July 
17th, 1862, in Company E., 36th Massachusetts Volunteers. He served 
in the army until the close of the war, being discharged June 8th, 1865, 
at Alexandria, Va. He received promotion to the office of corporal in 
July, 1803, to sergeant in August, 1864, and to sergeant-major in June, 
1865. He was in the battles of Blue Springs, Campbell Station, the 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Cold Harbor and Petersburg; in 
the seiges of Vicksburg, Jackson, Knoxville and Petersburg, escaping from 
all without wounds. Dur- 
i n g his residence i n 
Palmer Mr. Henry was 
prominent in Grand Army 
circles, and at the time of 
his death was Comman¬ 
der of L. L. Merrick 
Post, and Aid-de-Camp 
on the staff of the Massa- 
chusetts Department 
Commander. He was a 
member of Thomas 
Lodge, Hampden Chap¬ 
ter, Washington Council 
and Springfield Comman- 
dery of Masons, the A. 

O. U. W., Palmer Lodge 
of Odd Fellows, and the 
Daughters of Rebekah. 

He was Past Master of 
Thomas Lodge, and was 
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also a Past Master of the 
1 Wales and Monson lodges. 
He was also Past High 
Priest of Hampden 
Chapter, and at the time 
of his death held office 
in Washington Council. 
He was married Decem¬ 
ber 1st, 1861, to Julia H. 
Clark of Monson. They 
had two children, Minnie 
E., and Clifford A. Mr. 
Henry died March 9th, 
1892. 

Cyrus W. Cross, D. S., 
son of Porter and Sophia 
Cross, was born in Mon¬ 
son, Mass., April 10th, 
1842. When very young 
he moved with his parents 
John feeney. to Worcester, and from 

there to Charlestown. When about fifteen years of age he moved with 
his family to Wilbraham, where he completed his education in Wesleyan 
Academy. In July, 1862, he enlisted in the army, in Co. D., 37th 
Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteers. He served three years, and was 
mustered out of the service June 21st, 1865, at Hull’s Hill, Va. He 
was in many battles, among the most important being Gettysburg, 
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. After leaving the army he returned 
to Wilbraham, and soon after commenced the study of dentistry in the 
office of Dr. Joseph Gould of Palmer, and later with Dr. J. M. Gould of 
East Douglass. After completing the study of his profession, Dr. Cross 
opened an office in Wilbraham. He continued there until 1870, when he 
opened an office in this town, which he retained until his death. He was 
a prominent member of the Grand Army, and commander of L. L. 
Merrick Post. He was a member of Thomas Lodge, Hampden Chapter, 


Washington Council and Springfield Commandery of Masons, and served 
as Secretary of Thomas Lodge for about twelve years. Dr. Cross was 
twice married, first in 1866, to Anna M. Cooley of Springfield. They had 
two children, Alice S., who died at the age of 6 years, and Chester W. 
He was married a second time in 1874 to Charlotte E. Kent of Wilbraham. 
They had three children, who are now living : Louis K., Bertha M., and 
Laura B. Dr. Cross died at his home in Palmer, June 25 th, 1895. 

Albert Burleigh, son of Abner C. and Cynthia Burleigh, was born in 
Wilbraham, September 23d, 1834. He attended the schools in Wilbraham 
until about nineteen years of age, when he went to New York City, where 
he went into business with his uncle for a few months. After leaving New 
York, Mr. Burleigh came to Palmer, where he learned the carpenter’s 
trade. Later he bought out the lumber yard, now owned by F. F. Marcy, 
and for many years was engaged as a lumber merchant and builder. He 
built the mills at Three Rivers and Warren, the Ellis mills at Monson and 
Wilbraham, Wales Hall, and many other large structures, as well as 
innumerable small ones. When the old Agricultural Society offered the 
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former park for sale, Mr. 
Burleigh, in company 
with M. W. French, 
bought the property. It 
was cut up by them into 
a large number of build¬ 
ing lots, all of which 
have been built upon. 
Through their enterprise 
one of the most valuable 
parts of the Depot village 
was thrown open to the 
public. Mr. Burleigh 
was enterested in many 
like interprises, and did 
much to develop Palmer. 
He built a handsome res¬ 
idence on North Main 
street, now owned and 
occupied by Henry P. 
Holden, where he lived 
at the time of his death which occurred October 23d, 1876. Mr. Burleigh 
was married November 23d, 1863, to Louisa M. Alden of Springfield. 
They had one son, Frederick A., who died March 16th, 1876. The boys’ 
room in Memorial Hall was furnished in memory of him by his mother. 

John Feeney, son of Jerome and Katherine Feeney, was born in 
Kinvara, County Galway, Ireland, in 1825. He was educated in the Old 
Country, finishing at a college in Galway. When a young man he came to 
this country, going first to New York, and from there to Springfield, Mass. 
In the latter city he worked as a boot and shoe maker for about two years, 
coming from there to Palmer in 1849. He started in the boot and shoe 
business on the corner of Main and Central streets, and later went 
into the liquor business, which he continued until his death. He was 
successful in his business, and amassed considerable property. He was 
prominent in Catholic circles, and a liberal supporter of St. Thomas’ 


church. Mr. Feeney was a Democrat, and was actively interested in 
politics for many years. Being one of the first settlers in the Depot 
village, Mr. Feeney was identified with its interests to the time of his 
death. He had a wide acquaintance, and was very popular. He was 
married September 17th, 1851, to Mary M. Madden, daughter of John 
Madden of Springfield, who died in 1889. They had five children, 
Mary E., who died in 1863, Katie S., Annie B., Eliza and Emily. 
During his residence in Palmer Mr. Feeney built a handsome residence 
on South Main street, which is occupied at the present time by his 
daughters. Mr. Feeney’s funeral, it was said at the time, was the largest 
ever held in Hampden county. He was universally respected, and his 
many friends were anxious to pay a last tribute to his memory. His death 
occurred May 2d, 1892. 

Julius P. Shaw, son of Chauncey C. and Mary A. Shaw, was born in 
Stafford, Ct., August 12th, 

1836. He came to Pal¬ 
mer when eight years old, 
with his parents, and 
attended the public 
schools in this town. He 
completed his education 
with a course at the War¬ 
ren Academy, and at the 
age of sixteen took a 
position on the New Lon¬ 
don Northern railroad, as 
express agent for the old 
Turner’s Express Com¬ 
pany. After a time his 
health failed and he went 
into the mercantile busi¬ 
ness with his father, in 
the grocery line. He 
continued in that busi¬ 
ness until the breaking 
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out of the war, when he returned to his former position on the railroad. 
Mr. Shaw was held in very high esteem by his employers, and received 
many expressions of good will from them when he resigned a second time, 
to again become a merchant. This second venture was also in company 
with his father, in the clothing and furnishing line, and was very successful. 
Mr. Shaw continued in that business until the time of his death. He was 
a staunch Democrat, and a prominent and valuable worker in that party. 
Mr. Shaw had a wide acquaintance, and was extremely popular. His 
genial manner and kindly 
ways made him many 
friends, and he was an 
honored and trusted citizen. 

His death, which occurred 
November 3d, 1873, was 
generally mourned. He was 
married September 1st, 1857, 
to Lucy M. Warner of Ware. 

John H. Smith, son of 
Moses and Viola Smith, was 
born at Holden, Mass., 

March 16th, 1838. At an 
early age he entered Shel¬ 
burne Falls Academy, where 
he received his education. 

After completing his educa¬ 
tion Mr. Smith returned to 
his native place, where he 
secured employment with Mr. Day, in the shoddy business. Mr. Day was 
the pioneer shoddy manufacturer of this country, having imported the 
first rag picker ever used here. From him Mr. Smith learned the 
business. At the breaking out of the war, Mr. Smith was one of the first 
to answer the call for three months men, enlisting in Company B., 3d 
Battalion, Volunteer Riflemen. His company was at once sent to the 
front, and was stationed at Fort McHenry until his discharge. He was 
mustered out August 31st, 1861, and returned to his home and business. 


OLD SHODDY MILL, BLANCHARDVILLE. 


In 1875 he came to Palmer, where he located and at once commenced 
the manufacture of shoddy. He carried on the business in the old mill 
at Blanchardville for ten years, and then built a new brick mill near Fay’s 
bridge, on the former site of the old plow handle factory. Here he 
continued to do business until his death. December 29th, 1859, Mr. 
Smith married Alice M. Day of Holden, a daughter of the gentleman 
with whom he learned his business. Mr. Smith was a prominent member 
of L. L. Merrick Grand Army Post, Thomas Lodge of Masons, Palmer 

Lodge of Odd Fellows, and 
the Daughters of Rebekah. 
He held many offices in 
these orders. Mr. Smith 
died July 19th, 1887. He 
had three children, Ida M., 
Effie E., and xV Mabell. 
The old mill at Blanchard¬ 
ville, occupied by Mr. Smith 
when he first located in 
Palmer, is gone. The 
building of the Central 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company’s pond, made it 
necessary to tear it down. 
The company’s dam is some 
distance below the old dam, 
which was also taken out 
after the building of the 
new one. The mill had become very much out of repair, and was 
practically useless. The accompanying cut shows it while in a state of 
fair preservation, and was made from a photograph taken and kindly 
loaned by Dr. Wilkins. This photograph is supposed to be the only one 
in existence. Here the Blanchard family, the pioneer manufacturers of 
Palmer, had their plant. A comparison of this cut with the many others 
of the various mills in Palmer, will furnish a good illustration of the 
wonderful growth of manufacturing in Palmer during a very short period. 
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HE PUBLISHERS of 
Palmer have 
aided in 

compiling this book by their 
artists and printers. The half¬ 
tone plates used in illustrating, 
were all, with a very few 
exceptions, made by the 
Springfield Photo-Engraving Company of Springfield, Mass. To the 
excellence of their work much is due. They have taken an interest in 
the publication, and have used every effort to make none but the best 
plates. 

This firm is well known throughout New England as among the leaders 
in their line. They are thoroughly equipped to do all kinds of engraving 
and can compete in price with any first-class house in the country. Their 
promptness in filling orders has also been of the greatest value, and is 
deeply appreciated. 

We have been particularly fortunate in our choice of photographers 
also. The photographs from which the plates were made were taken by 
Herbert C. Thresher of Stafford, Ct., and Byram Woodhead of Palmer. 
Both have shown that they have attained the highest degree of perfection 
known to the photographer’s art, and the care exercised by them in their 
work has been of the utmost value. 

Many good photographers fail on outdoor work, but these gentlemen 
have demonstrated their ability in this line, and by their skillful productions 
have made the excellence of the engravings possible of attainment. 

But good engravings are of no value in printing, unless they are properly 
placed upon the press. Comparatively few people have any conception 
of the patience and skill required in the proper working of half-tone 
engravings. It is not simply a matter of locking them in a form and 
placing them upon the press. 


iiiiiiiiiiiiimniiimiii 


One very necessary point is that the printer shall be a good judge of 
half-tone work, so that he may be competent to decide when the most has 
been made of a plate that is possible. To bring it to a high degree of 
perfection often requires long and careful labor. 

The results obtained in this publication testify to the care and ability of 
the printers. The entire book has been printed in the office of the Palmer 
Journal, and to the management of that office great credit is due. 

The work has been under the personal supervision of Mr. L. E. 
Chandler, the typography and presswork having been done under the 
direction of Mr. J. L. Wilder. 

A thorough knowledge of half-tone work is rarely to be found in a 
country printing office. Both these gentlemen, however, have made this 
branch of the business an especial study for several years. The subscribers 
to this publication will be able to testify to their ability. Their work has 
been highly commended by professional half-tone workers, to whom it has 
been submitted, and this book will be a lasting monument to their success. 

In compiling the book the publishers have been greatly aided by many 
people, to whom they wish to offer their earnest thanks. The people of 
Palmer have been pleased to give a strong and steady support to the 
effort. If the book is of even the slightest benefit to the town, in bringing 
before the public some of its advantages and attractions, all will feel amply 
repaid. 

That most Palmer people love their town has been plainly shown, 
and cannot fail to be fully appreciated. To those who have so kindly 
contributed sketches, the warmest thanks of the publishers are due. 
They have made this publication possible, and should be given credit for 
such success as it may attain. 

We trust our critics will not be too severe. No pretensions to literary 
superiority are made. It has been our aim to illustrate, as fully as possible, 
such subjects as are of interest to all, and if we have been fairly successful 
in this respect, we shall be quite content. 
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